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NEWSLETTER

Issue 5 July 8th 2024
Editor Geoff McGladdery — herefordvmcc@outlook.com
Welcome toissue 5 of the event newsletter. It is sent only to those
who have previously entered, those who have expressed an
interest in entering and event supporters. If you wish to be
removed from the mailing list, please let me know.

8th EDITION
That's it for another year. “Flaming June”, it wasn't,
but the rain stayed away, and the roads were dry.
Routes were plotted and followed, and prizes,
medals and ribbons were awarded. The machines
have returned to their lairs and the code boards
have all been taken down. Herefordshire's lanes are
quiet for another year and the organising team
have already started planning for the ?th edifion on
June 29th, 2025.

Nof quite the record enfry of 2023, but an
encouraging 95 machines entered with 85 actually
making it to the start. An amazing 81 machines
finished, by far the highest percentage we have
ever seen.

Sadly, our Lambretta contingent were unable to join
us this year because of a clash of dates, although
they vow fo refurn in 2025.

First timer Karl Coope, did fly the fldg for small-
wheeled devotees with his lovely 1965 174cc Heinkel
Tourist 103A2.

RESULTS AND AWARDS
As you can see from the simple analysis below, 74
medals were awarded, and a record 55% of them
were “Gold”. 21 of those Golds came with a
“Ragged Edge” ribbon. It was good to see so many
more enfrants tackling the unsurfaced roads.

Summary of Achievements 2024
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Comparisons with 2023 results (below) shows that
despite a smaller number of starters, there was a
marked increase in the total number of waypoints
visited and the number of gold medals presented.
The number of DNFs (did nof finish) was a record low
of just 5%.
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Just 3 "150" medals were awarded this year,
reflecting a slight reduction in entrants riding/driving
pre-war machinery.
MAXIMUM MEN

We had 5 "maximum men” this year who visited
every one of the waypoints, including the four
“"Ragged Edge”. They were Dean Fielder (1997
223cc Yamaha Bronco), Oliver Victor-Trott (1986
Honda XLé00), Toby Victor-Trott (1987 Yamaha
XT350), Rory Mclaughlin (2007 HondaxR125L) and
Mark Taylor (1978 750cc Triumph Bonneville) There is
no award for this feat, other than an honourable
mention here. A “full fat” set of results in Excel format
has been sent out with this newsletter.
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WAYPOINTS

New Clerk of the Course, Terry Pickering wanted to
gently shift the balance towards more open roads
and less 3-ply lanes, So
several new waypoints
were added, which
gave entrants the
chance to ride to the
East of the Malverns for
the first time, crossing the
unspoilt open spaces of
Castle Morton Common
and over  Marlbank e W&
Brook. Other new waypoints in the Cusop area
substituted the gnarly narrow road from Rhula
Ternant and Red Darren to Olchon Brook for the
gentler but no less scenic Watery Lane with its great

views across the county. (below
SRR

No Whitney Toll Bridge this year, so the most visited
waypoints were #5 - the junction of Haynall Lane
and the A456 at Brimfield with 72 visits, closely
followed by #21, Ditchyeld Cottage with 71 visits.
Just 23 visited the least popular waypoint, #4 at Star
Beech Hill. The two waypoints to the North of
Leintwardine #13 & #17 including the much-
photographed landmark, Hopton Castle mustered
just 61 visits between them.

The treacherous algae at Waypoint #14 - Clenchers
Mill Ford claimed another victim — who shall remain
nameless. Sadly, his riding partner was paralyzed by
laughter and thus unable to record proceedings for
posterity. Other than severely dented pride there
was no damage to either rider or machine.

If you're interested to know why these innocent little
fords have become so challenging, then it seems
that “Didymo” (Didymosphenia geminata) might be
the culprit. This is an example of an introduced
organism that has grown into unsightly mats over
stfream and river bottoms. In many places it has out-
competed the native algae and destroyed
invertebrate and fish habitat. (and rider’s egos ...Ed).
If you want to find Fords to practice on in your local
area, you might like to check out this website
www.wetroads.co.uk

The “Ragged Edge” roads

We were delighted to see that almost 1/3 of starters
chose to tackle the Ragged Edge roads this year a
significant increase on previous years. We hope this
frend continues.

As numerous riders have ably demonstrated these
fracks might challenge your riding skills but are
always passable by mere mortals on road bikes on
road tyres.
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You don't need 12" of suspension travel either. Two
machines with rigid rear ends successfullty tackled
them this year. You will be amazed what you and
your bike can do.
The new waypoint RE23 (above) — the highest point
on the route at a little over 1500 feet (460 metres)
rewarded riders with 172 miles of excellent gravel
road and a superb view across to Hay Bluff. The locks
proved a little awkward to use and the two
threatening but ultimately harmless deep puddles at
the Northern end caused some trepidation. Overall
we felt that this was a great addition to our event
and we are most grateful to the owners for allowing
us to use it. Please note that it is a private road and
is closed to riders without special permission.
RE6 at R R
Kentchurch is | -
another road
we ride only @&
with the kind
permission of
Kentchurch
Estate, for
which we are
extremely
grateful. It
isn't a public
right-of-way and we would respectfully ask you not
to use it outside of the event.

Cefn Road -
RE12, with its
views over the
Wye Valley is
always a
popular tfrack.
Mark Evans
couldn't resist
taking this
picture of his

1985 ETZ 250 MLZ.
The long stony track on Shelderton Hill RE17 - a
surprising 950 feet above sea level (289 metres)
superb views across South  Shropshire.

offers

It too featured some intimidating but harmless
puddles at the Northern end and seemed a lot
bumpier than in previous years. Alan Keane and his
1972 I1SDT 500cc Cheney Triumph (above) look very
much at home with a little gravel under the wheels.

CARDINAL POINTS
The change of Cardinal Point East from British Camp
fo Bringsty cafe proved popular with riders.

Their é)ic:-efﬂll-ehf fobd dhd quick serviceJa’\}lfcs greatly
appreciated. To all who chose the high cholesterol
breakfast — your secret is safe with us!

We are indebted to Starbucks for stepping in at the
last minute and averting disaster at CPS the
Southern start/finish. Initially, We had been informed
that The Travellers
Rest was due to §
close in the first
week in July, but
that changed to
closing on
Sunday and then
with  almost no
notice, changed
again fo closing
as soon as we
had waved off &3 ol
the last starters at 10:30! Thanks to all the Ross
starters, who fook the changes in their stride. We
have no idea what will happen to The Traveller's
Rest, but we hope it is purchased and that its new
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owner continues the business in a similar way. If not,
we will have to find a new Cardinal Point South.

MACHINES - THEIR RIDERS AND DRIVERS

We take for granted the amazing array of
machinery entering the event, but it is one of the
real pleasures seeing this diverse collection of
vinfage machinery being ridden and driven. Twenty
eight different marques entered. Honda were best
represented with 20 machines, almost twice as
many as the twelve who were Triumph mounted.
For the first time, with 40%, Japanese machines
outnumbered British marques with 35%. 16% were
German and just 9% Italian. We were unable fo
categorise Pete Howells' amazing silver medal
winning....... "thing”.... entered as a 250cc Moto
Guzzi “Special”’, but clearly showing “other

influences”. Thank you Pete for brightening our day
with your amazing innovative engineering.
i e e = z T 531 | g

Average machine capacity was a much reduced
472cc, a consequence of the drift fowards smaller
Japanese marques with better power to weight
ratios.

NO SIDECARS!
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Sad to report that only one 3 wheeler took the start
— the 1951 1098cc Morgan F2 Super of Bob Ashwin
and Josie Ashwin-Parker — seen here preparing for
the off. We have had some memorable enfries and
performances from “combinations” in the past and
it was disappointing not to welcome any this year.
A GENERATIONAL SHIFT?

Average age of the machines this year was 49 — the
youngest ever, making 1975 the mean year of birth

for our precious metal. Whilst the average age for
riders and drivers was another “low” at 56, it still
included 2 octogenarians and no less than 26
septuagenarians. Let's hear it for the old guys!
Almost 1/3d of the entry was over 70. Someone
remarked that this is a real generational shift. Did our
parents do this sort of stuff in their 7' decade?
LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE LADIES

It was wonderful to see five lady riders this year, all
of whom finished and acquitted themselves well.
Adele Goddard on her 1994 Suzuki GN125 (below,
at Cusop) achieved Silver, even visiting a Ragged
Edge point along the way and ftaking home the
prize for “Smallest or most unlikely bike to gain a
medal of any colour”

Jan Howells, (below — trying to warm her hands),
normally the navigator in another of Pete Howell’s
creations, the Mithril 3-wheeler, decided to go solo
this year and gained a silver aboard her 1995 Suzuki
GN250.
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Kathleen Evans (seen below at Huntingdon - “The



land that time forgot™) cruised to a commendable
“Ragged” Bronze on her 1972 Ho/ndo CB175,
: > HElECH

Sue Beal infiniy & beyon” ..... (Iw)
achieved a Silver on her 1977 Honda 400/4.

Sally Williams took the top award — a "Ragged” Gold
on her beautiful 1972 Honda CL175.

SPECIAL MACHINES
Hiding in plain sight were some historic and very
special machines. One of a pair of Cheney Triumphs

on show, Bob Papp’s 1970 500cc model is the ex-
British Team ISDT bike that was ridden by John Giles
in El Escorial, Spain in 1970 and Mick Andrews in the
Isle of Man in 1971.

“Miss Jones” Steve Sumner's 1920 3.5HP Lea Francis
— the oldest machine ever to take the start and the
first to do so with *V" block brakes, made just a brief
appearance.

S’ree was forced to retfire after 30 miles and one
waypoint with a badly leaking gasket on the front

Inlet rocker box.



Having always wanted one since his gran bought
him a book which included a picture of one, Steve
finally bought “Miss Jones” in 2022 as anincomplete
restoration project and has been working on it ever
since. (see

ics below).
.o“ ex?;l'
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Andy Bufton brought along the Unique Norton P53C

belonging to the BMCT's

Charitable Trust.)

(British  Motorcycle

This 'Wo’rer—coole_d rb’rry os sh o’r the Iv\oor
Cycle Show in 1990, but never went intfo production.

Andy demonstrated the bike's class by achieving
Gold medal standard and taking this great picture
along the way.

John Roach serviced and prepped his much
modified1983 350cc Moto Morini  Kanguro,
especially for the day and cruised to a “Ragged”
Gold.

machine that John rode 3,500 miles across the dirt
roads of America on the Trans-America Trail in 2017.

THE ONE WE'D LIKE TO TAKE HOME
Not an easy choice with so much splendid
machinery on show, but after much deliberation,

the prize for “The machine the organisers would



most like to take home with them” was awarded to
Adrian Shawcross for his silver medal winning 1972
Honda CL350. (below)

Never available in the UK, so called "“Street
scramblers” were usually US imports and always an
unusual sight on British streets. The engine was a de-
tuned version of the CB350 and only 325cc, but sfill
managed a healthy 33bhp @ 9500 rom. A 5-speed
box, 8" twin leading shoe front brake and electric
starting, it was an excellent all-round package.

The prize for “the oldest bike to gain a medal of any
Colour” went to Colin Durnall and his Gold medal
winning 1937 350cc P&M Red Panther. As usual,
Colin rode his bike to and from his home in
Wolverhampton!!!l
NEVER GIVE UP!

Event regular and serial Gold medal winner, John
Munday arrive at Leintwardine on his Yamaha
Serow to find that his oil filler plug had disappeared
and spread oil over the bike and his leg. Undaunted,
he carved a bung from a wine boftle cork and set
off for his home in Builth, taking in a couple of
waypoints on the journey. He swapped the oily
Serow for his modern 125 “twist&Go" scooter and
rode it for the rest of the day to achieve Gold
standard. As his scooter was less than 25 years old,
he didn't qualify for an award, but did gain
everyone's respect for determination.

Newcomers, Peter Rundle on a 1954 Moto Morinil75
Turismo 175 and Nick Jones on a 1958 FB Mondial175
Super Turismo were making excellent progress until
this happened....... "Somewhere in North
Herefordshire around I1pm the chain parted
company with the Mondial and the joining link was
lost. After 90 minutes delay Peter managed fo find a
custom bike builder around two miles from our
location , very helpfully he came down from
repairing his house chimney........... He couldn’t find
a suitable link other than the one in his trials bike.
That turned out to have legs a little short for our
chain width so he ground down the link so that the
retaining clip went in enabling us to continue. At the
East Herefordshire checkpoint we still had three
further punches to find on our way back to Ross. Sat
nav indicated we needed 70 minutes , but only 67
remained! Somehow on these little 175cc bikes we
managed to get back just in time and were
delighted fo achieve two Gold Awards. Very much
looking forward to next year, | will be well stocked
with spare chain links!”



(We haven’t been able to locate the mystery helper, but
we would like to track him down and thank him for his
generosity....Ed)

HELPERS AND SUPPORTERS

We must thank the small army of helpers and
supporters, who give of their time and theirresources
so generously in return for nothing but our gratitude.
I know it's a cliché, but without them this event could
not happen.

SPONSORS

We are most grateful to local motor cycle engineer
Mitch, proprietor of AH Mitchell, unit 1D,Lower Road
Trading Estate, Ledbury, HR8 2DJ, who generously
provided the “150" awards.

THE 2024 WESTERN REGION ROAD TRIAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

There is no requirement to formally sign-up for the
Championship. Entering any of the events
automatically enrols you. So why not enter some of
the other wonderful events in The Western Region
Road Trial Championship.
July 14th

July 28th

September 1st

White Horse Trial (W Wilts)
Somerset Signpost Rally
Vale of Glamorgan Run

September 6t - 8th Saundersfoot

September 29t The Levis Trial

Please note the new date for the Saundersfoot event
Event Classes are

Veteran - pre-1914

Vintage - 1915-1930

Post Vintage or pre-war -1931-1945

Post War -1946-1960

Post '60 classics -1961-1975

Post '75 moderns -1976 — 1999
If you wish to find out more about this excellent
championship, contact Robert Rendell by email at
ear@globalnet.co.uk or phone him on 01452 863470.

VMCC MEMBERSHIP

“Herefordshire on the Edge 24" is organised by the
Herefordshire and Mid
Wales section of the E/E
VMCC.

Non-members were
invited to take part, to
see at first-hand what
the VMCC is all about.
We hope that our event
has provided a good reason to join us. You can do
so by following this link https://vmcc.net/Join

ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE

Since the first event in 2016, enfrants have raised
funds for our wonderful Herefordshire Charity — The
St Michael’'s Hospice.

As usual, there were

collection buckets at
&\CH 4 both starts and the
O‘J&k\\\\\\lw////é_’é?u)j donations totalled

£223.45 - thanks to all
those who contributed. If
you didn't get the
chance, or you would
like to make further
donations, you can do
so here:
http://www.stmichaels-hospice.org.uk/

SECTION WEBSITE

The Herefordshire and Mid-Wales Section website
can be found by following the link below. There are
whole pages devoted to the history of Herefordshire
on the Edge including past results and lots of
pictures. We will publish all updates and other
information on the 2025 event to the website as well
as in the regular event Newsleftters.
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-

calendar/ -
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Find us on n Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page - VMCC Herefordshire
section. Feel free to post toit. If you post stuff on your
own Facebook page, please remember to link it to
ours. If you're not sure how to do it - ask your
grandkids!
hitps://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE EDGE 2025

Next year's event will take place on Sunday June
29th 2025 and will follow a similar pattern to its
predecessors. If you are on our mailing list, you will
automatically receive entry forms and Regulations
around New Year. We hope you will come and join
us.
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