
 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Issue 4 June 28th 2024 

Editor Geoff McGladdery – herefordvmcc@outlook.com   
Welcome to issue 3 of the event newsletter. It is sent only to those 

who have previously entered, those who have expressed an 

interest in entering and event supporters. If you wish to be 

removed from the mailing list, please let me know. 

 

8th EDITION 
Welcome to the 8th running of “Herefordshire on the 

Edge”, which will be held on Sunday June 30th 2024. 

I hope your route planning is going well, but if you 

are having difficulties, please contact Geoff 

McGladdery on 07588 559698 or at the email 

address above. You will find some basic guidance 

on route planning below. 

 

JUST A FEW PLACES LEFT 
Entries are hovering around the mid-nineties and 

2024 looks like being another excellent year. A big 

thank you to all of you for supporting our event – it is 

much appreciated. We still have a few places left 

and, subject to availability, we will be accepting 

entries up until 10:00 a.m. on the day. Please note 

that there is a £5 premium charge for late entries. 

You can find regulations, entry forms details of the 

waypoints as well as information and photos of 

previous events on our section website.  

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/  

 

THE WEATHER 
The forecast for Sunday is encouraging, a mix of sun 

and high clouds, with light winds. There is a 10% 

possibility of light showers in the early afternoon. 

Temperatures are expected to be in the high teens. 

(Source BBC Weather – 27/06/24 

 
 

 

THE SOUTHERN START/FINISH - The Travellers Rest, 

Ross-on-Wye, HR9 7QJ,  

Parking – It will be busy here with almost 70 starters. 

If you have a vehicle in the hotel car park, leave it 

there. If you are leaving a vehicle for the day in the 

pub car park, please enter you reg no in their system 

inside otherwise you’ll risk a fine. Please be patient. 

Arriving early might be helpful.  

The Travellers Rest is closing in early July and is 

providing only a skeleton service. It will be closed at 

lunchtime and it will not be possible to get 

refreshments. If you have not booked a breakfast 

then I’m afraid you are too late. There is a Starbucks 

and a Burger King a 

few hundred yards 

to the SW on the 

A449. 

Leintwardine starters 

will need to punch 

their cards to show 

'proof of passage’. 

The orienteering punch will be left on the handrail 

outside the restaurant entrance close to the 

CARDINAL POINT notice (see above).  

 

THE NORTHERN START/FINISH - The Lion Hotel, 

Leintwardine, SY7 0JZ.  

 
There is limited vehicle parking in the hotel car park 

but there is plenty of street parking. Please park with 

consideration for residents. 

You will be able to buy tea or coffee at the start and 

order a bacon or sausage sandwich. If you would 

like a full breakfast, you must book in advance (Tel - 

01547 540203).  

The Lion is an ideal lunch stop and they 

provide a special simple lunch menu for the event.  

Situated in the centre of the village on the banks of 

the beautiful river Teme, it is a great place to 

spectate, as all riders are required to check in here 

at some time during their day.  
 

THOUGHTS ON PLANNING YOUR ROUTE 
For those of you who are new to the event, we offer 

this guidance: - 

mailto:herefordvmcc@outlook.com
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/


 

CODEBOARDS AND ROUTE 

CARDS - Using the 

Waypoint information you 

have received, plan and 

follow a route to visit as 

many codeboards as you 

believe you can 

comfortably reach in a 

day’s ride.  

Don’t be too ambitious if 

you’ve never done this kind 

of event before. 

Codeboards like this 

one (above) will be 

displayed clearly at 

each waypoint. You 

should record the 

code board 

information on the 

route card, which is 

given to you at the 

start. (right) 

 

CARDINAL POINTS –         

Four special 

waypoints, including 

the start/finish, are 

designated as 

CARDINAL POINTS. To 

qualify for any award, 

entrants must visit all 

four Cardinal Points 

(North, South, East and 

West). The Cardinal 

Points, which are all 

pubs or cafes, are designated rest stops where 

entrants must dismount from their vehicles. Entrants 

must spend at least 30 minutes at one of these stops. 

Failure to comply will result in disqualification.  

Proof of passage at the Cardinal Points will require 

route cards to be punched with the orienteering 

punch, located at the Cardinal Point. (see notes on 

Cardinal Point South above).  

 

THE RAGGED EDGE - Four of the waypoints have 

alternative locations, 

sited on non-damaging 

unsurfaced legal or 

“permitted” rights of way. 

They are passable, with 

care, on road tyres and 

have all been ridden this 

week without drama on 

these tyres. “Ragged 

Edge” points are shown 

in green on your 

waypoint information. 

They are paired together 

in the schedule (RE6 & 6; 

RE12 & 12; RE17 & 17; RE23 & 23). Entrants choosing 

to visit all four of these alternative waypoints qualify 

for a “Herefordshire on the Ragged Edge” ribbon in 

addition to any other award they may earn. NB: 

these waypoints are alternatives and not additional.  

If you’re finding all this a bit difficult, we hope 

to have an explanatory video at signing-on and the 

start marshals will be on hand to answer any 

questions before you hit the road. 

 
RE23 is a new Ragged Edge point for this year. We 

have special permission to ride this excellent 1 mile 

of forestry road. Please note that it is permitted for 

this event only and you may not ride it at any other 

time. There are locked gates at each end of the 

track. They are combination locks and the code is 

1997. Please ensure that you lock the gates behind 

you. Some Satnavs may not take you past either 

entrance to this forest road, so for the avoidance of 

doubt they are here. 

 
FOLLOWING YOUR CHOSEN ROUTE 

Entrants may use any appropriate equipment to 

plan and follow their route (Satnavs are allowed). 

There is no prescribed route. This is not a treasure 

hunt, our aim is to make these waypoints as simple 

to find and record as possible They are positioned to 

assist you in finding the best roads and scenery the 

area has to offer. If you cannot see the codeboard, 

you are probably in the wrong place! 
SATNAVS 

If you are using a Satnav, then you need to ensure 

that you have enough power to keep going for 

what could be a long day away from civilisation. If 

you’re “hard wired” then you shouldn’t have a 

problem, but if you are just using the device’s 



 

battery, you may need some back-up.  There are 

plenty of power packs available on-line, which can 

provide all the extra capacity you need – they can 

also charge your phone, tablet or even laptop. 

Power packs start from around £10.  

 

FOLLOW A LEADER 

Perhaps the easiest and certainly the most popular 

way of navigating the route is to follow someone 

who has done all the hard work and knows exactly 

where they are going! A perfectly legitimate 

method, but if you are riding in groups, please try to 

keep them small – we would urge you to travel in 

groups of  5 as a maximum. 

 

PLEASE TAKE EXTRA CARE 
We want you to have fun on “Herefordshire on the 

Edge 24”, but please remember, this is not a race 

and you are sharing small, often single track roads, 

with other users, most of them Herefordshire 

residents. They have just as much right to use these 

roads as you.  

Herefordshire’s roads are notorious for their poor 

surface condition. Blind bends and crests are 

everywhere. Make sure you always allow enough 

stopping distance. Being an agricultural county, it 

will be surprising if you don’t come face to face with 

at least one of these! 

 
No prizes for guessing who’ll come off worst if you’re 

travelling too quickly.  

White-Van-Man will also be plying his trade on a 

Sunday and now and again he/she might be 

travelling too quickly for the conditions, with dire 

consequences. 

 
This incident actually happened to section member 

Rob Woodford in a lane close to his home and this is 

(was) his car! Pedestrians, horse riders, dog walkers, 

cyclists and all other road users must be treated with 

care and courtesy.  Don’t be afraid to stop and turn 

off your engine if you encounter nervous horses. We 

have never had a reported accident or near miss, 

nor a complaint from a member of the public, so lets 

try and keep it this way. People will be curious about 

you and your machinery and interested to know 

what you are doing. If you are asked questions, be 

generous with your time and make sure you leave a 

good impression. If 

you are involved 

in any kind of 

incident, please 

keep a record of it 

(photos are ideal) 

and let us know 

when you finish. 

HAVE A GREAT 

DAY! 

 

FUEL 
You will find plenty of filling stations on or close to 

your route, but not all sell E5 grade. This list may be 

of help. Please note that the filling station at 

Leintwardine no longer sells E5.   

 
We strongly advise that you start with a full tank and 

plan carefully for any top-ups. 

 

MACHINES AND THEIR RIDERS  

 
As ever, we welcome an amazing array of 

machinery. Twenty-seven different marques have 

entered to date, with Honda being best 

represented with 17 machines. Triumph is the 



 

second most popular with 10 and Suzuki third with 9 

machines.  

Frank Chapman’s 1969 Honda SL90 (above) is this 

year’s smallest capacity machine, and John 

Webb’s 1994 Yamaha XV1100 Virago the largest.

 There are just 31 British built machines, which 

is about one third of the entry. This continues the 

decline of British made machinery over recent 

years. The 34 Japanese machine outnumber British 

builts for the first time. Average age of machines is 

51. 

OUR FIRST CENTURION 

Steve Sumner’s 1920 Lea Francis will be the oldest 

machine in the field and the oldest to have ever 

made the start and the first machine over 100 years 

old.  (Note to the organisers – do we need a “200” award?) 

Five entrants are eligible for the hard-earned “150” 

award (the combined age of bike and rider to 

exceed 150). 

Average machine capacity this year is 470cc, 

probably the lowest ever and reflects a swing 

towards Japanese middleweights and smaller trail 

bikes. If you have spent half a lifetime failing to kick 

a recalcitrant British single into life, an electric starter 

can seem very attractive! 

 
We welcome 2 very special and very rare British 

machines this year – 2 Cheney Triumphs. Bob Papps 

is riding the 1970 ex-British Team bike ridden by John 

Giles in the 1970 

ISDT in Spain (left) 

and Mick Andrews 

in the 1971 ISDT in 

the Isle of Man. 

Bob acquired the 

Cheney 5 years 

ago and 

continues  working 

to return it to its 

original condition. 

This was part of a 

special batch of 

12 bikes built by 

Eric Cheney; 7 of which were for the 1970 British ISDT 

teams. One of this batch featured in the last Pugh’s 

auction and was bought by a local enthusiast. Alan 

Keane has entered his 1972 ISDT Cheney Triumph. 

This is one of the single downtube models and 

different in the detail to the 1970 bikes. 

 
Alan has ridden the bike in Andorra and the Spanish 

Pyrenees as well as various British events including 

ISDT Centennial event which was held in 2013 in 

Carlisle. 

 
Disappointing to see just the one scooter this year. 

Thanks to Dolgellau’s Karl Cooper for entering his 

splendid 1965 Heinkel Tourist 103A2.  



 

It is wonderful to see no less than 5 solo female riders 

this year – a record for our event. Adele Goddard, 

Jan Howells, Kathleen Evans, Sally Williams and Sue 

Beasley - We hope you have a great day. 

 

SPONSORS 

We are most grateful to 2 local sponsors who have 

generously donated prizes to the event.    
Brian Blandford - B.J. Blandford Motor Bikes - 

Redlands, Leddington, Ledbury HR8 2LG 

Mitch – AH Mitchell, unit 1D,Lower Road Trading 

Estate, Ledbury, HR8 2DJ 

 

CWMPAS 
Introduced in 2020 as a 

substitute for the COVID hit 

Herefordshire on the Edge, 

CWMPAS was run again in 

2022 and 2023, proving so 

popular that it is running 

again this year. Centred, as 

usual on Mid-Wales, 

Cwmpas ’24 opened on  

March 29th and remains 

open until Wednesday Oct 2nd. We are grateful to 

organiser John Munday for the amazing work he 

does finding us interesting places to visit and 

wonderful roads to travel. 

Cwmpas is completely free to enter and waypoint 

information is available here on our section website 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/duplicated-

cwmpas-waypoints-2023-14226/  

Stickers, badges and certificates will be awarded as 

usual.   

 

THE 2024 WESTERN REGION ROAD TRIAL 

CHAMPIONSHIP   
There is no requirement to formally sign-up for the 

Championship. Entering any of the events 

automatically enrols you. So why not enter some of 

the other wonderful events in The Western Region 

Road Trial Championship.  

July 14th                      White Horse Trial (W Wilts) 

July 28th           Somerset Signpost Rally 

September 1st            Vale of Glamorgan Run 

September 6th - 8th                            Saundersfoot  

September 29th                                       The Levis Trial 

Please note the new date for the Saundersfoot event 

Event Classes are  

Veteran - pre-1914 

Vintage - 1915-1930 

Post Vintage or pre-war -1931-1945 

Post War -1946-1960 

Post ’60 classics -1961-1975 

Post ’75 moderns -1976 – 1999 

If you wish to find out more about this excellent 

championship, contact Robert Rendell by email at 

ear@globalnet.co.uk or phone him on 01452 863470. 

SECTION WEBSITE 
The Herefordshire and Mid-Wales Section website 

can be found by following the link below. There are 

whole pages devoted to the history of Herefordshire 

on the Edge including past results and lots of 

pictures. You can also download the 2024 

Regulations and Entry Forms from it. We will publish 

all updates and other information on the 2024 event 

to the website as well as in the regular event 

Newsletters. 

 
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-calendar/ 

 

VMCC MEMBERSHIP 
 “Herefordshire on the Edge 24” is organised by the 

Herefordshire and Mid Wales section of the VMCC 

and would normally be limited to VMCC Members 

only. 

Non-members are invited 

to take part, to see at first-

hand what the VMCC is all 

about. If you are not a 

member, we hope that our 

event will provide a good 

reason to join us. Anyone 

joining the VMCC on the day will have their non-

member’s entry premium of £8 refunded.  

 

ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 
Since the first event in 2016, entrants have raised 

funds for our wonderful 

Herefordshire Charity – 

The St Michael’s Hospice. 

We would be delighted if 

you choose to support the 

charity. There will be 

collection boxes at both 

starts. Please give 

generously. 

You can find all the 

information you need on 

their website. Please tell us if you have collected for 

the Hospice.  

http://www.stmichaels-hospice.org.uk/ 

 

 Updates and other stuff can be 

found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire 

section. Feel free to post to it. If you post stuff on your 

own Facebook page, please remember to link it to 

ours. If you’re not sure how to do it - ask your 

grandkids! 

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire  

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/duplicated-cwmpas-waypoints-2023-14226/
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/duplicated-cwmpas-waypoints-2023-14226/
http://www.stmichaels-hospice.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

