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PAST EVENTS  
Tuesday March 12th – Brunch ride-in - The Granary, 

Hay on Wye 

A magnifricent 7 braved the contining miserable 

damp weather to get to Hay-on-Wye. Full marks for 

enthusiasm to Roger Bibbings and Mark Evans who 

both made an 80 mile round trip! 

 
 

Thursday March 14th 10:00 – Tesco to the Moon 

 

A very pleasant start to the riding season - even the 

weather tried its best. A short ride and a long lunch 

seemed a popular formula. 

The new tenants of the Moon at Garway were very 

accomodating and opened up for  us specially. 

 

Sunday 17th March - THE 2024 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING OF THE VMCC - National Memorial 

Arboretum, Alrewas.  

 

 Four section members (Terry Pickering, Roger 

Bibbings, Bob Abberley and Geoff McGladdery). 

were amongst the 90 or so who attended. 

Thankfully, the hostility and fractiousness of recent 

years was absent and newly elected President Neil 

Lewis chaired the meeting with confidence and a 

gentle hand on the tiller.  

SYD PLEVIN TROPHY 

We were delighted to see former Worcestershire 

Section Secretary, John Porter (below right) 

presented with the Syd Plevin Trophy, for 

outstanding service to a VMCC Section.  

 
You will be pleased to hear that our section 

secretary, Roger Bibbings was formally elected to 

the VMCC Board along with John Donaldson, 

Crawford Logan and Annie Durrant. Brian Southam 

was not re-elected 

LOSSES STEMMED 

Acting Board Treasurer, John Donaldson was able to 

report that the huge financial losses of the last two 

years had been stemmed and that a small profit of 

£7,462 is budgeted for the financial year ending Oct 

2024.  

REACHING MEMBERSHIP TARGETS 

Now that costs are back under control and no 

longer subject to whimsical and costly decisions by 

the chair, the achievement of this budget is down 

to reaching the target membership numbers. If you 

are one of those disillusioned members who, in the 
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last couple of years, left the club, frustrated with the 

direction it was taking, you can be assured that the 

club is now heading in a direction you would 

understand and approve. We would love to see 

you renew your membership.  

REDUCED MEMBERSHIP COSTS 

You will be delighted to learn that from April 1st 2024, 

annual membership fees have been reduced from 

last year’s unpopular £55 to £49.  For those joining at 

the International Classic Motorcycle Show in 

Stafford on April 20th & 21st and paying by Direct 

Debit, there will be a further £5 reduction for the first 

year. 

You can join on-line by following this link on the 

VMCC website https://vmcc.net/Join  

 

Thursday March 21st - Club Night East and Inter-

Section Quiz -. Three Horseshoes Inn at Allensmore. 

What a splendid evening! A total of 9 teams 

entered and about fifty people attended. Thanks to 

section Chairman Terry Pickering for devising such 

an excellent quiz and for making the arrangements.  

The winners - representing our 

own section - were “The Dream 

Team” – (Andy Spanjers, Mike 

Weaver, Mark Evans and Geoff 

McGladdery). Apart from 

receiving the splendid Trophy, 

the winners have the dubious 

honour of hosting next year’s 

event. It was a close contest 

with only 6 points separating the first six teams. The 

results in full were:-  

1st – 49 points – The Dream Team (Hfd & Mid Wales) 

2nd – 48 points – 4 cylinders (Hfd & Mid Wales) 

3rd – 47 points – Red Dragon (Hfd & Mid Wales) 

=4th – 46 points – Ash Blonds (Hfd & Mid Wales) 

=4th – 46 points – Northumbrian (Northumbrian) 

=4th – 46 points – Gwent A (Gwent) 

7th – 42 points - Gwent B (Gwent) 

8th – 40 points – Flat Tanks (Flat Tank Section) 

9th – 36 points - Tanked – (Flat Tank section)  

Thanks to the landlord and staff at the Three 

Horseshoes, who made us very welcome and 

provided an excellent post-quiz buffet. They even 

saw the funny side of several contestants leaving 

without paying their bills! Roll on Quiz night 2025. 

 

Saturday March 23rd – Trail ride 1 – Hundred House, 

Powys. 

 
Given the dire recent weather, a poor forecast and 

sleet at the start, 15 was an excellent turnout. The 

56-mile route was a mixture of narrow tarmac lanes, 

UCR's (unclassified Roads) and BOAT's (Byways open 

to all traffic). Leader Paul Farley thought the route 

'should' be suitable for confident improvers and 

more experienced riders on Trail Bikes shod with full 

off-road tyres. No mention of snorkels or flippers.  

 
The tracks, with the exception of a long grassy uphill, 

were quite passable and water levels at the river 

crossings were reasonable. (So why is Geoff 

McGladdery swimming?)  

 
Bitterly cold weather was not helped by 2 long road 

sections, but they were worth the discomfort to ride 

the famous Cefn Llwydlo – almost 3 miles of blissful 

stony track winding its way through the Crychan 

Forest.  

 

https://vmcc.net/Join


Those members blessed with brains have quickly 

realised that the Yamaha Serow, is the ideal mount 

for our Trail rides. They are light, forgiving, robust and 

(joy of joys) equipped with an electric starter…...but 

we would love to see the widest range of 

machinery possible. Pete Howells seems to have got 

the idea with his lawn mower powered MZ special.

 
Saturday March 23rd - Nigel Ward & Company - A 

Small Private Collection of Motorcycles, 

Components and Literature. 

Plenty of useful spare parts – and - if you knew what 

you were looking for, at knockdown prices. The two 

CZ scramblers made the right sort of money £4,480 

for the 1972 380cc and £3,584 for the 1973 250. 

This well-used 500cc Rickman Triumph scrambler 

fitted with a tuned 100C motor looked decent value 

at £7168, but the bargain of the day could possibly 

have been the 1996 Yamaha XTZ660 Ténéré 660 cc 

which made £840. 

 
If all it needed was a good wash and brush-up and 

you could live with the nineties graphics, the dented 

tank, the poor brakes and the uncomfortable seat, 

then this could be a great hack for messy winter 

rides. 

 

Wednesday March 27th – H&H Classic auction - 

National Motorcycle Museum, Solihull,  

Continuing their recent successful format of scooters 

in the morning and motorcycles in the afternoon, 

H&H had put together another impressive 

catalogue with some top-quality lots.  

Top price of the day was £31,860 paid for a 1951 

Vincent Rapide Series C, but 4 of the 10 bikes 

hammered for £10k plus were scooters including the 

1968 Rimini Lambretta Ancillotti Special Racer 

(recreation) which made £15,930. 

This one-owner 1967 Lambretta SX200 with just 7,373 

miles on the clock looked worth every penny of the 

£11,800 that was paid for it. A sensitive restoration 

using mainly original parts and some sensible “under 

the skin” upgrades really helped.  

  
At the moment, the scooter market is undoubtedly 

stronger than the market for classic motorcycles, 

but it is still fairly immature, with H&H being the only 

auction house holding specialist sales. Demand for 

clean, original low mileage machines clearly 

outstrips supply, but will this situation last and are 

these selling price levels sustainable? Only time will 

tell, but If I owned a low mileage, original Lambretta 

200SX, I would be beating a path to H&H’s door. 

Perhaps the saddest story in the classic bike market 

is that of the Ariel Square 4. These beautiful, quirky 

and characterful machines have plummeted in 

value in the last 3 years. This immaculate restored 

1953 1000cc model (see over) cost its lucky new 

owner just £7.080. Three years ago, square 4s in this 

condition would be certain to command 5 figures. 

Why is this the case? Buyers don’t want them 

anymore. Why they don’t want them is the real 

mystery. They are well supported by the excellent 

owners club and several specialist suppliers and 

they are different without being eccentric. They are 

great workhorses and resoundingly “British”. What is 

there not to like?  



You would have needed to pay another £708 to 

own lot 248 - this well restored 1947 Triumph Speed 

Twin. (below) 

Equally well supported by owners’ clubs and 

suppliers, but 10 mph slower than the Square 4 with 

not much more than half the horsepower, these 

immediate post-war models have retained their 

popularity and consequently their price. Is it as 

simple as “beauty being in the eye of the 

beholder?” 

 

The eyes of possibly younger beholders were drawn 

to an immaculate well-restored 1980 Yamaha 

RD350LC (above) and one of those lucky beholders 

paid £10,148 to take it home.  

Fast and furious with superb handling, these were 

the bikes to have in the eighties and are just as 

much fun now.  

If you were shopping for a “Banbury” bike (one 

manufactured before Jan 1st, 1931) then this 550cc 

1930 Triumph NSD was an absolute bargain at 

£5,664

 
Well restored with more than a nod towards 

originality this “no frills” 550 cc 3 speed side-valver 

would give great service and happily chug along all 

day at 50 mph plus. It even had (half) decent 

brakes (not a “given” on all bikes of that era). 

For those with the skills and the patience this 

rare 1917 Jap-engined Sunbeam 8HP V-Twin was 

hard to resist.  

Unusually described as “A coal bunker find” with the 

proviso that “Most parts appear to be there” this 

rare survivor cost the buyer £10,856 – roughly £1,000 

less than the Lambretta SX200………….Go figure! 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL THE PRICES QUOTED FOR AUCTION 

MACHINERY IN OUR NEWSLETTERS IS THE “TAKE-HOME” 

PRICE (Hammer + buyers commission + VAT on that 

commission) 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 
Thursday April 4th – Midweek ride to the Long Mynd. 

Meet at the OK Diner Leominster HR6 0DQ - at 09:30 

for 10:00 start.  

A great mix of open roads and scenic lanes, takes 

us through South Shropshire and over the Long 

Mynd, stopping for coffee at The Castle Hotel in 

Bishops Castle, SY9 5BN around 11:15. You are 

welcome to join the ride here if it is more 

convenient. Finishes at Ludlow Food centre HR6 



0DQ for late lunch. Our longest running section ride 

and very popular, particularly if the weather is 

good.  

 

Thursday April 4th - Club night West. The Greyhound 

Hotel, 3, Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR from 7:30. 

Nothing formal, just a chance to meet up with like-

minded souls, kick tyres and talk motorcycling. 

Existing and intending members are all welcome. 

 

Friday April 5th – Opening day for CWMPAS 2024 

Once again, John Munday has come up with some 

fascinating locations and some great roads. 

Regulations and waypoint 

details for Cwmpas 2024 are 

now available on our section 

website. You’ll also find details 

of previous events. 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc

.org/duplicated-compass-

cwmpas-1552/  

You can choose how many of the 32 waypoints you 

wish to visit and you have until October 4th to 

complete your scenic tour of Mid-Wales. Stickers, 

badges and certificates will be presented to all 

those who qualify (see regs). 

Saturday April 6th – Brecon Classic Motorcycle Show 

– Market Hall Brecon LD3 9AH. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

This excellent local show is organised by Andy 

Powell. To enter, all you need to do is email a photo 

of your bike and contact details to 

breconmcshow@gmail.com. If you want more info, 

you can call Andy on 07779 012019. The show has its 

own Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2837180751257

16/ 

 

Sunday April 7th – Please note that this ride is now 

cancelled. 

 

Tuesday April 9th – Brunch ride-in, Honey Cafe, 

Bronllys, Brecon, Powys LD3 0LH  

Just meet up for Brunch or Coffee and have a 

natter. Choose your own route there and back ride 

what you fancy and feel free to bring friends.

 
 

Thursday April 11th – Trail rise 2 - Regent House Filling 

Station, Clyro, HR3 5SB - 10:00 for a 10:30 start  

45 miles - Suitable for beginners, using smaller 

tarmac lanes & unclassified roads, taking in the 

longer lanes, Doctors Pool, Black Yatt, & parts of the 

Begwyns. Remember these rides are for VMCC 

members riding machines which are at least 25 

years old.  

 
IF YOU INTEND TO RIDE, Please contact Paul Farley 

on 01874 610303  or palmag@btinternet.com  

There is limited parking available at the start. 

 

Saturday April 13th & Sunday April 14th - Three 

Counties Showground, Malvern, WR13 6NW. 

Opening times 11:00 – 17:30 on Saturday and 10:00 – 

16:30 Sunday. 

These shows have declined in 

recent years, but it looks like 

“Kickback” have tried to 

breathe some life into them. 

Classics will just be a small part 

of a more wide-ranging motor 

cycle event, which will include 

the 2024 Builders' Builder 

Awards, featuring some of the 
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best custom bikes in the UK. Advance Tickets, valid 

for either or both days cost £15.00. Under 12s go 

free. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/select/RdiE

JKhzXNnT  

 

Thursday April 18th - Club Night East - Three 

Horseshoes Inn, Allensmore, HR2 9AS - from 7:00 

p.m. NOTE NEW VENUE for 2024 

Come and chat to other section members or, if you 

fancy, enjoy a good meal. New and intending 

members are most welcome.  

 

Saturday & Sunday April 20th & 21st - International 

Classic Motorcycle Show, Staffordshire Showground, 

Weston Rd, Stafford ST18 OBD. 

 
Certainly the biggest and arguably the best Classic 

Motorcycle show of the year. Hundreds of 

autojumble and trade stands share the site with 

countless club stands, the famous Classic Racer GP 

paddock and a 

classic motorcycle 

cavalcade. Sunday’s 

special guest is Guy 

Martin, who will be 

interviewed several 

times throughout the 

day. If you don’t think 

a day is enough – and 

it probably isn’t - you can camp on the site for the 

weekend. For details of prices and discounts go to 

the ticket website.  

https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/category/TICK

ET 

 

Saturday April 20th – Day 1 of Bonham’s Spring 

Stafford Sale – Automobilia, spare parts and some 

motorcycles (Lots 01 – 299); International Classic 

Motorcycle Show, Staffordshire Showground, Weston 

Rd, Stafford ST18 OBD. 

The focus on day 1 is automobilia and spare parts 

although, around 

75 motorcycles will 

be offered for sale 

too. There are no 

less than six of Mike 

Hailwood’s trophies 

in the catalogue. 

Perhaps the most 

desirable is this TT 

replica which 

carries a plaque 

inscribed 'Auto 

Cycle Union 1965 

T.T. Races Senior 

Race Fastest Lap 

S.M.B.Hailwood 

95.11mph'.  

 

Don’t be misled by 

the term “replica”. These are the real trophies 

awarded to all the TT heroes. The word “replica” 

refers to then being a copy of Mercury, the Roman 

god of messengers found on the Montague trophy 

awarded for the original TT car race. This trophy was 

donated to the ACU in 1906 and is awarded to the 

winner of the Senior TT race. Its multi layered plinth 

carries all the great names of the sport and is 

estimated to be worth £1.5 million pounds! The 

guide price for your very own piece of Mike 

Hailwood’s race history is £800 - £1,200.  

Those with sharp eyes might find “unobtaineum” in 

lot 32 – “A quantity of believed Vintage and 

Veteran Spares” guided at £300 - £400. 

 
If you are a Harley Davidson fan, then you can’t fail 

to be excited by this 1942 Harley-Davidson 750cc 

WLC “Project”. this Canadian-built WLC Military 

Model is more “Badgers arse” than “Concourse” but 

looks fairly complete even down to its wartime 

blackout headlamp.  

 
Guided at a wide £7,000 - £11,000, its provenance is 

uncertain and it possibly arrived after the war had 

ended, but it will inevitably be restored as a US Army 

wartime model.  
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Saturday April 20th – Day 2 of Bonham’s Spring 

Stafford Sale motor cycles (lots 302 – 500+) 

International Classic Motorcycle Show, Staffordshire 

Showground, Weston Rd, Stafford ST18 OBD. 

 
Deep pockets foreign accents and serious 

collector/investors abound at Bonhams Sunday 

sales. 

 
This is the time and place where records are set, the 

place where the rarest of rare machinery comes up 

for sale. Star of this auction must be the 1938 

Vincent-HRD 998cc Rapide Series-A (above) guided 

at £240,000 - £280,000. The key to this ambitious 

valuation is rarity. Only 75 or so of these “Plumbers 

nightmare” models were made between 1936 and 

the outbreak of WWII. Its estimated that 60-65 of 

these still survive, a testimony to their quality but also 

to the undying enthusiasm of their owners. 

 
There are several high value Vincents in the 

catalogue, but for us mere mortals, there is an 

“IKEA” version – a 1954 998cc Rapide Series-C 

guided at £15,000 - £18,000. The catalogue doesn’t 

mention any tools or instructions.  

BARGAINS T BONHAMS?? 

It isn’t unknown in a Bonhams auction for one or two 

machines to sell for well under their normal price. It’s 

rarely anything special, but this “no reserve” very 

tidy 1965 Honda 305cc CB77 is just a couple of lots 

from the end and might just be one of these 

bargains.

 
You can find full details of this 2-day auction 

including the catalogue on Bonham’s website. 

Please note that admission to the auction is open 

only to those with a catalogue (usually £25 and 

admits 2). 

https://www.bonhams.com/auction/29273/the-

spring-stafford-sale-the-international-classic-

motorcycle-show/  

 

Wednesday April 24th – Breakfast meet - Golden 

Valley Cafe, Pontrilas, Hereford, HR2 0BA. From 10:00 

a.m. 

Just like it says on the tin, join us for a hearty 

breakfast or just refreshments and chew the cudd. 

Choose your own route there and back, ride what 

you fancy and feel free to bring a guest (or two). 

 

Sunday 28th April 2024 - The Founders Relay Rally.  

An Explanation 

One of the great VMCC legacy events, which 

seems to have stuttered over recent years. We 

hope that 2024 will see a revival.  

Each participating section sets up a checkpoint,   

You choose which checkpoints you want to visit 

during the day.  You can plan a long route or short 

one, riding to as many or as few checkpoints as you 

wish. Details of all 

the checkpoints 

around the UK are 

listed online here 

https://vmcc.net/

Founders-Relay-

Rally  

The April Journal 

will contain a 

checking-in card.  You take this with you on your 

ride, or you can pick one up at your first checkpoint. 

When you arrive at a checkpoint, you will receive a 

sticker to put on your card. This provides a record 

and a memory of an interesting and sociable day’s 

ride. 

Our section has participated in each of these 

events and this year, we have not one but two 

checkpoints. The first is at Terry and Sue Pickering’s 

place - Maycroft House, Winnal, Allensmore, 

Hereford, HR2 9BS where tea, coffee or a cold drink 

will be on offer along with cake and biscuits. A 

workshop is available here and you might just get a 

chance to look around one of the sheds which 

houses Terry’s amazing bike collection.  
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Our second checkpoint is at the famous Yellow 

snack van in the lay-by on the A44, Landegley, 

Llandrindod Wells LD1 5UF.  

 

Thursday May 5th - Club night West. The Greyhound 

Hotel, 3, Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR from 7:30. 

Nothing formal, just a chance to meet up with like-

minded souls, kick tyres and talk motorcycling. 

Existing and intending members are all welcome. 

 

An extract from Roger Bibbings’ Law Watch 

column 

Unsealed Roads: 10 FAQs  
With help from colleagues (including members of 

the Trail Riders' Fellowship – TRF - visit 

https://www.trf.org.uk , I've put together a simple 

FAQs and answers piece on unsurfaced/unsealed 

roads and byways.  Quite a number of VMCC 

members love riding on Britain's trails and will be 

familiar with the current law that affects these roads 

and their use.  All our Section officials who organise 

runs etc. but who may not necessarily include 

sections of unsealed roads in their routes, still need 

to know this too.  There is so much information and 

explanation out there - but it's not always obvious 

where to start to look, so what follows are just 

summary answers with links and signposts to other 

sources of information and guidance. (In Scotland 

and Northern Ireland the law surrounding Green 

Roads is different to that in England and Wales.)  

 

1) Which unsealed roads can motorcyclists ride on 

legally? 

Many riders are drawn to explore the countryside on 

roads that are unsealed. This includes Byways Open 

to All Traffic (BOATs), Unclassified County Roads 

(UCRs), Other Routes with Public Access (ORPAs) 

and 'White' and 'Yellow' roads. However, these 

technical terms by themselves do not prove that it is 

legal to ride a motor cycle on these roads. The TRF 

preferred term for this confusing array of terms is 

'Green Road', as this reinforces the status of the 

route as a road and not a path.  The TRF is creating 

the Green Road Map (GRM) (see 

https://beta.greenroadmap.org.uk) as a definitive 

record for everyone to access, informing them 

when and where motorcyclists have a legitimate 

right to ride. Being unsealed, members of the public 

can often be confused when they encounter a 

motor cycle on what they believe is a “footpath”. 

Of course, it is not legal for motor cycles to be 

ridden on Public Rights of Way that are footpaths, 

bridleways or restricted byways. 

 

2) How do you find out the access status of an 

unsealed road? 

Ideally by accessing the 'definitive map and 

statement' that is held by the Local Authority (LA). 

The TRF's GRM however is dynamic and aims to 

reflect the current status of a Green Road. It is 

managed by volunteers, so sometimes there is a lag 

in uploading information. Many Authorities have 

digital mapping on their own websites which also 

shows Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) in force (see 

also below). These are used to restrict access, for 

example, if it is claimed there is a safety issue.  

Proposals for TROs have to be consulted on. 

Definitive Maps held by LAs do not show the current 

status of a route, only that the route exists and is 

maintainable at public expense.  

 

3) What powers do landowners have to stop you 

using unsealed roads? 

Landowners and those managing land cannot 

legally block a public highway - but sadly plenty do. 

To try and change access to a public highway, 

landowners have to follow the same process as LAs. 

Stopping Up Orders are used. (For more information 

about this visit.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/stop

ping-up-and-diversion-of-highways/stop) 

 

4) How can the access status of unsealed roads be 

changed? 

 

Several ways. Traffic authorities have a number of 

powers to change access to a road on a temporary 

or long-term basis. TROs can be long-term or 

temporary and need to meet a number of criteria. 

A Definitive Map Modification Order enables the 

status of a route to be changed from one type of 

route to another. Footpaths can be upgraded to 

bridleways - or to byways - if there is justification for 

doing so - and byways can be downgraded should 

vehicular rights be found to not exist. Public Space 

Protection orders and Stopping Up Orders are other 

ways that access can be changed. 

 

5) What are the powers and duties of Local 

Authorities? 

LAs have powers, by application to a magistrates’ 

court, to divert or extinguish a path with full 

vehicular rights, under Section 116 of the 1980 the 

Highways Act. Under Section 43 of the Act the LA 

may undertake maintenance of publicly-

maintainable footpaths, bridleways, and restricted 

byways. This is a complex area. (For more 

information see https://www.oss.org.uk/what-local-

councils-can-do-for-public-access-to-town-and-

countryside/#publicrightsofway) 

 

6) What about the National Parks? 

There are 15 National Parks in the UK – 10 in England 

that cover 10 per cent of the land area, three in 

Wales (covering 20 per cent of the land area) and 

two in Scotland (7.3 per cent). National Parks do 

have powers to control traffic on routes within their 

boundaries but most work with their LA(s) to 

regulate access rather than take this on themselves. 

This is because of the expertise needed and the 

associated costs.  

  

7) How can you find out about plans to close 

unsealed roads to motor traffic? 

There is an obligation on LAs to make a Traffic 

Regulation Order (TRO) if they want to introduce a 

new rule about how a road is used or designed, or 

to make changes. Authorities are required by law to 

publish notices about such proposals in the local 

newspapers and may attach notices to lamp posts 

or other street furniture along the roads concerned 

and they may consult with residents.  They are also 

legally obliged to consult the Police, Fire Brigade, 

https://www.trf.org.uk/
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Ambulance Service and organisations representing 

road users.  

 

8) How can you appeal? 

Authorities have to give the public notice of their 

intention to introduce restrictions before any 

permanent order comes into force and to invite 

objections or other representations. These must be 

made within 21 days of the day that the public 

notice appears in the public domain. 

If you have any comment or complaint about a 

TRO, you should contact the Authority so that it can 

be investigated before a decision is made. The 

objector is then notified in writing of the Authority's 

decision. If you believe that the Authority has  acted 

outside of its powers or that they have not carried 

out the correct legal procedures in making the 

order, then you may apply to the High Court within 

six weeks of the date that the order was made and 

ask the Court to quash it. 

 

9) What duties do riders have when travelling on 

unsealed roads? 

If you are riding a road to which legally you have 

access, in addition to requirements of Road Traffic 

law and official guidance in the Highway Code, the 

same laws apply as on sealed roads - i.e. tax, 

insurance, licence, MoTs, helmet wearing etc. 

Beyond that, laws relating to damage, nuisance 

and so on may apply and also duties not to harm 

wildlife habitats. In addition, the TRF have a helpful 

code of conduct see 

 https://dev.trf.org.uk/riders/code-of-conduct .  

  

10) What enforcement powers do the Police have? 

Vehicles driven or ridden by the public are not 

allowed on footpaths, bridleways or restricted 

byways. So if riders are riding on unsealed routes to 

which they do not have legal access, the Police 

can seize a motorcycle based on certain powers 

(see https://www.gov.uk/stopped-by-police-while-

driving-your-rights/when-the-police-can-seize-your-

vehicle#:~:text=The%20police%20can%20seize%20a,

a%20proper%20licence%20or%20insurance...) 

  They can also seize a vehicle if it is not legally 

taxed and insured, if it is unroadworthy, or if they 

think it’s being used in a way that causes alarm, 

harassment or distress, for example, careless or 

inconsiderate driving. In theory, in order to ensure 

safety and avoid nuisance, the Police could also 

use the powers they have under LA 'anti-cruising' 

legislation to halt vehicles being driven in convoy.  

 

FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

THE 74th BANBURY RUN - Sunday June 16th 2024. 

The British Motor Museum, Gaydon, Warwickshire 

CV35 0BJ 

Without a shadow of 

doubt, the world’s 

biggest and best event 

for pre-1931 motorcycles 

and the single most 

important event in the 

VMCC calendar. The 

Banbury Run is open to 

two or 3-wheeled 

machines manufactured before 31st December 

1930. Sadly the event has been poorly supported in 

recent years and we would love for it to return to its 

former glory.  

 

So…….please, if you have an eligible machine, or 

you can borrow one, please think about entering. If 

you have an eligible 

machine you are not riding 

in the event, then please 

give some thought to 

loaning it to another section 

member. Entries are limited 

to 500 and will close when 

they reach that number or 

on April 30th. 

If you can’t manage to ride 

then come and watch the 

event. It is a fantastic 

spectacle. You can watch 

for free from any number of 

points on the route, with Sunrising Hill being the most 

popular. Riders can choose to follow routes of 40, 60 

or 70 miles, so the bikes get a real test. 

The best vantage point is the start/finish at Gaydon 

Museum. You can wander round the paddock, 

watch the bikes leaving and returning, photograph 

them at your leisure and chat to their owners.

 
It is truly a wonderful spectacle, a living museum of 

the early history of motorcycling. 

The cost to enter the event has been reduced to 

£48 and the cost for spectators at the start/finish is 

£16 for adults and £14 for pensioners, which includes 

admission to the Motor  Museum and Collections 

Centre. You can find all the details you need here 

on the VMCC website https://www.banbury-

run.co.uk/  

https://dev.trf.org.uk/riders/code-of-conduct
https://www.gov.uk/stopped-by-police-while-driving-your-rights/when-the-police-can-seize-your-vehicle#:~:text=The%20police%20can%20seize%20a,a%20proper%20licence%20or%20insurance
https://www.gov.uk/stopped-by-police-while-driving-your-rights/when-the-police-can-seize-your-vehicle#:~:text=The%20police%20can%20seize%20a,a%20proper%20licence%20or%20insurance
https://www.gov.uk/stopped-by-police-while-driving-your-rights/when-the-police-can-seize-your-vehicle#:~:text=The%20police%20can%20seize%20a,a%20proper%20licence%20or%20insurance
https://www.gov.uk/stopped-by-police-while-driving-your-rights/when-the-police-can-seize-your-vehicle#:~:text=The%20police%20can%20seize%20a,a%20proper%20licence%20or%20insurance
https://www.banbury-run.co.uk/
https://www.banbury-run.co.uk/


22nd to 29th September, 2024 - Picos Tour & XXXVII 

Piston Rally – Santander (NE Spain)  

Probably the most fun you can have with your 

clothes on! The 37th edition of the famous Piston 

Rally will once again be based at the business class 

Hotel Santemar 100 yds from the beach on the 

outskirts of Santander.  

 
Restricted to pre-1980 machines, many of our 

section members have taken part and thoroughly 

enjoyed the fabulous empty roads and scenery of 

the Picos and NE Spain.  

If you want to find more, check out their website, 

you’ll find it here http://www.mcpiston.com/ or 

contact  secretaria@mcpiston.com 

FOR SALE 
A 1965 BSA B40, civil defence model, complete with 

the rear pannier 

set which has 

never been fitted. 

The B40  has 

covered just 2,886  

miles and is 

believed to be in 

original condition. 

The vendor has 

fitted new tyres 

and a new 

exhaust. Offers in the region of £3,499. Call Malcolm 

Brown on 07966 244121. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
The section will be attending local shows and 

functions during the year and Bob Abberley has 

kindly volunteered to organise these. If you would 

be happy from time to time to show any of your 

bikes and possibly help out on the day, can you 

please contact Chairman Terry Pickering on 07850 

602222.  

BIBBINGS BIMBLINGS 
Section secretary Roger Bibbings has started a long 

and rambling journey through France and Spain he 

calls “Onefiftying” (150 miles a day on a 150!). 

 
In addition to  exploring some of Europes smaller 

roads and crossing the Pyrenees, our hero hoped to 

be “Chatting up strange ladies in bars”. It hasn’t 

quite gone to plan. Shortly after reaching France, 

he was pulled over by the Gendarmes for going 

“Too slow” on a dual carriageway. As he had 

committed no crime, the police helpfully re-set his 

Satnav to “winding roads only” and sent him on his 

way!  

Hoping for better 

weather than we have 

had in the UK, Roger 

was disappointed to 

wake up one morning 

to find his bike 

covered with a layer of 

snow!   

He doesn’t seem to 

have sampled the 

gastronomic delights of France or Spain either  and 

sent us this picture of him making soup on a 

camping stove in a 

bus shelter. 

Thankfully, he has 

now arrived at his 

daughter’s house in 

Spain and is girding 

his loins for the next 

stage. His verdict so 

far……………..“Slow 

motorcycling has its 

charms but it's hard 

on old bones”.  

SECTION WEBSITE  
You can find pretty much everything you need to 

know about our section and its past, present and 

future activities on our website.  Why not take a 

look? 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ 
 

 
Updates and other stuff can be found on our 

Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire section. Feel 

free to post to it. If you post stuff on your own 

Facebook page, please remember to link it to ours. 

If you’re not sure how to do it - ask your grandkids! 

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire  

http://www.mcpiston.com/
mailto:secretaria@mcpiston.com
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

