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NEWSLETTER
Issue 1 Jan 1st 2026

Editor Geoftf McGladdery — herefordvimcc(@outlook.com
Welcome toissue 1 of the event newsletter. Itis sent only to those
who have previously entered, those who have expressed an
interest in entering and event supporters. If you wish to be
removed from the mailing list, please let us know.

ONTHE
DGE

10th EDITION

Welcome to the 10" running of “Herefordshire on the
Edge”, which will be held on Sunday June 28th 2026.
If you haven't already received regulations and
entry forms, you can find them on our section
website https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ or if
you prefer, email me at the address above. We will
be delighted to see all of you who have entered
before and hope that those of you who haven't yet
entered will do so in the coming weeks.

If you've enjoyed previous events, why noft circulate
this newsletter and its aftachments to friends or
fellow club members?

WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT

“Herefordshire on the Edge 2026” is an enjoyable, full
day event for 2 and 3 wheelers over 25 years old. It
is designed to challenge entrants’ riding and
navigation skills and to test their machines over a
wide range of surfaced roads. The 10th running of
this unique event provides the opportunity to
explore some remote and beautiful corners of one
of Britain’s most scenic, most historic, but least visited
counties.

The locations of 28 waypoints and the 4 cardinal
points, spaced at roughly é-mile intervals on and
around the borders of Herefordshire will be
published two weeks before the event, in the form
of post codes, 10 figure Ordnance Survey grid
references, decimal latitude and longitude and
“what three words”. You simply choose your
preferred navigation method then plan and follow
a route to visit as many of these waypoints as you
wish. You are welcome to use maps, satnavs or any
other system you feel comfortable with. There is no
right way or wrong way, just your way!
“HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE “RAGGED EDGE” is an
event within the event. Aimed at the more
adventurous, a number of the waypoints will have
alternative locatfions, sited on non-damaging,
unsurfaced legal (or permissive) rights of way. These
will be passable, with care, on road tyres on road
going machinery. You will not need a trail bike or

knobbly tyres. You may choose to visit any or all of
these alternative waypoints. Enfrants gaining
medals of any colour, who visit all the designated
“Ragged Edge” waypoints qualify for a

“Herefordshire on the Ragged Edge” ribbon. PLEASE
NOTE - these waypoints are alternatives and not
additional. It will be quite clear when the route
instructions are issued, where these alternative
waypoints are. There is absolutely no penalty for not
visiting them.

All o’rher owords are detailed in ’rh “Regulohons

NEW FOR 2026

Reflecting a growing interest in exploring our
unsurfaced roads, this year, there will be six
“Ragged Edge” waypoints. Whilst entrants will need
fo visit all six to qualify for a ribbon, we would
encourage everyone to try atf least one of these
unsurfaced sections — you will be amazed what you
and your machine are capable of.

Whilst the main event will contfinue in its established
format, we continue to try to find a simpler, shorter
alternative route.

Last year's “Taster” event has given us
encouragement to run an improved version this
year, and we hope to be able to provide a gentler
infroduction to this kind of Navigational event.

If you've always wanted to enter “Herefordshire on
the Edge” but thought it a bit too intense, too long,

or tfoo complex, then here's your chance to try a
simpler, and less demanding event.

The “2026 Taster” wil be shorter with fewer
waypoints and will focus less on the legendary
narrow bumpy lanes and instead give entrants the
option of using more open roads, offering a more
relaxing way to appreciate this beautiful historic
county.

The locations of a maximum of 8 waypoints spaced
at roughly 15-mile intervals around the borders of
Herefordshire will be published two weeks before
the event, in the form of post codes, “what3words”,
10 figure OS grid references and decimal Latitude
and Longitude. Riders should plan and follow their
own route to visit as many of these waypoints as they
choose. Each waypoint will be identified by a clue,
which will normally be part of the permanent written
information to be found at each location. Proof of
passage is certified by resolving the clue and/or
recording information on a route card, which is
given to competitors when they sign on at the start.
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Four additional waypoints (including the start/finish)
will be designated as Cardinal Points. To qualify for
a finishers award, entrants must visit all 4 Cardinal
Points (North, South, East and West). The Cardinal
Points, which are all pubs or cafes, are designated
rest stops where entrants must dismount from their
vehicles. Enfrants must spend at least 30 minutes at
one of these stops. Your custom would be a great
way of thanking the owners for their assistance.
There are no prizes, but a “finishers” award will be
presented to those who visit all 8 waypoints as well
as the 4 cardinal points. PLEASE NOTE - ONLY 25

PLACES WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE TASTER EVENT

2026 WAYPOINTS

Waypoints for this year's events will be available on
our section website no earlier than Sunday June 14t
and will be emailed directly to all entrants.

START/FINISH POINTS for 2026.

The Southern start at Whitchurch & Ganarew
Memorial Hall, HR? éDJ, new for 2025, exceeded dall
our expectations. Maria, Di, Carmel and Linda (not
forgetting Neil the driver and errand boy!l), didn't
just provide excellent all-day catering, but they
raised in excess of £270 for their chosen charity.

We are delighted to welcome the famous five back
in 2026 when they plan to provide an even wider
range of food and will support our event's chosen
charity — the Midlands Air Ambulance Charity (see
further details below). We are also in discussions
about a larger off-road parking area to provide
substantial additional space for vans and frailers.
Situated just off the A40 close to Symonds Yat, this is
an excellent venue.
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The Northern Start/Finish will once again be based
at the splendid Lion Hotel, Leintwardine SY7 0JZ. You
may choose from either of the two start/finish points,
but you must start and finish at the same point to
qualify for an award

ACCOMODATION

Many of you will travel long distances to the event
and will need accommodation. Why not bring your
partner or your family and make It a long weekend?
There are some wonderful places to explore in and
around Herefordshire.

There is limited accommodation at the Lion at
Leintwardine and you will need to book early o
secure a room. Preference will be given to those
wanting to stay over on the Sunday evening. There
is a wide range of accommodation in the Village
and the surrounding area.

Take a look at the https://www.airbnb.co.uk/
website, which has plenty to offer, including (af the
fime of writing) double rooms in The Oak at Wigmore
— just a couple of miles south of Leintwardine.

LUDLOW
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https://www.ludlow.org.uk/accommodation.html
has a list of accommodation in the splendid historic
town of Ludlow including the popular Charlton Arms
Hotel (above), overlooking the river Teme at Ludford
Bridge.



https://www.airbnb.co.uk/
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If you can’t find what you want here, then you can
always use the old favourites like Booking.com and
Trivago.

ACCOMODATION IN THE SOUTH
There is accommodation in the vilage of
Whitchurch itself, including The Crown Inn — just a
few yards from the start/finish.

The Premier Inn, Ledbury Road, Ross-On-Wye,
Herefordshire HRY 7QJ, is an easy 8 miles up the A40.
To make a booking, use their website. Their normal
rates apply. If you fancy something a little more
luxurious The Old Court Hotel, at Symonds Yat West,
would be ideal.

[~

For those on a budget, there is a caravan and
camping site at Symonds Yat, but early booking is
advised.

https://www.airbnb.co.uk/ has its usual eclectic
range of accommodation. The sooner you book the
more choice you will have.

There are of course other hotels, guest houses, B&Bs
and camp sites in the area. We recommend
exploring the *“Visit Herefordshire” welbsite, which
has a directory of local accommodation.
https://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/

THE GIRDER FORK RUN - Saturday June 27t

“Herefordshire on the Edge 2026” entrants, are
invited to join The VMCC's North Birmingham section
“Girder Fork Run” on Saturday June 27%. This free,
informal, 70-mile social event, commences at 10.30
from Rowberry’s Nursery Café, Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster, DY10 4QN
Riders usually gather from 10.00 a.m., allowing time
for a bit of “tyre-kicking”, pre-run brecakfast, coffee,
...... and of course use of the necessary facilities!
Following last year's sad loss of Martyn Round, the
2026 event will be organised by lan Goodhall.

The “Girder Fork Run” was infroduced to the
North Birmingham Section’s calendar in the 1980’s
specifically for and to encourage the use of early
vintage girder fork machines.
The section asks for a £2 donation to cover costs with

any surplus donated to the West Midlands Air
Ambulance.

Why not grab the opportunity for a second ride of
the weekend and enjoy mingling with some
interesting and historic machinery? Whilst Girder Fork
machines are encouraged, all VMCC eligible
machines are welcome. No booking is necessary,
just turn up aft the start.

SIGHT§'EEING
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of Hay-on-Wye (pictured above), famous for its
second-hand bookstores and castle will reward time
spent. A walk along the wonderful River Wye may
be the ideal preparation for Sunday’s ride.
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The market towns f Momou’rh, Molern, Ross-on-
Wye, Ledbury and Ludlow (pictured below) are all
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worthy of exploration and let's not forget Hereford
itself - a fine historic city.

THE 2026 WESTERN REGION ROAD TRIAL

CHAMPIONSHIP

“Herefordshire on the Edge 2026" is proud to be a
part of the Western Regional Road Championship
and your results are automatically included in the
league table. Why not give some thought tfo
entering some more of the wonderful events in the
series?

ProVisionol J 2026 Western Region-‘Road Tridl

Championship Dates

April 12th Cheddar Road Trial
April 18th & 19th Felix Burke
April 26th Black Mountain Event
May 31st Cotswold Signpost Rally

June 13th Flat-tank Weekend Road Trial

June 28th Herefordshire on the Edge
July 12th White Horse Scatter (W Wilts)
Aug 2nd Somerset Signpost Rally
Aug %9th Trelawny Section Event (new event)

Aug 22nd or 23rd  The Chippy Run (N Cotswolds
area) (new event)

September 6th Vale of Glamorgan Run

September 19th Saundersfoot Road Event

September 27th Levis

THERE ARE EVENT CLASSES FOR

Veteran, pre-1914

Vintage, 1915-1930

Post Vintage or pre-war, 1931-1945

Post War, 1946-1960

Post '60 classics, 1961-1975

Post '75 moderns, 1976 — 1990

Really Modern, Post 1990

If you wish to find out more about this excellent

championship, contact Robert Rendell by email at

ear@globalnet.co.uk or phone him on 01452 863470

“150” AWARD

Following its highly successful infroduction in 2021,
the "“150" has now become an important
component of “Herefordshire on the Edge”.

When the combined age of yourself and your
machine totals 150 or more, you will automatically
receive a “150" award in addition to whatever
other medal you have achieved, conditional upon
you visiﬂng all the cardinal points and arriving af

your chosen finish control prior to its closure. We
have awarded nineteen “150" medals since 2021,
eleven of them Gold, Including one Ragged Gold.



This category has attracted some fabulous
machines, such as Paul Jameson’'s Gold medal
Square 4 (elw)

winning 1936
_ - -

as well as some “ordinary” ride-to-work survivors, like
Roger Bibbings' Gold Medal winning 1951 200cc
MKII LE Velocette. (seen above with its proud owner
clutching his award)

We are grateful to Andrew “Mitch” Mitchell who has
sponsored the 150 awards since their inception.
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The event has seen a fabulous cast of machinery
over ifs short life. We've seen the rare, like — Paul
Jameson’s 1975 Healey 1000/4 (above), Neil Kerr's

The BMCT's 1991 Norton P53C Rotary. (ridden by Andy
Bufton and seen here at Hopton Castle)
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We've been delighted to welcome “workaday”
standards such as Pefe ?Turman’s 1982 MZ 15250
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We've been well supported by a wide variety of
small_wheelers like these nderful Lambrettas,

We've seen “"big-uns” and ‘“little-uns” and had
enftries from Trail bikes and frials bike...... but what
we haven't seen yet is everything!!

History confirms that this event seems to suit 2 and 3
wheeled machines of all eras, marques and
capacities...... so, If you're wondering if your bike is
suitable, then whatever it is, the answer is definitely

yes!

PHOTOS AND HISTORY OF YOUR BIKE

When you enter, please don't be shy in sending us
pictures of your machine. Send old pictures if you
have them — Box Brownie specials would be great.
HISTORY

If you know anything of the history of your machine,
then please share it with us. Is it the only one of its
kind in the world? Is it the only one of its kind in
Shropshire? Is it the first one made or indeed the last
one made? Was it once owned by Barry Sheene or
John Lennon’'s second cousin's next door
neighboure Have you owned it since new, did you
pay half a crown for it, did you drag it out of a
hedge, or did you swap it for a mint copy of “Charles
Buchan's Football Monthly"2

Herefordshire on the Edge has an honourable
fradition of raising funds for local charities, with St
Michaels Hospice being a long-time beneficiary. In
2025, we supported the Wales Air Ambulance, and
we were proud to present a cheque for £500 to Brian
Tolley - the local representative of the WAA
(pictured below with section members Gary Jones
(left) and Roger Bibbings (right)

The money was raised at the pre-event barbecue at
Terry & Sue Pickering’s house, by entrant’s donations
on the day of the event, topped up with a small
donation from Club funds. A big thankyou to all
those who donated.

NEW CHARITY FOR 2026

Our chosen charity for 2026 is the Midlands Air
Ambulance Charity (MAAC). It operates and funds
three air ambulances covering six counties including
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Shropshire,
Staffordshire, Worcestershire and the West Midlands.
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It costs £16 million a year to maintain the three aircraft
and the provision of a lifesaving service. Each air
ambulance mission costs an average of £2,950. The
charity does not receive any funding from the NHS,
Government or National Lottery for its daily missions
and relies entirely on the support and generosity of
local people and businesses.

Since 1991, it has responded to more than 80,000
missions, making it one of the busiest air ambulance
services in the UK.



TATENHILL
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CRITICALCARE
CARFLEET

Serving six
counties

We do hope you will give generously in support of
this important charity.

CWMPAS
Infroduced in 2020 as a substitute for that year's
COVID hit Herefordshire on the Edge, CWMPAS
proved so popular that it
2 has continued to run every
N . ~e .
& v « ~p yearsince. In 2025, 15 Gold
7 X and 4 Silver awards were
~:« made. Cwmpas will run
o © ¢ again this year. Centred, as
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N [ <& usual on Mid-Wales. The
*‘q%,r“*"f | \ R 2026 edition opens on
€ and Mid” Friday April 3@ and remains
open until Wednesday Oct 7th, It is completely free
to enter. You can see details and photos of previous
editions and discover how to enter Cwmpas 2026
here on our section website.
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

We are grateful to organiser John Munday for the
amazing work he does finding us interesting places
to visit and wonderful roads to travel.

SECTION WEBSITE

The Herefordshire and Mid-Wales Section website
can be found by following the link below. There are
whole pages devoted to the history of
“Herefordshire on the Edge” including past results
and lots of pictures. You can also download the
2026 Regulations and Entfry Forms. We will publish all
updates and other information on the 2026 event fo
the website as well as in the occasional event
Newsletters.

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-calendar/

VMCC MEMBERSHIP
The Vintage Motor Cycle Club (VMCC) celebrates
its 80" anniversary in April 2026 - a remarkable
achievement. Now with more than 11,000 members,
the club continues to champion the ownership of
older machinery.
“Herefordshire on the Edge 2026” is organised by the
Herefordshire
and Mid
Wales section
of the VMCC
and would
normally  be
limited fo
VMCC
Members only.
Non-members
are invited to
take part, to
see at first-
hand what
the VMCC is all about. If you are not a member, we
hope that our event will provide a good reason to
join us. Anyone joining the VMCC on the day will
have their non-member's entry premium of £8
refunded.

Find us on H Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page - VMCC Herefordshire
section. Feel free to post to it. If you post stuff on your
own Facebook page, please remember to link it to
ours. If you're not sure how to do it - ask your
grandkids!
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire
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