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Editor Geoff McGladdery
herefordVMCC@outlook.com

This issue of the Newsletter was started way back in
March '23. Unfortunately due to ill-health, it is only
seeing the light of day now. | have included the
report of the Classic Dirt Bike Show and the Brightwells
Feb auction as they had already been written and
seem fairly timeless. I'm afraid this issue is a bit
lightweight, but | hope that as my health continues
to improve, we will be able to return to “normal”.
Geoff McGladdery - Editor

PAST EVENTS
The Classic Dirt Bike Show - 11t -12th Feb 2023 -
Telford International Centre.

As ever, The Telford Show is the only place to be if you
like classic off-road machinery of all types and all
eras. Erwood’s Rob Hughes showed a few of his
wonderful selection of CCMs, my favourite being this
1978 Mk 11 350cc Trials bike. Taking its design cues from
Rob Shepherds 1977 British Championship winning
Honda RTL 305, the Bolton built CCM featured a
hybrid B50/B44 motor, with a sleeved down B44
barrel and a special Alpha big egd and flywheel.

Around 105 of these British beauties were made. After
a less-than-promising start, in the hands of
development rider Nick Jeffries, they proved to be
quite competitive, af least on home soil.
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A further run of 100 was promised, but sadly, were
never made, as the precious BSA based parts were
diverted to production of the popular CCM Moto-
Crossers, campaigned so successfully by John Banks.
The 350 frials machine was almost the swansong of
the CCM marque. In 1979, financial problems, saw a
takeover by Armstrong
Industries and trials bike
AFLIV_I_S;I'EQN__G production ended ..... for
a while.
Sammy Miller had been develoing a HIRO engined
frials bike and it is likely that CCM had monitored this
with interest as they were planning a range of Italian
HIRO engined moto-crossers. The “Miller” didn’t
make it info production, although Sammy himself
successfully campaigned a prototype (below with

the legendary Sammy outside his museum), winning
on its debut. Rising star John “*“Mecca” Metcalfe also
rode a Miller in 1980.

Finally in 1981, the Bolton built Armstrong CMT 310
frials machine was launched. Incorporating the
development work of Sammy Miller and Alan Clews,
the bike was immediately successful, once again in
the hands of Nick Jeffrires, and later John Lampkin,
eldest son of the legendary Arthur Lampkin.

Interestingly the bike still carried “CCM" branding
alongside that of parent company Armstrong. After
a year of production, the CMT320 and CMT250 Mk.3s
were infroduced in May 1983, incorporating further
developments and a number of detailed changes.


mailto:herefordVMCC@outlook.com

On a ‘works’ version of the CMT320, Gloucestershire’s
Steve Saunders (above) went on to win the British
Trials Championship in 1984 and 1985, but once
again the writing was on the wall. Twinshocks were
soon to be surpassed by Monoshocks, engine builder
HIRO went bust in 1984 and Bolton built trials bikes
were No more.

AUCTION NEWS

Wednesday, 15th Feb 2023 - On-line Classic
Motorcycle Auction, Brightwells, Leominster,

Very little buyer enthusiasm for the majority of the
eight VMCC eligible machines in this mixed car and
bike on-line auction. The format, popular during the
pandemic seems to have fallen out of favour with
both buyers and sellers. The stand-out machine in the
catalogue, the well presented 1969 Triumph Trophy
500 T100C covered inissue 78 did attract the bidders,

exceeding its estimate at £6,021. A fidy 1948 Norfton
model 18 also sold for £5,720. The star of the show for
me, but perhaps
not for everyone
else  was  this
quirky Solex, a film
prop from
“Charlie and the
Chocolate
Factory”.

With all the

proceeds going
fo the “Starter
Motor” Charity

and guided af
£1,500 - £2,000, it was disappointing to see a best
offer fo £1,000.

OTHER MORE RECENT AUCTIONS
Autumn is always a busy time for auctions, with
Bonhams, H&H, Charterhouse and HJ Pugh, all
holding important events.

Bonhams Stafford Show auction on Oct 14t & 15t
lacked a 6 figure show-stopper but Kork Ballington's
actual 1980 World Championship winning tandem
twin KR250 Kawasaki did come close at £92,000.

If you were looking for a Bcnbury bike at a sensible
price, this 1930 Ariel 250cc Model LF 'Colt, from the
John Hobbs Collection, would have set you back a

mere £2.875 — a very modest price. These twin port
OHV machines pack plenty of punch for a fiddler
and with their low seat height and light weight would
be ideal for Herefordshire lanes.

Perhaps the biggest surprise was a 1938 Matchless
Model “X" making £24,725, whilst a 1950 Series “C”
Vincent Rapide in similar condition made just
£22,475. How the mighty have fallenl........... or have
they?2 This shiny and correct looking 1954 Vincent
Black Shadow, complete with electric start, and
under the hammer at Charterhouse's October sale,
cost its new owner £62,400.
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Charterhouse also sold the best looking Norvin

ever seen. Built in 2022 by JMC Classics this stunning
Café Racer came with a specification to die for -

twin plug heads, electric start, Dellorto carbs, 250mm



magnesium 4LS front brake and 200mm TLS rear
brake (with cush drive). A thing of beauty and worth
every penny of 9 000 paid for i

A very different story unfolded at H&H's November
auction, where seven of the top ten prices were paid
for Scoofters, including the most expensive bike of the
doy ThIS I’rollon mode 1967 Vespo SS?O Super Spnn’r

Rare2 Undoubtedly. Highly original2 Absolutely, but
was it worth £34,2202 I'm not so sure — What do you
think?2

Plenty of “proper” motorbikes made the H&H
catalogue. This 1972 Candy Lavender Suzuki GT750 J
selling for £16,250 - top price of the day. The subject
of a felevised, five month “nut and bolt” restoration
by the legendary builder Allen Millyard on ITV4's ‘The
Motorbike Show'. Offered for sale by presenter Henry
Cole, it certainly came with a sprinkling of Hollywood
glitter, but was that enough to justify the spectacular
price?

Demand was such that local Auction house HJ Pugh
held two large auctions in the autumn.

Top prices in the September went to two race bikes.
An immaculate 1962 500cc Manx Norton replica -
assembled in 2017 - made £21,372 and a very fidy in
1990 Seeley G50 made £18 084

This fuIIy res’rored hondsome 191 4 770cc New Hudson
Big Six outfit, looked like a bargain at £13,700 as did
lot 851 a 1929 499cc Rudge-Whitworth combinafion

which was awarded a Gold Medal in the 1929 ISDT,
held that year in Germany.

Animmaculate 1980, 1000cc Honda CBX Super-Sport
made a wallet-emptying £13,152, reflecting the
growing interest in these over-weight, ill-handling,
under-braked monsters. (We would be pleased to hear
from any owners who have a different opinion - Ed)
OFF-ROADERS AT PUGH’S

Off-roaders featured heavily in HJ Pugh'’s November
Sale with close ‘ro 80 listed |n the 260-lot catalogue.

This 1969 500ccc Cheney Triumph ISDT replica stood
head and shoulders above some excellent British
mid-century metal. Eric Cheney built the bikes for the
1970 British ISDT team, but also produced a small
batch for sale to the public - this is one of them.
Road-registered, extensive documentation included
letters of authenticity from Eric Cheney and Triumph



Owners Club, some history, plenty of receipts and a
past magazine cover. It could have been yours for
just £7,891.

The day's top price of £18,851 was paid for a shiny

and correct Iookiri\_lﬁW&SSuzukiRGSOO "Gamma'". -

As with all these autumn auctions, prices were flat,
with many more “NOT SOLD” than is usual. Prices for
rare, correct or pristine machines, whilst not exactly
strong remained steady. Is there a slump? Probably
not, but clearly now is a much better time to buy a
bike than to sell it and there were plenty of bargains
about. A desirable 1967 500cc Moto Guzzi Falcone
Turismo struggled o £4,987 before the hammer fell. -
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Seemingly very cheap for a Falcone (Bacon Slicer), it
was a late (and less desirable) model and was
showing signs of wear.

For just £548, frue paftriots could have taken home this
intferesting litfle  Welsh-built 1959 Bown moped.
Without any documents and in need of a full

restoration, it looked complete and highly original.
Powered by a 3-speed Austrian Fichtel & Sachs motor
and featuring rear suspension, trailing-link front fork
and electric lighting, this was a well-specified
machine for its era and would be a great addition o
any collection.

At £877, this evocative 1946 Francis Barnett
autocycle wasn't going to break the bank. Originally
released in1939 the “Fanny B” is powered by the
98cc Villiers Junior de Luxe engine, with single-speed
fransmission and auxiliary pedalling gear (sometimes

ironically referred to as LPA or light Pedal Assistance).
— = . LEDBURY e e
(01531) 631122

All the above auction prices are the prices paid by
the buyer. They include the hammer price, the
buyers commission and the VAT on that commission.
(There is no VAT payable on the hammer price)

You can find the full results for these auctions on
each company’s website.

Bonhams
https://www.bonhams.com/auction/28185/the-

auvtumn-stafford-sale-the-classic-motorcycle-
mechanics-show/2page=11

Charterhouse
hitps://www.charterhouse-auction.com/
H&H
https://www.handh.co.uk/auction-results/

HJ Pugh
https://www.hjpugh.com/auction-results/

FESTIVE SEASON'S RIDES

BRASS MONKEY RIDE - Dec 26t 2023

The sixth and best supported Brass Monkey Ride
aftracted more
than 60 starters
and plenty  of
spectators To the
Moon at Mordiford.
Good weather
helps, but there is
clearly an appetite
for gefting out in
the fresh air over
the Festive Season.
Thanks to all those

who turned out and brought their best bikes and best

Paul Farley’s beautiful 1936(ish) OHV Triumph single,
caught the eye, but was just one of many interesting
and beautiful machines on show.
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BRASS BULL RIDE — NEW YEAR'S DAY 2024

Another excellent
tfurnout — at least 40
machines made the
start at Hundred
House for this the 3rd
ride in the series. It was
great to see so many
riding  considerable
distances to be there,
with  many making
ro__'und frips of 100 miles or more.

John Macklin’s unusual Grumph (Triumph powered
Greeves special] attracted plenty of attention as did
Maggie Smith's beautiful Tiger Cub. Jack England,
who is responsible for many of our event pictures,
aftended both Festive Season rides on his Rofax
powered Harley and even found time to capture
some of the beautiful Mid-Wales scenery.

ou can see more pictures of ’rheseevenfs on our
Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday Jan 18t - Club Night - East. The Moon at
Mordiford - HR1 4LW from 7:00 p.m.

Nothing formal, just a chance to meet with friends
and like-minded souls, swap stories and kick tyres. All
existing and intending members welcome.

Thursday 18th January 2024 - Drag Racing - a
presentation By Tom Vivian - Malvern Motorcycle
Club, Link Way, Howsell Rd, Malvern, WR14 1UQ -
Irom 8:00 p.m.

Tom Vivian will be giving an illustrated talk on Drag
Racing Triumph & Weslake machines in the 1970's &
1980’s. The fabulous Supercharged Weslake 1000
Vee Twin will be on display.

Thursday Feb 1st - Club night - West. The Greyhound
Hotel 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR from 7:30
There will be a talk by Peter Bradley on "Brecon
Mountain Rescue" commencing at 20:00. All existing
and infending members welcome.

Saturday & Sunday 10t -11th Feb - The Classic Dirt
Bike Show -- Telford International Centre, TF3 4JH.

An absolute "must” for anyone interested in the
classic off-road scene. If you're looking to find parts
in the excellent autojumble, then go on the Saturday.
Anything worth having, along with some of the
fraders will have gone before Sunday morning. Entry
is £20 for adults, but free for under 16s. If you purchase
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your tickets on-line before 08:30 on Feb 5th, they are
at areduced price of £16.

Thursday Feb 16th - Club Night - East. Three
Horseshoes Inn at Allensmore, HR2 9AS - from 7:00
p.m. NOTE NEW VENUE

We are trialling this new venue, where we will have a
dedicated room off the restaurant area. It will be
nice to be able to sit and mix in our own space. The
drinks are cheaper, and the food is good and
competitively priced. Please come along and let us
know whether you think we should move from The
Moon.

16t & 17th Feb 2924 - H.J. Pugh 2-Day Sale of Vintage
and Classic Motorcycles, Projects, Spares and
Literature. Hazle Meadows Auction Centre, Ross
Road, Led e, HR8 2LP

This sale will iclude the late Robert Turner's
collection of Norton motorcycles, Norton NOS spares
and rebuilt engines.

The Bristol Classic MotorCycle Show 24th -25th Feb -
The Royal Bath & West Showground, BA4 6QN

— The first big show of the year which features an
excellent range of club and one-make stands. Don't
be fooled, the show is at the Shepton Mallet
showground, about an hour south of Bristol. Still well-
worth attending. If you purchase your tickets on-line
before 08:30 on Feb 20th, they are at a reduced
price of £15:50.

SECTION NEWS
AGM

The Section held its AGM at the Black Lion Hotel in
Hereford on 16th Nov 2023, when 31 members
aftended. Full details of the meeting, including the
financial report can be found in the “members only”
section of the Section website.
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/members-area/
Terry Pickering has taken on the role of Chairman,
following the retirement of Geoff McGladdery and a
new committee was elected as follows: - Roger
Bibbings (secretary) Sue Pickering (Treasurer), Mike
Bertenshaw, Gary Jones, Gareth Jones, Rob
Woodford, Bob Abberley and Rob Holliday.

NEW FOR 2024
The Section will be running ‘Internal Championships’
in 2024. In brief. There will be a ‘Social Championship'
where you will be awarded a point for every fime you
attend a Section event like a club night or a
breakfast/brunch meet.

Attendance at a Trail ride, Herefordshire &
Beyond, Herefordshire on the Edge, and all other
organised section rides, will count towards a 'Riding
Championship'. Organising or leading an event will
count as an additional point. There will of course be
prizes at the end of the year. New Chairman Terry
Pickering hopes that running these championships
will enable us to gather information as to what is and
what is not popular, and from that we will be able to
tailor our events to meet the needs of our members
in the future.

SIGNING ON SHEETS
in order to meet the Club's and our insurers’ safety
expectations, we are all required fo “sign-on” at the
start of section events and fo listen to any briefing

thatis held. By “signing-on”, you are deemed to have
listened to and understood the briefing and that you
hold a driving licence for the appropriate class of
vehicle; and have appropriate insurance as required
by the Road Traffic Acts. It is also assumed that your
motorcycle is “road-legal”, complies with current
noise levels and will be maintained in roadworthy
condition for the duration of the event.
Itis arider's or driver's responsibility to ensure that they
and their machine comply with current road traffic
law. We will be posting more details of these
expectations in the members' area of the Section’s
website in the near future.

ROGER BIBBINGS
Section Secretary and lifelong motorcyclist, Roger
Bibbings has been co-opted to serve as a director of
the VMCC. Roger has also decided to stand for
formal election. There will be seven vacancies on the
Board. The three candidates gaining the largest
majorities will be elected for three vyears, the
remaining four for two years. The voting deadline
details will be in the Feb Journal.
We hope that you will wish to support Roger's
candidacy. He sets out his reasons for standing

“I believe strongly that the overall aim of the VMCC
must be to foster fun, friendship and mutual support
among enthusiasts in pursuit of the preservation and
continued enjoyment of vintage and classic
motorcycles, in particular by: encouraging the
recruitment and retention of members; supporting a
thriving network of local and specialist Sections;
disseminating news, information and views via the
Journal, website, Social Media and other means;
supporting the delivery of an exciting programme of
events, principally  via  Sections; maintaining
and ensuring access to our library and heritage
resources; facilitating the delivery of appropriate
services to members (such as insurance and
discounts); and championing the interests of our
members, including tackling potential threats to our
pastime by working with and through other
representative  bodies. The governance and
central functions of the Club must be made as
efficient and as cost effective as possible to support
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and serve the needs of Sections and the wider
membership. All overheads must be reduced fo a
level consistent with this objective while at the same
fime controlling the cost of annual subscriptions.
Above all the Club must be welcoming, open and
democratic. It must reach out, particularly at local
level, to connect with all those who share our
enthusiasm for vintage and classic
motorcycling. The role of the Board must be to bring
all parts of the Club together to deliver this shared
vision.

Our motorcycling past has got a great future ahead
of it!”

Roger Bibbings

HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE EDGE
The 2023 edition of “Herefordshire on the Edge” was
the most successful of the seven events held to date.
Arecord 110 machines were entered, an increase of
20% on 2022. Ninety-six machines made it to the start
and 74 made it to the finish and won an award.

For the first time, we welcomed 2 Dutch riders, Hans
Van Reisen on a borrowed 1955 350cc AJS and
George Bouret on his Laverda 750SF. Both riders
managed to take home a Gold medal and a fund
of stories about Herefordshire's “bumpy” roads!

SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS 2023

Total Waypoints
visited
Gold
Silver
Bronze
No award
150 Medal
DNS
DNF

1431 | 36 | 21 |17|36| 6 | 13 | 12

33%| 19%|15%||33%| 5% | 12%|11%
78 8 6 | 2 | "Ragged" Edge
5% 7%| 5%| 2% Ribbons

We hope to welcome more foreign visitors in 2024,

when we may
> 20 reach our event limit
[T
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of 125. This year's
edifion will be held
on Sunday June
30th, so make a date
in your diary.
CWMPAS
Infroduced in 2020 as a substitute for the COVID hit
Herefordshire on the Edge, CWMPAS was run again in
2022 and 2023, proving so popular that there will be
another event in 2024. Centred, as usual on Mid-
Wales - Cwmpas '24 will be open from Friday, March
29t (Good Friday) until  Wednesday Oct 2nd,
Waypoint informatfion will
be available on our website
at least 2 weeks prior to
opening and will be mailed
directly to all those on our
mailing list. Event stickers,
badges and certificates will
be awarded as usual.
There is an excellent 3-page
article on Cwmpas in the
Jan 2024 edition of the Club’s Vintage & Classic
Motorcycle

HOW TO GET A MOTORYCLE LICENCE TODAY

If, like most of us, you passed your fest 1,000 years
ago, by riding round the block, not falling off and not
running down the tester when he stood in the middle
of the road for the emergency stop, you might be
interested to know what hoops Adele Goddard, a
new rider, has had to jump through to get a
motorcycle licence.

Before being allowed out on the road, in
November '22 and being in possession of “a valid UK
driving licence with provisional entittement for motor
cycles”, she completed a CBT (Compulsory Basic
Training) course at ‘Chappers’ in Hereford run by Polly
and Paul Chapman. Adele was impressed — “They
were both good. There is a theory bit, learning about

clothing, bike checks, Highway Code and
positioning. The practical element consists of bike
checks, starting & stopping, riding round in circles
changing gear, emergency stops, fraffic cones and
mini left furns, turning round and right turn. | did this
from 8-3pm & then went out on the road on a Sunday
morning for two hours where you do circuits around
Hereford, and they follow behind you. If they are
happy. they give you a ‘sustificate’ and you're then
allowed out on the road (WITh L plofes)

WHAT NEXT?
A holder of a CBT certificate, if over 17 years old, is
entitled to ride a moped, or a motorcycle up to
125cc and with a power output of up fo 1TkW
(approx. 14.75HP) for two years. The machine must
display “L” plates (“L” or “D” plates in Wales).
Before the end of that 2-year period, you must pass
your full moped or motorcycle test, or you will need
to take another CBT course.
The “Full” test is not quite as “full” as you would
imagine. You can be licensed to drive Category A1 -
small motorbikes.
These are motorbikes not exceeding:

e 125cc engine size

e 11kW power output
e 0.1kW/kg power to weight ratio



Category A2 - medium-sized Motorbikes, with or
without a sidecar not exceeding:
e 35kW power output
o 0.2kW/kg power to weight ratio
e They also cannot be derived from a vehicle
of more than double its power.

Category A - large motorbikes:

These are bikes unlimited in size and power, with or
without a sidecar. You can ride the category of
motorbike you took your test on.

THE BANBURY RUN 2024

Traditionally the “Flagship” event of the Vintage
Motor Cycle Club, The Banbury Run has become a
shadow of its former self. Entries have dwindled for a
variety of reasons, not the least of which is the cost of
entry. The Board has recognised this problem and
reduced entry fees to £48 and is offering a package
to non-members, which for £100 includes a years
membership as well as the entry.

An enfry form has been sent to you with this
Newsletter and will also be available on the VMCC
website in the next few days. https://www.banbury-
run.co.uk/

Remember, entries are restricted to machines
manufactured before 31st December 1930. Please
give some thought to entering this year's Banbury
and help initsrevival.
T 1 # VMCC ‘Banbury Run' o |

NANCY DOWELL RIP

We regret to record the passing of Nancy Dowell. We
are indebted to Jon Hodges for these words.
“Nancy was part of the old Herefordshire Section
which just enjoyed going out riding mainly info Wales.
| was privileged to find this group after going on one
or two of the proper Vintage runs put on by the
Section. As well as those runs, the stalwarts rode out
regularly and anybody was welcome to join them on
any motorcycle. The runs usually meant following the
ex-police BMW of Bigfoot' Davies up info the
narrowest and grass cenfred lanes of Wales for a full
day’s riding. Amongst the group regulars were Tony
and Nancy Dowell on
whichever BMW  was
current. Even in the most
inclement weather
Nancy was always there
with a smile. If the run
finshed anywhere near
their Leominster home,
o even after a long hard
vy b day, she would offer to
J[“(“ o “ feed everyone before we
went our separate ways. This just crowned the day
and was very welcome especially to the two of us
who still had the journey back to Oxford for work the
next day. She was at the centre of a group that you
just wanted fo keep riding with. My thoughts are with
Tony and his family at this sad time.”

THE
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The photo (above) shows, from the left, myself and
partner Gill Swan, Bob Bufton, Nancy and Tony
Dowell, Mike "Bigfoot” Davies, Frank Oakey and
Colin Osbourne . As far as | can ascertain it was taken
somewhere on the Beddgelert to Capel Curig road
up in the Snowdonia hills.”

FOR SALE

1995 Honda NTV650. It has not been out since Covid
struck and is currently on SORN. As far as | am aware
it just needs a new battery and an MOT and it should
be fit to go. The pannier racks are for the Givi
Monokey type. | thought something like £875 would
be a reasonable price for it . There are Honda and
Haynes manuals to go with it plus a few spares. | can
be contacted on this email or telephone on Jon
Hodges jonh7r@gmail.com 01597 823662. Leave a
message as | don't always hear it these days.

Thanks

SECTION WEBSITE

You can find pretty much everything you need to
know about our section and its past, present and
future activities on our website. Why not take a look?
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

Findus on [fi

Updates and other stuff can be found on our
Facebook page — VMCC Herefordshire section. Feel
free to post to it. If you post stuff on your own
Facebook page, please remember to link it fo ours. If
you're not sure how to do it - ask your grandkids!
hitps://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire
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