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NEWSLETTER
Issue 3 June 10t 2024
Editor Geoff McGladdery — herefordvmcc@outlook.com
Welcome toissue 3 of the event newsletter. Itis sent only to those
who have previously entered, those who have expressed an
interest in entering and event supporters. If you wish to be
removed from the mailing list, please let us know.

8th EDITION

Welcome to the 7th running of “Herefordshire on the
Edge”, which will be held on Sunday June 30t 2024.
In addition to this newsletter, you should have
received a set of regulations and an entry form. If
you haven't received these, please email me at the
address above. We will be delighted to see all of you
who have entered before and hope that those of
you who haven't yet entered will do so in the next
couple of weeks.

If you've enjoyed previous events, please feel free
to circulate this newsletter and it's attachments to
friends or fellow club members.

WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?

“Herefordshire on the Edge 24” —is an enjoyable, full
day event for 2 or 3 wheelers. It will challenge
entrants’ riding and navigation skills and test their
machines over a wide range of surfaced roads. The
8th running of this unique event provides the
opportunity to explore some remote and beautiful
corners of one of Britain's most scenic, most historic,
but least visited counties.

The locations of 24 waypoints and the 4 cardinal
points , spaced at roughly é mile intervals on and
around the borders of Herefordshire will be
published two weeks before the event, in the form
of post codes, 10 figure Ordnance Survey grid
references, decimal latitude and longitude and
“what three words”. You simply choose your
preferred navigation method then plan and follow
a route to visit as many of these waypoints as you
wish. You are welcome to use maps, satnavs or any
other system you feel comfortable with. There is no
right way or wrong way, just your way!
HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE “RAGGED EDGE"

For the more adventurous, four of the waypoints will
have alternative locations, sited on hon-damaging,
unsurfaced roads. These will be passable, with care
on road tyres. You do not need a frail bike or
knobbly tyres. You may choose to visit any or all of

these alternative waypoints. Enfrants gaining
medals of any colour, who visit all four “Ragged
Edge” waypoints qualify for a “Herefordshire on the
Ragged Edge” ribbon. PLEASE NOTE - these
waypoints are alternatives and not additional. It will
be quite clear when the route instructions are issued,
where these galternative waypoints are. There is
absolutely no penalty for not visiting these
alternative waypoints.
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All other owo;ds are detailed in the “Regulo’rlons

A CHOICE OF START/FINISH POINTS.

As usual, there are 2 start/finish points. You may
select either, but you must start and finish at the
same point to qualify for an award.

e The Southern Start/Finish will be located
at the Travellers Rest, HR? 7QJ, on the
outskirts of the beautiful market town of
Ross-on-Wye.

e The Northern Start/Finish will again be
based at the excellent Lion Hotel,
Leintwardine SY7 0JZ.

ACCOMODATION
The accommodation at the Lion at Leintwardine is
fully booked, but there is sfill plenty of choice in
Ludlow and the surrounding area. If you fancy
something a little “off-the-wall”, take a look at the
hitps://www.airbnb.co.uk/ website, which has
plenty to offer, including (at the fime of writing) this
converted Great Western Railway wagon in
Vernolds Common, near Ludlow, less than 10 miles
from the Leintwardine start.



mailto:herefordvmcc@outlook.com
https://www.airbnb.co.uk/

Click on https://www.ludlow.org.uk/accomm?2.asp
and you will find the historic town of Ludlow’s own
accommodation list and you can always use the old
favourites like Booking.com and Trivago.
Accommodation may sfill be available at the
Premier Inn, which is on the same site as the Southern
start - The Traveller’'s Rest, Ledbury Road, Ross-On-
Wye, Herefordshire HR? 7QJ.

To make a booking, use their website. Their normal
rates apply. We understand that there are just a few
rooms left, so immediate booking is recommended.
They sold out in 2022 & 2023.

https://www.airbnb.co.uk/ has its usual eclectic
range of accommodation — we rather like the look
of he Woodman's Bothy in Hope Mansell, just 6 miles
from the Southern start.
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There are of course other hotels, guest houses B&Bs
and camp sites in the area. We recommend
exploring the *“Visit Herefordshire” welbsite, which
has a directory of local accommodation.

https://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/

THE GIRDER FORK RUN

On Saturday June 29th, “Herefordshire on the Edge
2024” entrants, are invited to join The VMCC's North
Birmingham section “Girder Fork Run”. This free,
informal, é5-mile social event, commences at10.30
start from Rowberry's Garden Centre & Café, Lower
Chaddesley Corbett, Kidderminster, DY10 4QN
Riders usually gather from 10.00, allowing time for a
bit of “tyre-kicking”, pre-run coffee and toasted tea-
cake ...... and of course use of the necessary
facilities!

Organised by Mark Baker, the “Girder Fork Run” was
infroduced to the North Birmingham Section’s
calendar in the 1980's specifically for and to
encourage the use of early vintage girder fork
machines.

Why not grab the opportunity for a second ride of
the weekend and enjoy mingling with some
intferesting and historic machinery. No booking is
necessary, just turn up at the start.
SIGHTSEEING

If you don’t fancy any more riding, The historic
market towns of Hay-on-Wye, Malvern, Ross-on-
Wye, Ledbury and Ludlow will reward time spent
and a walk on the wonderful Malvern Hills may be
the ideal preparation for Sunday's ride.
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WHAT'S NEW FOR 2024?

The basic structure of the event remains the same,
with any significant changes being based on
enfrant’s experiences and feedback.

CARDINAL POINT EAST

We have moved the location for “Cardinal Point
East” — changing from our usual venue — “Sally’s
Place” at British Camp to -Bringsty Vintage Café,
Bringsty, Bringsty Common, Worcester WRé 5UJ.
Sally's place has given us excellent service in all 7
previous editions but can be extremely busy on a
sunny Sunday and offers no shelterin heavy rain. We
would like to thank them for the help they have

iwen usin the past.

Bringsty Café, our excellent new venue, will be
familiar to many of you and is a regular meeting
point for both the Worcestershire and the
Herefordshire & Mid Wales sections of the VMCC.
Situated alongside the A44 to the East of Bromyard,
it has excellent parking on both sides of the road
and offers good food at sensible prices.

NO MOUNTAIN ROAD TO RED DARREN THIS YEAR

The famed Mountain road section from Rhula
Ternant to Red Darren and Olchon Brook (below)
has been rested this year. Its fearsome reputation
meant it only attracted a handful of riders in 2023.

NEW CLERK OF THE COURSE
We have a new
“Clerk of the Course”
this  year. Section
Chairman, Terry

Pickering has taken
over the role that
event founder Roger
Bibbings has filled so
capably since the first
edition back in 2016.

NO MORE ROGER?

It is with some sadness that Roger (pictured standing
below), leaves the role, but now he has been co-
opted to the VMCC Board, he no longer has
enough time to devote to Herefordshire on the

We would like to thank Roger for the huge amount
of time and energy he has committed to our event
and wish him every success in his important new role
as a VMCC Director. I'm sure we'll see him as usual
at the Traveller’'s Rest start.

GOLD STANDARD GETS TOUGHER???

Or does ite New Clerk of the Course, Terry Pickering,
feels that the route for 2024, which will include one
or two less of the traditional “3-ply” narrow lanes and
one or two more open roads, will prove to be a little
quicker than previous editions, so for 2024, you will
have to visit 22 waypoints to qualify for a Gold
medal and 16 for a Silver. The Bronze standard
remains unaltered at 10 waypoints.

No one is better qualified than Terry to make these
judgements, he has achieved Gold Standard on all
seven previous editions riding a wide range of bikes
including Japanese 2-strokes, a 1937 Rudge Ulster
and this handsome 1928 Humber.

It is very difficult to calculate the distance
required to achieve Gold medal standard as
everyone plans their own route and chooses which
6 waypoints they will exclude, but we expect that it
should be possible to devise a "Gold Medal” route
of less then 150 miles.

“50” AWARD

Infroduced in 2023, but not awarded. Our aim is to
encourage younger riders on newer machinery, We
will make a special award when the age of the rider
and machine equals 50 or less. A “50" award will be
made in addifion to any event award and is
conditional upon a rider visiting all the cardinal
points and arriving at their chosen finish control prior
tfo its closure.



THE 2024 WESTERN REGION ROAD TRIAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

There is no requirement to formally sign-up for the
Championship. Entering any of the evenfs
automatically enrols you. So why not enter some of
the other wonderful events in The Western Region
Road Trial Championship.

June 30t Herefordshire on the Edge
July 14th White Horse Trial (W Wilts)
July 28th Somerset Signpost Rally
September 1t Vale of Glamorgan Run
September 6th - 8th Saundersfoot
September 29th The Levis Trial

Please note the new date for the Saundersfoot event
Event Classes are

Veteran, pre-1914

Vintage 1915-1930

Post Vintage or pre-war, 1931-1945

Post War, 1946-1960

Post '60 classics, 1961-1975

Post '75 moderns, 1976 — 1999

If you wish to find out more about this excellent
championship, contact Robert Rendell by email at
ear@globalnet.co.uk or phone him on 01452 863470

“150” AWARD

Following its highly successful introduction in 2021,
the “150" has now become an important
component of “Herefordshire on the Edge”. When
the combined age of you and your machine totals
150 or more, you will automatically receive a “150"
award in addition to whatever medal you have
achieved, condifional upon you visiting all the
cardinal points and arriving at your chosen finish
confrol prior to its closure. We have awarded
thirteen “150” medals since 2021, seven of them
Gold, Including one Ragged Gold. This category

has attracted some fabulous machines, such as Paul
Jameson’s Gold medal winning ‘37 Ariel Red Hunter
and Will Gallier's highly original 1933 Norfon
International, which achieved Silver standard in
2033 (above). We have four potential 150 award
entries so far and we would be delighted fo see
more.

POSTER

You will find this year's poster attached to the emaiil
in JPEG and PDF format.

We would really appreciate any publicity you can
give this year's event. You can print the poster and
stick it up at work, your local pub, bike shop or café.
You can print it in small format (4 per page) and
leave it with any machines you come across. Why
not post it on your club website, your Facebook
page, or your Instagram or “X” pages.

If you are involved in a club or a riding group, we
would be delighted if you could publish it in the club
newsletter or website.
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MOTOR CYCLEE
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we have an amazing mix of
machinery. Steve Sumner will ride “Miss Jones”, his

Once again,



recently restored 1920 3.5 HP Lea Francis. This will be

the oldest machine ever to take part in the event. Its

come along way since Steve bought it backin 2022.
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“Miss Jones” is one of 5 Pre WWI| mochinés entered
to date including Colin Durnells much fravelled 1937
P&M Red Panther.(below)
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Fred Spaven is once again electrifying the enfry list
on his 1973 2Kw Solo Electra.

Fred thinks he has @ ‘ which will see him gather
enough charge along the way to make it to the
finish.

Sadly Fred is the only scooter enfry we have
received so far. Our usual happy band have a clash
of events, so can't make it this year. We hope you
will be back in 2025!
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We are delighted to welcome three lady riders -
Sally Williams is riding her 1972 Honda CL175,
Kathleen Evans her 1972 Honda CB175cc. and Jan
Howells — usually the navigator in the famous
steampunk 3-wheeler (below, alongside husband
Pete) will be going solo this year on her 1995 Suzuki
GN250.

To date we have not received any 3-wheeler
entries. | do hope this changes before the event.
Bishops Castle’s Trevor Pritchard usually  finds
something interest to ride and this year he will be out
on his rare 1968 Wards Riverside 350.
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Trail bike are always a popular (and sensible) choice
and Grant Gwyn will be bringing along this very
pretty 1975 250cc Kawasaki  F11



History confirms that this event seems to suit 2 and 3
wheeled machines of all eras, marques and
capacities...... so, If you're wondering if your bike is
suitable, then whatever it is, the answer is definitely

yes!

PHOTOS AND HISTORY OF YOUR BIKE

When you enter, please don't be shy in sending us
pictures of your machine. Send old pictures if you
have them — Box Brownie specials would be great.
HISTORY

If you know anything of the history of your machine,
then please share it with us. Is it the only one of its
kind in the world? Is it the only one of its kind in
Shropshire? Is it the first one made or indeed the last
one made? Have you owned it since new, did you
pay half a crown for it, or did you swap it for a
bloater paste sandwich?

2024 WAYPOINTS

Waypoints for this year's events will be available on
our section website on Sunday June 16™ and will be
emailed directly to all enfrants.

SECTION WEBSITE

The Herefordshire and Mid-Wales Section website
can be found by following the link below. There are
whole pages devoted to the history of Herefordshire
on the Edge including past results and lofs of

pictures. You can also download the 2024
Regulations and Entry Forms from it. We will publish
all updates and other information on the 2024 event

to the website as well as in the regular event
Newsletters.
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-calendar/

CWMPAS

Infroduced in 2020 as a substitute for the COVID hit
Herefordshire on the Edge, CWMPAS was run again
in 2022 and 2023, proving
so popular that it is running
again this year. Cenired,
as usual on Mid-Wales,
Cwmpas '24 opened on
March 29t and remains
open until Wednesday Oct
2nd, We are grateful to
organiser John Munday for
the amazing work he does finding us interesting
places to visit and wonderful roads to travel.
Cwmpas is completely free to enter and waypoint
information is available here on our section website
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/duplicated-
CWMpas-waypoints-2023-14226/

Stickers, badges and certificates will be awarded as
usual.

VMCC MEMBERSHIP
“Herefordshire on the Edge 24" is organised by the
Herefordshire and Mid Wales section of the VMCC
and would normally be limited to VMCC Members
only.
Non-members are invited to take part, to see af first-
s == hand what the VMCC is all
about. If you are not a
member, we hope that our
event will provide a good
reason to join us. Anyone
joining the VMCC on the
day will have their non-
member's entry premium of £8 refunded.

ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE

Since the first event in 2016,
enfrants have raised funds for our
wonderful Herefordshire Charity —
The St Michael’s Hospice.

We would be delighted if you
chose to support the charity. You
can find all the information you
need on their website. Please tell us if you have
collected for the Hospice.
http://www.stmichaels-hospice.org.uk/
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Find us on n Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page - VMCC Herefordshire
section. Feel free to post toit. If you post stuff on your
own Facebook page, please remember to link it to
ours. If you're not sure how to do it - ask your
grandkids!
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire
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