
 

 

NEWSLETTER 

……………Issue 5 June 27th 2018…………… 

Editor Geoff McGladdery – herefordvmcc@outlook.com 

Welcome to issue 5 of the 2018 event newsletter. It is sent 

only to those who have already entered, those who have 

expressed an interest in entering and event supporters. If 

you wish to be removed from the mailing list, please let me 

know 

THE BEST YET

 

The sun shone! This is how motorcycling is supposed 

to be. This is how we remember it and this is how 

Hannah Carthew will remember Herefordshire on the 

Edge 2018What a wowzer of a day. We did it - Dottie 

the DT175 and I got around the Herefordshire on the 

Edge course and gained a silver medal and a 

‘ragged edge’ ribbon. Extra special thanks to 

Andrew for loaning me Dottie and Nick the BMW R80 

GS and for following me on his Honda 550 four whilst 

copping a face full of 2 stroke smoke for 10 hours! It 

wasn’t all plain sailing- Dottie and the Honda thought 

twice about starting this morning after being in the 

dew overnight. They got over themselves after a 

sweaty couple of minutes and off we went. Left at 

8ish sharp and had a very promising start - we’ll get 

gold we thought. Dottie had other ideas and started 

discarding things - first the exhaust. We set off again 

after a lay-by repair using a piece of barbed wire 

found by Andrew and painstakingly unravelled by 

Nick 

 
She then decided she no longer wanted the tail light. 

A few cable ties put paid to that nonsense and when 

she shed the number plate we had to patch her up 

with black electrical tape. All these unforeseen stops 

meant we were 2 waypoints short of a gold which the 

boys would have got without me holding them back. 

But as true gents they didn’t moan once and actually 

I think it all added a certain something to the day. 

Anyway, aside from all that, we had a super day 

riding around the magical countryside and villages. I 

feel a bit chuffed with myself as a lot of the riding was 

challenging (some off road and most on gravelly 

bumpy lanes) especially on a temperamental 2 

stroke. This event is THE BEST, my chaperones were 

patient, jolly and very adept at ‘on the hoof’ repairs. 

Thanks so much to Geoff McGladdery and his 

wonderful team - I cannot even imagine how much 

they all put into the organising. All the other riders 

were great to be around too on their magnificent 

machines. After 190 miles I am now pooped, 

probably have tinnitus, white finger and my toes are 

still tingling. Will sleep well tonight! 

 

TWO STARTS 
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A definite improvement on previous years and well 

supported by entrants. We will keep this format for 

future years. The hotel beds are very important to the 

event now that people are travelling further to 

support us. The special package offered by the Lion 

was greatly appreciated. It is idyllic when the sun 

shines. We were warmly welcomed by both hotels 

and they are ideal venues for the event (give or take 

a bit of parking! 

 

RESULTS 

The complete results sheet has been mailed with this 

newsletter, but here is a summary. 76 machines 

entered and 65 actually took the start line – an 

increase of 15% on 2017. 53 machines finished. The 

official definition of finish is “having your card 

punched at the start and at the finish”.  Three of the 

finishers didn’t qualify for an award, as their bikes 

were less than 25 years old. Almost half the starters 

made “Gold Medal” standard. A further 9 achieved 

silver medals and 7 qualified for bronze. Nine of those 

Gold medal winners visited all 32 of the waypoints – a 

mighty achievement. A handful of entrants arrived 

after the checkpoint had officially closed, but we 

awarded them medals anyway! A round of applause 

for Chris Lawton-Smith, who had a torrid time on his 

1954 Sunbeam S7 De Luxe, including a 3-mile push 

after he ran out of petrol! He finally arrived at the 

Traveller’s Rest at 8:40 p.m. (2hrs after the checkpoint 

closed) and sent this evocative photo…Respect! 

  

ROUTE AND WAYPOINTS 

We calculate that a route to visit all 28 waypoints and 

the 4 Cardinals was approx. 195 miles and the shortest 

route for a gold medal was around 165 miles. A 

“Gold” represents a good day’s ride on older bikes 

on a mixture of roads – most of them slow! An 

astonishing total of 1173 waypoint visits were 

recorded.  

 

The most visited waypoint was 1 – the historic Whitney 

Toll Bridge. The least visited waypoint was 16 – 

Clifford’s Mesne, May Hill car park 2. The most remote 

waypoint, 8 - the water splash at Olchon Brook high 

up on the Black Mountains was visited by an 

impressive 34 of you. Well done. I hope the ride and 

the views were worth the effort.  Sandy Johnson is 

seen here dipping her toes in the water. 

No incidents were reported and we have received 

no negative feedback from the local population, so 

thanks to all of you for riding safely and sensibly. 

THE RAGGED EDGE 

New for 2018, we were happy with this first attempt. 

No-one reported damage to their bikes and no-one 

fell off….. or did Ed Wood’s Triumph have a little lie 

down, here at Pepper Mill? 

 



 

20 “Ragged Edge” ribbons were awarded, 15 of them 

Gold and 5 Silver. Almost half of those gaining 

“Ragged Edge” Gold visited all 28 waypoints. Did we 

make it too easy?  

THE BIKES AND RIDERS 

21 different marques entered in this year’s event, the 

most popular being Honda with 9, followed by Norton 

with 8, then BSA with 7. There were 34 Brits, 21 

Japanese and 12 Italian machines, including the 

scooters. Four 3-wheelers entered alongside the 72 

who didn’t require stabilisers. All 4 finished and 

acquitted themselves very well (see results)  

This is the cockpit of Linda Johnson’s Lomax which she 

piloted solo. Average age of machines was 49 and 

average capacity a portly 504 cc!  

 

 Smaller is better.  as Cilmery farmer Chris Richards 

proved, cruising effortlessly to a Ragged Edge 

maximum on this 1972 XL250.  

Awarded the prize for “The bike we (the organisers) 

would most like to take home. Hereford’s Mick White 

achieved Bronze on his 1959 Ducati Sikverstone Super 

– a bike he races in VMCC events. 

 
Furthest travelled competitors for the second year 

were Russ McDermid and "Ninja" Sirimoon who really 

did travel from Thailand to do the event. We are 

impressed! 

THE OLDIES 

What became of our pre-WWII bikes? Sadly, it is a 

disappointing story. Three were non-starters due to 

last minute work commitments and Steve Sumner’s 

1926 BSA – the oldest bike in the field seized on the 5-

mile journey from home to the start. He pressed on, 

sharing the New Imperial with son Andrew, but gave 

up the unequal struggle after the long climb from 

Hay-on-Wye up to the scenic Olchon Brook waypoint 

threatened another seizure.  

There was better news for Terry Pickering and William 

Galliers, who rode their 1928 Humber and 1934 Norton 

International to Gold medals. This is the first time a 

“Banbury” bike has won a Gold – well done Terry. 

Here they are leaving the start looking determined. 

 
Their run was not without drama. William struggled 

with his race section tyres on the gravel and Terry lost 

crucial nuts and bolts, which had to be fixed or 

bodged to keep the rare OHC Humber running.  

 

THE SCOOTERS 

We were delighted to have 4 scooters for the first time 

ever and they certainly brightened up the start. 

Unfortunately, a mix of Herefordshire’s finest potholes 

and small diameter wheels caused them to retire – 

hopefully for another attempt in 2019. Can we hope 

for a “step-thru” or an FS1E or perhaps another 

moped in 2019?  

 



 

THIS MAKES IT ALL WORTHWHILE 

David Spencer, Ron Higgins and Stuart Monroe 

manage to snatch a few moments to admire the 

view from Red Darren – at 1140 ft above Sea level, 

the highest point in the county. 

Cliff Osenton also found a minute to admire the 

beautiful  Wye as it meanders down to Hole-in-the-

Wall. 

 

 ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 

Well done to all of you who have already raised funds 

for our wonderful Herefordshire Charity – The St 

Michael’s Hospice. We also collected donations of 

£40 on the day! If you would like to support the 

charity, it is not too late. You can find all the 

information you need on their website. Please tell us 

if you have collected for the Hospice. 

 http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/ 

SPONSORS 

Thanks to our generous sponsors, without whom the 

event could not take place.  

 
http://www.holden.co.uk/ 

 

Lee Motorcycles of Ledbury 
http://www.leemotorcycles.co.uk/ 

PHOTOS AND VIDEO CLIPS 

Thanks to all those who kindly sent pictures and video 

clips. We would love to have more – so don’t be shy, 

send them to me as soon as you can on 

herefordvmcc@outlook.com If you wish to have 

accreditation please advise us when you send them.  

VMCC 

This event was run by members and friends of the 

Herefordshire section of the Vintage Motor Cycle 

Club. We hope that you will be encouraged to join 

the VMCC and to support  the actrivities of our 

section. We organise a strong programme of rides 

and other events. We hold a regular club night on the 

third Thursday of each month at The Moon at 

Mordiford HR1 4LW. Joining the VMCC on line 

couldn’t be simpler, just click here and follow the 

simple instructions.  

https://www.vmccshop.net/membership 

 

 Updates and other stuff can be 

found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire 

section. Feel free to post to it. 

If you post stuff on your own Facebook page, please 

remember to link it to ours. If you’re not sure how to 

do it - ask your grandkids!  

WHAT ABOUT 2019? 

There will be another Herefordshire on the Edge next 

year. It will be, as usual, both  challenging and 

rewarding, it will have 2 starting points and it will have 

a “Ragged” content. It will be on Sunday June 23rd 

2019. Put the dates in your diaries.

  
If you enjoyed 2018, tell the world, share your story, 

drag your friends along, send reports and pictures to 

your club magazines and your local newspapers. Post 

as much as you can on social media and lets make 

2019 the best ever with 100+ machines.  

THE END 

Well that’s it for another year. Roger Bibbings and I 

would like to thank you all for entering and for 

challenging yourselves and your machines. Its good 

to see there’s life in all of us yet! 

We owe a lot to our team, without whom none of this 

would be possible……….So, a big thankyou to  Elaine 

& Tony Plumer for manning the start/finish at Ross, to 

Tanya Stephens and Sue Pickering for the same at 

Leintewardine, to Richard Hale and Ian Taylor for 

putting up and taking down codeboards,  

Thanks to Mike Bertenshaw for his excllent route 

suggestions in the South and Ray Whittaker for 

designing the logo.  

Last but by no means least, a big thankyou to Maggie 

McGladdery for her encouragement, her endless 

patience, and for picking up the 1001 admin jobs that 

I was just never designed for. 
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