
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
……………Issue 4 June 21st 2018…………… 

Editor Geoff McGladdery –herefordVMCC@outlook.com 

Welcome to issue 4 of the event newsletter. It is sent only 

to those who have already entered, those who have 

expressed an interest in entering and event supporters. 

If you wish to be removed from the mailing list, please 

let me know. 

 

ENTRIES  
Entries now stand at 72 – short of our target of 100, 

but substantially higher than last year. You still 

have a couple of days to enter, but you must do 

so before lunchtime on June 23rd to qualify for the 

standard rate. 

Entries will still be accepted from Saturday p.m. up 

until 10:30 a.m.  on the day, but don’t forget that 

they will cost an additional five whole English 

pounds!!! 

NORTH v SOUTH 
Approximately 60% will be starting from the 

traditional Ross-on-Wye start and 40% from the 

new Northern start at Leintwardine. This has clearly 

been a worthwhile improvement to the event – 

thanks to those who suggested it. 

THE ROUTE  
There are only 2 minor changes and a clarification, 

which have all been corrected in the latest 

documentation. Just in case you haven’t picked 

them up here they are…………………………………  

 Waypoint 2 - The latitude and longitude 

should be 52.274024, -2.621044. The OS ref 

is correct as is the postcode, but be aware, 

being in the back of beyond, the 

postcode is a long way from the waypoint. 

 Ragged Edge Waypoint R28 - the OS Grid 

Reference should be - sheet 162 – 513 146 

 “Guidance Notes”, Contrary to earlier 

editions, Ross starters must visit the Northern 

Cardinal point at Leintwardine to have 

their cards punched and Leintwardine 

starters must visit Cardinal point South at 

Ross to have their cards punched. 

Apologies for these errors and thanks to those who 

pointed them out. Any last minute route or 

waypoint changes will be on display at the start. 

Make sure you check before you set off!  

 

THE BIKES AND RIDERS 
We have 26 different marques, the most popular 

being Honda with 9. Rob Holliday’s neat and tidy 

1984 FT500 weighs in at just 175kg, boasts 34 BHP 

and an electric start. It’s the ideal tool for the job. 

Rob and wife Lisa won a Gold on this bike in 2017.  

I love mid-range Japanese singles. They are often 

underrated and ignored, but can be hugely 

satisfying to ride and extremely cheap to run.

 
BSA account for 7 of the 32 British made bikes 

entered to date. Perhaps the most unlikely looking 

BSA is Stuart Richard’s B25 special. Weighing in at 

less than 130kg, it is another good choice (seat 

apart!). Mock ye not! Stuart visited every waypoint 

in both 2016 and 2017! 

  
Whilst on the subject of seats, you all need to 

commiserate with Ed Wood. His seat is a Triumph 

(excuse the pun!) of style over comfort. Keep your 

eyes open for this T100 special. Joking apart, t is 

beautifully screwed together and goes as well as 

it looks. 

 
We have 20 Japanese machines in all, 10 Italian 

and only 3 German. Of the seven “others”, four are 

3 wheelers, only one of which is a traditional 

motorcycle and side-car – David Malcomson’s 

1955 19S Norton. I’m not sure which family member 

or friend has volunteered to act as ballast – that 
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part of David’s entry form remains enigmatically 

blank! 

 
Richard and Jude Caddick make a debut in their 

very smart Pembleton Grasshopper, whilst Solo 

lady driver (rider?) Linda Johnston pilots the 1989 

223 Lomax in (on?) which she won a gold last year 

 
We welcome two solo lady riders – Appledore’s 

effervescent Hannah Carthew, on the early DT175 

 

and first-timer Sandy Johnson aboard her “nice 

enough to lick off the page” Norton Commando. 

 
We wish Hannah better luck than 2016 when the 

bike cried “enough” after only 3 waypoints.  

Whilst it’s a long way from North Devon and 

Cambridge, furthest travelled once again are Russ 

McDermid and Ninja Siramoon, who’ve travelled 

from Thailand for the event. Russ will ride this tidy 

1975 Honda CB750, snapped on the 2016 event. 

 
If big Jap bikes are the answer, then newcomer 

Jon Hunt from Dymock should do well on this smart 

1974 Kawasaki Z1A, pictured here in Edersee, 

Germany in 2012 at the model’s 40th anniversary 

celebrations.  

The disappointment in having no “step thrus” or 

mopeds is more than made up for by the 

presence of not one, but four Lambretta scooters. 

Three are TV175s and the fourth, and smallest bike 

in the field is Johno Johnson’s 1960 Series 1 LI 150.  

Thanks to Andy Rollings - seen here with his 1963 

TV175 – for dragging his mates along! I hope they 

have a great time. 

 
Mean age of machines is 49, similar to 2017 and 

mean capacity down to (a still lardy) 504 cc! 



 

Oldest bike once again is Steve Sumner’s 1926 

S26(ish) BSA, closely followed by Andrew 

Sumner’s1928 New Imperial and Terry Pickering’s 

rarer  than rare 1928 OHC Humber. 

  
We have 8 brave pillion passengers this year and 

2 cosy and warm passenger/navigators! 

INSURANCE TAX AND MOT 
All vehicles must be maintained in roadworthy 

condition for the duration of the event and must 

also be “road legal”. Drivers and riders must hold 

the correct driving licence and have appropriate 

insurance as required by the Road Traffic Acts. It is 

absolutely the rider's responsibility to ensure that 

they and their machine comply with current laws. 

There will be no scrutineering.  

AWARDS  

Which will it be for you Gold, Silver or Bronze? 

 
Medals will be presented at the finish when you 

sign off. They are engraved with 2018 on the back 

and feature the event logo on the front.  In 

addition to the usual Gold Silver and Bronze 

medals, you can gain a “Ragged Edge” ribbon by 

visiting all 4 “Ragged Edge” Waypoints. 

MOST INACCESSIBLE WAYPOINT 
How many will try to get to Waypoint 8? Remote, 

but well worth the trip. You’ll also pass through the 

highest point on a Herefordshire road at Red 

Darren. The water splash is optional, but it makes 

for a great picture. Go on! You know you want to! 

 
PENS AND PENCILS! 
You need some way of marking stuff on your 

codeboard check sheet (below). Give some 

thought to how you intend to do this and how you 

might keep it dry, or you could find yourself getting 

very irritated with the world. The check sheet is the 

only record you/we have of the points you have 

visited. Snapping the codeboards on your phone 

and noting them later is not a bad way to do it. 

 

NAVIGATION 
A mixed picture, with laminated OS maps and pre-

programmed Satnavs being favourite.   David 

Spencer chose to use OS maps, and at least you 

can see from the photo that he is planning to ride 

around the Edge of Herefordshire ! 

 
 

VINYL EVENT STICKERS 

Collect these at the start and fix them to your bike. 

They are “low tack” and should not damage your 

precious paintwork. If in doubt, stick them on 

polished metal or the headlamp glass.  

RIDE CAREFULLY 
This not a race or a rally. You will be sharing some 

very small rural roads with walkers, cyclists, dog 

walker and horse riders. Herefordshire is a rural 

economy and work doesn’t stop just because it’s 

a Sunday. Don’t be surprised to meet very large 

agricultural vehicles like this one. 



 

 

 
Please ride with care, caution and respect for 

other road users. They have just as much right to 

be there as you do. Try to think what it would be 

like to meet yourself coming in the opposite 

direction………………….perhaps not! 

When travelling in groups or sharing the same 

navigational information, please try to keep these 

groups small.  

Remember - you must stop to rest for at least 

30 minutes at one of the Cardinal points. 

 

CHEATING!!!  
Don’t! it’s very silly at your age! If you want a Gold 

medal that badly, just ask and you can have one!! 

CAR PARKING AT THE ROSS-ON-WYE START 
Parking at the Travellers Rest will cost £5 for 

vehicles left for more than 3 hours. It would be 

appreciated if you park your cars, vans and trailers 

at the top end of the car park, rather than in front 

of the building. It you are staying locally, it would 

be best to leave your car, trailer or van at your 

hotel and ride your bike to the start. Entrants 

staying at the hotel can leave their vehicles in the 

hotel car park. Please resist the temptation to park 

on the verges or the roundabout! 

CAR PARKING AT THE LEINTWARDINE START 
Hotel guests can remain in the hotel car park all 

day and there are a few spare spaces at the 

back. If the car park is full you may park on the 

streets locally. Please remember that this is their 

village and some residents might not share your 

enthusiasm for your noisy motorbike at 07:30 in the 

morning. We have built a good reputation at 

Leintwardine and we’d like to keep it! 

The roadside parking at the front of the hotel will 

be reserved for 2 & 3 wheeled entrants all day. 

FOOD 
Breakfasts are available at both starts, but you 

should order as soon as you arrive at Ross-on-Wye. 

For a full English at the Lion at Leintwardine, you 

need to book by Saturday, but they will have 

bacon sandwiches on offer, which don’t need 

pre-ordering. The Lion has once again given us 

exclusive use of their top bar and will be providing 

their excellent quick lunch menu.  

You will be able to get food at both finishes up until 

6:30 p.m. at the Lion and much later into the 

evening at Ross.  

All 4 Cardinal points offer coffee, snacks 

and lunch throughout the day and your custom 

would be a nice way to thank them for their help. 

Without them, it would impossible to run this event. 

SPECTATORS, FRIENDS & FAMILY 

If you have friends or family who wish to watch the 

bikes and meet the riders, the Lion, with its 

beautiful riverside setting is an excellent place to 

watch from.  

FUEL 
Fuel is available from 5.15am - 7.00pm at 

Leintwardine (50 yds from sign-in) and 24/7 at Ross  

(about ¼ mile from sign-in along the A40)  
WEATHER FORECAST 
Sunny intervals with light winds. Overcast in the 

morning, but clearing towards lunchtime with 

afternoon temperatures in the low twenties!!!!!!!!! 

 

ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 
Please consider raising money for our wonderful 

Herefordshire Charity – The St Michael’s Hospice 
which provides all of its services free of charge. It 

costs over £13,000 per day to provide patients with 

all the care they need. 90% of its funding is raised 

by the local community. You can find all you need 

to understand and support the charity on their 

website. Please tell us if you are collecting for the 

Hospice -  http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/ 

 

SPONSORS 
Thanks to our generous sponsors, without whom 

the event could not take place.  

 
http://www.holden.co.uk/ 

 

Lee motor cycles of Ledbury 
http://www.leemotorcycles.co.uk/ 

PHOTOS AND VIDEO CLIPS 
We would love to have your pictures and video 

clips of the event to use on our Facebook page 

and in post-event PR. Send them as soon as you 

can to –herefordVMCC@outlook.com If you wish 

to be credited for the pictures, please advise us 

when you send them.  

  
Updates and other stuff can be found on our 

Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire section. 
Feel free to post to it. If you post stuff on your own 

Facebook page, please remember to share it or 

link it to ours. If you’re not sure how to do it - ask 

your grandkids! 
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