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PAST EVENTS  
Sunday Jan 1st - 2nd Brass Bull ride.  

Despite a rather 

gloomy forecast, we 

had another fantastic 

turnout for a seasonal 

ride.  About thirty-five 

machines started from 

Gregg’s deserted car 

park, despite an 

inauspicious crash of 

thunder, just minutes 

before the off. The rain held off until close to the 

finish at Aberedw, but it didn’t seem to dampen 

anyone’s spirits.  

 

Thanks to everyone who turned out on a less than 

promising morning and particular thanks to John 

Munday and Chris Richards for devising a superb 

route. A great way to start the New Year! 

 

Thursday Jan 5th - Club night - West. The Greyhound 

Hotel, Builth Wells – including a talk on “Blood Bikes 

Wales”. 

On 6th January Ray 

Rand (Powys Area Rep) 

presented an 

interesting illustrated 

talk on Blood Bikes 

Wales. Wales has one 

umbrella organisation 

to cover the whole 

country with Powys 

being the last county to 

be added in 2019.  England has lots of disparate 

groups and some areas are unfortunately not 

covered. Surprisingly the two Powys based bikes 

rarely carry blood as there are no A&E’s in Powys. 

They mainly carry frozen human milk for babies in 

hospital, equipment, and blood and tissue samples. 

The current bikes are a Triumph 900 and a Honda 

NC 750 Automatic. You already know which is the 

most reliable! 

For further information  www.bloodbikes.wales  

 

EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO 
Thursday Feb 2nd - Club night - West. The Greyhound 

Hotel 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR from 7:30 

p.m. All existing and intending members welcome. 

There will be a talk by Peter Bradley on "Brecon 

Mountain Rescue" commencing at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Classic Dirt Bike Show – 11th -12th Feb - 

Telford International Centre, TF3 4JH.  
An absolute “must” for anyone interested in the 

classic off-road scene.  

 
The special guest this year is Dave Thorpe, the 3 

times 500MX world Champion and the last Brit to 

take the title, way back in 1989.  

If you’re looking to find parts in the excellent 

autojumble, then go on the Saturday. Anything 

mailto:herefordVMCC@outlook.com
http://www.bloodbikes.wales/


worth having along with some of the traders will 

have gone before Sunday morning. Entry is £18 for 

adults, but free for under 16s. If you purchase your 

tickets on-line before 08:30 on Feb 6th, they are at a 

reduced price of £15:50. 

 

Thursday, 16th Feb  – On-line Classic Motorcycle 

Auction, Brightwells, Easters Court, Mill Street, 

Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0DE. 

Another in their series of “on-line” auctions. Bidding 

starts at 10:00 on Sat Feb 11th and closes on the 

evening of the 16th – Please check the website. 

The “stand-out” machine amongst a handful of 

classics has to be this  fine 1969 Triumph Trophy 500 

T100C.

 
Imported from the USA in 2019, and now UK 

registered, it is showing an “indicated” 185 miles, 

which could possibly be correct. Guided between 

£4,500 and £5,500, if it is what it seems , then it surely 

represents good value for money. 

 

Thursday Feb 16th  - Club Night - East. The Moon at 

Mordiford - HR1 4LW from 7:00 p.m. 

Nothing formal, just a chance to meet with friends 

and like-minded souls, swap stories and kick tyres.  

All existing and intending members welcome.  

 

Friday Feb 17th - Sale of Vintage & Classic, Projects, 

Spares, Literature & Petroliana. - HJ Pugh, Ross Road, 

Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 2LP 

Another massive sale, with over 600 lots already 

listed and surely more to come.  You’ll find the usual 

bewildering array of parts, projects and petroliana, 

ranging across the spectrum from “Treasure” to 

“Trouble “ and  almost 

all without reserve. Lot 

479, an 8” Triumph/BSA 

Twin leading shoe 

brake and wheel is 

most definitely in the 

former category, as is 

Lot 502, this Bonniksen 

Isochronous 0-50 

speedometer. But the 

pile of assorted metal, 

alluringly described as a “BSA Bantam D10 Bushman 

project”, surely heralds trouble. How little is really 

Bushman and how much is just Bantam?  

 
Just a glimpse of the orange and cream can be 

enough to melt hardened hearts and start a 

bidding war, but we would strongly advise keeping 

your hands in your 

pockets. This one is 

best left to those 

who are really “in 

the know”. If it’s a 

BSA engine you 

need, then there 

are at least 20 in 

various stages of 

completion, so you 

may well find just 

what you’re looking 

for. These auctions 

are usually good 

places to buy 

trailers. This 3-bike model will be keenly fought over 

but will still represent good value compared to a 

new model.  

Saturday Feb 18th - 2 Day Sale of Vintage & Classic 

Motorcycles. - HJ Pugh, Ross Road, Ledbury, 

Herefordshire, HR8 2LP  

As we have come to expect, there is something for 

everyone in this catalogue which already (at the 

time of writing) extends to more than 200 lots. From 

the pristine to the project, from the eccentric to the 

exciting, it’s all here.  

Leading the “eccentrics” has to be Lot 991, a 1953 

32cc Cyclemaster, no longer required by its former 

owner, a Hampshire fishmonger. 

 
If you’re in the market for, “exciting” then look no 

further than Lot 832, a 1982 Ducati Darmah - fittingly 

presented in red – surely the only colour for anything 

Italian. 

 



The Darmah was described by Dave Minton, the 

renowned, recently departed journalist and author 

as “Probably the best roadster in production 

anywhere in the world….. regardless of price.” The 

Darmah was good for 125 mph with brakes and 

handling to suit. Dave Minton, in his own inimitable 

way, went on to describe it as “…Glistening with the 

warm, icy appeal of an early Z1, finished like an old 

BMW, purposeful as a Velo Thruxton. The whole 

thing was right, exactly, beautifully, correctly 

balanced into a single flowing moment that spelled 

perfection. As the engine was a blood relation of 

the unfettered 900 SS it might be assumed the 

Darmah would also be of that type.” OK, so this isn’t 

an SS, but it has clearly been upgraded and was 

allegedly raced. 

You’ll find tired old Superbikes like this unloved 1978 

BMW RS100 (above) and super old, tired bikes like 

the James V-twin 500cc flat tank project. 

 

(below), they’re just waiting for a new owner to 

breathe life back into them. Although the James will 

need some very deep breaths (and even deeper 

pockets), it will be a rare and valuable machine 

when its finished.  

 
If you’re old and tired (like me ….Ed), you’re not 

looking for anything extravagant  and you don’t 

want to spend the next 3 years in the garage, then 

there’s plenty on offer for you too. How about this 

1976 Yamaha YB100? Recently refreshed and re-

sprayed. It promises hours of fun around our 

splendid country lanes. 

If Sir (or indeed Madam) is looking for something 

British and bigger, then Lot 833, a 1961 Norton Atlas 

650SS with a 750 cc engine, might do the trick. Said 

to ride and run well, it comes with a few bits and 

pieces and lots of history. Like we said “something 

for everyone. 

You can see the full catalogue for both auctions on 

HJ Pugh’s website. 

https://www.hjpugh.com/auctions/ 

 

The Bristol Classic MotorCycle Show 25-26 Feb - The 

Royal Bath & West Showground, BA4 6QN  

– The first big show of the year which features an 

excellent range of club and one-make stands. 

Don’t be fooled, the show is at the Shepton Mallet 

showground, about an hour south of Bristol. Still well-

worth attending. If you purchase your tickets on-line 

before 08:30 on Feb 20th, they are at a reduced 

price of £15:50.  

Thursday March 2nd - Club night - West. The 

Greyhound Hotel 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR 

from 7:30 p.m. All existing and intending members 

welcome. Malcolm Webster will give a talk on 

"Marston Sunbeams from the beginning" 

commencing at 8:00 p.m. 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Saturday April 1st – Brecon Classic Motorcycle Show, 

Market Hall, Market Street, Brecon LD3 9DA – 10:00 

a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
We hope to find out more about this show and seek 

some involvement, perhaps taking some space to 

advertise our section’s activities. 

https://www.hjpugh.com/auctions/


Sunday May 21st - Wistanstow Vintage and Classic 

Motorcycle Show – Wistanstow Village Hall, Craven 

Arms, SY7 8DQ – 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
This excellent show is always well supported by 

section members and is always worth visiting. 

 

Sunday August 13th – Clungunford Classic Motor 

Show, Clungunford Village Hall & Green SY7 0PP 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
Another great local show. Less than an hour’s ride 

from Builth, Hereford or Llandrindod Wells, with 

plenty of good roads to choose from.  

 

WHEN WE WERE YOUNG – OR “THE OLDEN DAYS” 

AS THE GRANDCHILDREN CALL IT. 
The pictures of  Geoff McGladdery and Dave Wilson 

emerging from the slime in issue 77, struck a chord 

with Russ McDermid, who was moved to send us 

these two shots of his (young) self riding a Suzuki 

PE175 on the Monks Trod. Weirdly he seems to be 

enjoying being stuck in the ooze! 

 
 

 
 

Paul Farley sent us this great picture of his 17 year 

old self – a Comerford’s employee, beside a brand 

new self-built Bultaco Sherpa, “They came in kit form 

to save on tax,” Paul tells us “… and it belonged to 

R Sutton, father of Chris Sutton who was a top trials 

rider in the 80’s. I worked at Comerfords who were 

the Bultaco importers but could never afford one 

myself. I did however have an unfashionable 

Comerford Cub which no doubt gave me my 

enthusiasm for engines with valves.”  

 
We’d love to see any of your youthful pictures. Dig 

out the family album and see what you’ve got. 
(Paul has given us more details of his time at the famous 

Comerfords dealership. Space prevents us from using them in 

this issue, but they will appear in issue 79……Ed) 

 

FOOTNOTE TO THE BRASS MONKEY RIDE.  
David Brand rode a nice little Honda twin, which he 

delighted in calling his “Hedge Bike”. There had to 

be a story behind the name and sure enough David 

was happy to tell it. 

“This is my "Hedge Honda" its a 1984 CB125T Super 

Dream and so called because as you would guess I 

found it in a hedge. Well actually it belonged to 

someone else when in the hedge and I spotted it 

through the window whilst working in his bathroom. I 

mentioned my interest in motorcycles to the gent 

and his retort was that he could do without the one 

in the hedge that had been there for six years since 

his son had abandoned it there. So he assured me 

that he was the legal owner and if I could get it out 

of the hedge and wave the toilet repair bill he 

would find the log book and the’ hedge’ Honda 

was mine. The bike was soon in my van and on the 

way back to work, all I had to do was explain to my 



partner why no invoice had been raised for the call 

out repair job! Easily sorted…… I've had the hedge 

Honda on the road for about nine months now, 

initially, I hosed it off, freed the front brake and 

found the full set of locks with keys on ebay as the 

guy hadn't managed to find the original. I was 

talking to Mitch (AH Mitchell, Unit 1D, Lower Road 

Trading Estate Ledbury HR8 2DJ) about it, he said he 

thought the guy with the broken toilet had probably 

got the better deal! I've since taken it to France and 

Switzerland on the the back of my camper as 

auxiliary transport and my son in law did 

Herefordshire on the Edge 2022 on it. Its now got a 

Brass Monkey sticker as well. I like my Hedge 

Honda.” 

 

IF URINTERESTED IN URINALS………. 

 
Boys will be boys! 

 

WHO SAID LIGHTNING DOESN’T STRIKE TWICE? 

 
Rob Woodford tells us that …”Seeing the final 

picture in the Newsletter (issue 77 below), brought 

back memories of what happened to me in August. 

All I can remember is seeing the van coming 

towards me and a white 

flash going past a few 

inches from my head. It 

happened in my local 

lane and the irony is, he 

was delivering to us. The 

car was written off. The 

vehicle types in both pics 

are more than a 

coincidence. The driver 

accepted full 

responsibility, and I was 

paid out within 48 hours. Just shows how often this 

happens.” 

 

SOME MEMORIES OF SLATER BROTHERS - AND OF 

TWO GREAT PEOPLE WHO ARE SADLY NO 

LONGER WITH US. 
We are indebted to Richard Slater, the author of this 

piece who has kindly allowed us to use it……Ed. 
Both John McDermott and David Minton were very 

early members of the Slater Bros team in the early 

70's. In fact it was John McDermott who found 

Collington Works vacant and for sale whilst looking 

around for premises for himself to live in one Sunday 



afternoon. Roger had run out of space working from 

home and with his Egli Vincent business and the 

new Laverda franchise on board new premises had 

to be found, when I was invited to join the 

company. The whole operation was transferred to a 

part of Tim Healy's large factory in Redditch where 

he and his brother George operated their Ariel 

business, we were there for a few months until 

formalities were completed which allowed us to 

move down to rural Herefordshire. 

SENT TO LEARN FROM THE GREAT FRITZ EGLI 

 We moved into Collington Works along with a 

couple of Roger's key workers one of which was 

Graham Binnion - a very gifted local lad who had 

lived local to the original family home. He was so 

valued that Roger had the foresight to send him to 

work with Fritz Egli in Switzerland for six months where 

he learned the technicalities of building Egli frames. 

Once back home he went on to teach himself how 

to make and weld those wonderful large aluminium 

fuel tanks as well as most of the other components 

needed to build a complete Egli.  

 
 Shortly after making the move a couple of the old 

guard left but David joined - full time and lived 

locally travelling home to his family at weekends. He 

eventually bought a cottage in a village near 

Leominster and this became their permanent family 

home, Graham also married and settled in the 

Bromyard area where he stayed until his untimely 

death three years ago.  

BATTERED OLD BEDFORD DORMOBILE 

In the early days at Collington David and Graham 

formed a bond which was infectious to all that 

witnessed it. They took a great interest in what each 

was doing and there would often be reams of 

laughter between themselves whilst they imagined 

very unlikely situations. One I remember of theirs was 

clearing Dover immigration and customs re-entering 

the UK after a continental holiday with a battered 

old Bedford Dormobile which was throwing oil out 

onto the floor – coughing out clouds of smoke and 

with at least four tired and irritable young kids on 

board all yelling their heads off and requiring fresh 

nappies rather urgently. Graham and David added 

to this scenario regularly for quite some time 

afterwards. Another one was with Graham's own 

personal project bike. Before Graham branched out 

on his own and went solo building Egli frames he 

built one for himself in his spare time, based on an 

A10 and a superb Egli had been 

constructed around this idea complete with cast 

wheels and Ceriani forks. The engine was only a set  

of bare empty cases but to all intents and purposes 

it looked the part and Graham was very proud of it. 

CAL RAYBON WINS ON WORLD BEATING EGLI A10 

In spare times sometimes David would emerge from 

his office to come and admire the A10 with 

Graham. Between them they would conjure up the 

headlines in the International motorcycle press  

 `Cal Rayborn` wins Daytona on `Binnion World 

Beater A10’. Once again they would  nearly fall 

about laughing at the scenario. In those early days 

there was a superb team spirit forming between our 

steadily expanding crew. 

A NICKNAME FOR EVERYONE 

David had a nickname for everyone of including 

himself - most of which I have now forgotten after 

nearly fifty years - a couple I do remember 

however.   I was `One Man Black Hand Brigade`, 

presumably based on the fact that my job at that 

time was involved in the mechanical side of things.  

He was `Chief Shiny`  because of his shiny pants 

from sitting down all day in front of his mechanical 

typewriter. Another was for our clerical lady who 

was `Lady Organ Eyes`. We went on to acquire four 

or five of them eventually. There were amusing 

situations occurring   pretty regularly - one involved 

a telephone conversation from a man in Australia, if 

anyone can remember back to the early 70's  - 

there were no STD calls, any long distance and all 

overseas calls had to be `Booked` - could take an 

hour of waiting -  and they cost a fortune. 

ON THE CAR PHONE FROM FLORIDA! 

One lunchtime Graham and myself were waiting for 

David to all go somewhere, maybe down the pub 

for some refreshment. Just as David was leaving his 

seat the one phone we had rang and he answered 

it  - he stood there for a few moments with a 

perplexed frown on his face until he quite visibly 

and audibly uttered the command `Sidney  Who`  

 it turned out to be a prospective customer calling 

from Australia. On another occasion  he took a call 

from another `prospective` in America which was 

prone to occasional `fading` - when David 

questioned this it transpired that the call was being 

made on a  car phone from a turnpike in Florida 

and the fading was from when the car went under 

bridges. All this whilst we were enduring `Party Lines` 

and operator controlled  phone calls. All in all - 

some wonderful memories – thank you David and 

Graham RIP” 

Richard Slater. 

 

 



Hopefully the 2023 edition won’t be as overtly 

competetive as it was back in the fifties when this 

shot was taken. There have been a couple of 

changes to the original plan. Cliff Griffiths has 

decided not to ride his Kawasaki KH 750 and instead 

will be on board his newly acquired 1966 Honda CB 

160. 

Another group member – who shall remain 

anonymous for the moment - is looking closely at 

this handsome1962 125cc Parilla Olimpia  

 
Progress is probably not the best word to describe 

Geoff McGladdery’s Bianchi Bernina rebuild.  

Most of the required parts have been ordered at 

ruinous prices, from Italy and the rest of the bike has 

been sent off to various supplers for repairing, 

painting, powder coating, plating and chroming. It 

is slowly returning and a symbolic start to re-asembly 

has been made, with the swinging arm in place, 

new rear shocks mounted and centre stand and 

spring now attached to the frame! Time for a quick 

lie-down. 

A couple of new (to Geoff) local suppliers have 

performed well enough to be recommended. 

County Powder Coating blasted and powder 

coated the frame, swinging arm, rear carrier 

footrests, brake lever and centre stand in black. 

They turned it round in less than 2 weeks for £180, 

which seems like good value for money.  You can 

find them at 1, Bruff Business Centre, Suckley, 

Worcester, WR6 5DR.  

https://countypowdercoatings.co.uk/contact/  

Malvern Electroplating made an excellent job of 

bright zinc plating an assorted bundle of spindles, 

brackets and fixings and again turned it all round in 

less than 2 weeks. If you’ve not done this before, be 

aware that the finish you get is largely dependent 

on the surface quality of the parts you send. ME’s 

processes are primarily used on new/virgin metals, 

so if you want that kind of quality, you have to 

clean and degrease your parts to a high standard. 

You can find them at Spring Lane South, Malvern, 

WR14 1AT. 

http://www.malvernelectroplating.co.uk/  

 

HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE EDGE 2023 
The 7th running of 

our flagship event 

will take place on 

Sunday June 25th 

and will feature 

the usual 2 

start/finish points – 

the Travellers  Rest at Ross-on-Wye, HR9 7QJ and the 

Lion at Leintwardine. SY7 0JZ.  

 

The format remains broadly the same as in previous 

years, with medals awarded for the number of 

waypoints visited and an option to achieve a 

“Ragged Edge” ribbon by choosing to ride some 

unsurfaced tracks.  

The route will take you to some of the least visited 

parts in our wondeful county and introduce you to 

roads you’ve never travelled before.   

 
Herefordshire on the Edge is open to 2 or 3 wheeled 

machines manufactured before Jan 1st 1998. You 

can find more about the event here on our website. 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/herefordshire-

on-the-edge-2023/ Regulations and entry foms 

have been sent out with this newsletter. 

https://countypowdercoatings.co.uk/contact/
http://www.malvernelectroplating.co.uk/
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/herefordshire-on-the-edge-2023/
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/herefordshire-on-the-edge-2023/


HOME SWEET HOME 

 
There’s nothing like a nice warm, dry garage to 

keep you favourite bike in.  

 

A COUPLE OF CUBS 
Many of you will have seen and admired Mike 

Spencer’s 1965 T20 Tiger Cub. Mike was kind enough 

to send us some wonderful pictures of a trip to 

Snowdonia with his friend Steve Watts on a 1961 T20 SL 

(Scrambler with Lights).  

 
We are indebted to Mike’s son Ciaran for these 

excellent photos. 

If you want to see it in action, take a look at this 

Youtube video - Triumph Tiger Cubs in Snowdonia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSQ0n3h4GGE     

 

  
 

TERRY CHALLINOR RIP 

So sad to hear of the passing of the Terry Challinor 

yesterday, aged 81 on 26th December. Terry raced 

for more 50 years on a variety of bikes, including 

Greeves, Dot, Sprite and Maico. He was a “star 

name” in the BBC’s Granstand series back in he 

1960s. In his sixties, he was breaking the hill class 

record at Redmarley in 2003 and in his seventies was 

still fierecly competetive at The Cholmondley 

Pageant of Power in 2015! (below) 

Rhayader’s Malcolm Bates, who knows a thing or 

two about off-road riders offered these powerful 

words, “Ace scrambler and sometime trials rider a 

great supporter of the Mid-Wales Centre……..Terry 

was the man to beat in Mid-Wales moto cross in the 

60s, 70s and 80s.” 

 
The Funeral Service is at St George's Church, 

Pontesbury on Friday, February 3, 2023 at 1pm 

followed by a private Family Committal. Family 

flowers only are requested, but donations will be 

divided between “The Hospice at Home” Team and 

“Shropdoc”. 

SECTION WEBSITE  
You can find almost everything you need to know 

about our section and its past, present and future 

activities on our website.  Why not take a look? 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ 

 

 
Updates and other stuff can be found on our 

Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire section. Feel 

free to post to it. If you post stuff on your own 

Facebook page, please remember to link it to ours. 

If you’re not sure how to do it - ask your grandkids! 

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSQ0n3h4GGE
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

