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SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS 2022

Well that’s it for another year. The sun shone, the
rain stayed away – well it did for most of the
people most of the time. Routes were followed
and medals were won. The bikes are back in their
sheds and the code boards have all been taken
down. The Herefordshire lanes are quiet for
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If we compare the 2022 results with those of 2021
(below), we can see, in 2022, a much lower drop-
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A summary set of results in PDF format has been
sent out with this newsletter. If you would like the
“full fat” version, with “who stopped where”, just
email us and we will send you the Excel file.
As you can see from the simple analysis, only 65
medals were won, more than half of them were
“Gold” and 21 of those came with a “Ragged
Edge” ribbon.
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Welcome to issue 3 of the event newsletter. It is sent only to
those who have previously entered, those who have expressed
an interest in entering and event supporters. If you wish to be
removed from the mailing list, please let me know.

out rate and a significant % increase in Gold
medals and Ragged Edge ribbons. Is it getting too
easy, or are our entrants getting better? It was
possible to collect 20 waypoints (Gold standard)
with a route of around 160 miles – slightly shorter
than previous years, but better planning, and the
absence of rain seem to have made the real
difference. Whilst we will continue to change the
route each year, we certainly have no plans to
make it harder.

Total Waypoints
visited
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another year and the organising team have
already started planning for the 7th edition on June
25th 2023.
93 machines were entered this year, including
seven 3-wheelers, but just 79 made it to the start.
This figure was around 10% down on 2021 when
102 entered and 89 started. Just 11% of the entry
failed to finish - a major improvement on previous
years. For 2023, we will be doing our utmost to
exceed 100 starters and with your continuing
support, we are confident we can reach that
target.

2% 13% 28%

"Ragged" Edge
Ribbons

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCES

Herefordshire on the Edge was never aimed
specifically at older (pre 1930) machines and in
the early years, very few entered, but in the last 2
years we have seen an increasing number take
the start and perform well. Section member Rob
Woodford (above) cruised round to a Gold medal
on his 1930 500cc CTT Triumph, arriving at the finish
shortly after it opened. Rob also qualified for a
“150” award (when the age of the rider and the
machine total 150 or more). Steve Sumner won a
“Ragged Edge” Bronze on his 1926 BSA.

from his Wolverhampton home and seemed to
have to push start it when it was cold.

Robin Mann, who gained a Bronze and a 150
award on his 1936 500cc Royal Enfield JM,
writes……. “‘Arry’ the Enfield leans casually
against the shed wall, proudly displaying the 150
year medal. The bike would stand more upright if
the 50% of its rear stand that is still, somewhere in
Herefordshire, was in Sussex along with the rest of
the bike.”

Terry Pickering visited 22 waypoints on his 1937
500cc Rudge Ulster (above) collecting a gold
medal and a 150 award as did Colin Durnall on his
“well-used” 1937 P&M Panther. As if that wasn’t
challenging enough, Colin rode the bike to and

THE CULT OF THE THIRD WHEEL
The three-wheeled contingent always impress and
this year was no exception.

Amazingly, all five sidecars including Rod and Lisa
Baraona’s 1960 Matchless G80 (above) with its
splendid
“homemade” chair, made
Gold
medal
standard
whilst
John Webb and
Elizabeth Watkinson
(1981
XS
650
Yamaha) (left) and
Brian and Janine
Robinson
(1951
650cc BSA Plunger
A10),
collected
“Ragged
Edge”
ribbons. Pete and
Jan Howells did the same in their Citroen powered
(is that the appropriate word?) Mithril Special.

MAXIMUM MEN
We should also acknowledge the achievement of
our “maximum” men, who despite being

discouraged by the Regs from doing so, visited all
32 points, picking up “Ragged” Golds along the
way. Let’s hear it for Rob Holliday (1996 Honda NX
650), Dean Holliday riding his Dad’s 1985 Honda
MTX 125 – the smallest bike to win a medal and
Mark Evans on his 73 year-old 500cc Norton model
18.

Old favourites, Shelderton, (R1) and the Clifford
Byway, (R24) retained their place on this year’s
schedule alongside two newcomers, R8, the
Purlieu and R13, the old Drovers road at Flanesford
farm near Kerne Bridge.

predictable

consequences.

VIRTUAL RIDE
Event regular, David Carroll, had to cancel his
entry just a few days before the big day. He
decided that he would do Herefordshire on the
Edge
2022
virtually, so he
set to with
Google maps street view to
visit each of his
twenty chosen
locations,
sending
us
pictures
as
“proof of passage”! So there you have it, no need
to wear the bike out, no need to get cold and wet
and no petrol bills. Quite Brilliant. We couldn’t resist
sending David a medal and two event stickers!

RAGGED EDGE ROADS

We are grateful to the Downton Estate for once
again allowing us to use the whole of their stone
track on R1 and to Nigel Roper of Flanesford Farm,
for allowing us access to R13. This track, no longer
marked on the Ordnance Survey maps, is the old
“Drovers” road to Hereford, so it was wonderful to
have access to it.
No dramas were reported on the bumpy bits this
time, although Bob Abberley got 2 punctures
when travelling down R1 to put up the
Codeboard! It is very important to us that these
roads can be ridden by mere mortals on road
going machinery of any era. We do want to
provide an additional challenge, but we don’t
want the event to become a Trail Ride.

NOT THAT SIMPLE
After 92 years of solitary confinement and just 8
miles into the event, the gear clusters in Andrew
Sumner’s 1930 500cc BSA Sloper “Dorothy”
decided to make a bid for freedom, with

As if this wasn’t bad enough it wasn’t Andy’s bike
– it was his Mother’s!
If there was a prize for bad luck, then it would
surely go to firsttimer
Nick
Barrow.
He
arrived at the
start with a
puncture in the
back wheel of
his
1972
Triumph Trophy,
whilst his riding
partner David
Price, broke down 2 miles before the start on Nick’s
250cc XT Yamaha. At least Nick was able to
recover the bikes easily, unlike Tim Burrett, who
had to leave his 1959 NSU Supermax in a bus
shelter in Craswall after running out of sparks. Clerk
of the Course, Roger Bibbings, collected the bike

the following morning and took it home, from
where Tim picked it up and rode it back home.

120 covered but I'll try again next year!“

Is it a scooter? Isn’t it a scooter? Is it a moped?

Many of you will remember Fred for his exploits on
his self-built electric Enfield – The Charging Bullet.
You can find more about this by following this link:http://charging-bullet.co.uk/
There was plenty of machinery vying for “The bike
the organiser’s would most like to take home”
prize, awarded to Terry Pickering’s 1937 Rudge
Ulster. Will Gallier’s 1933 Manx Norton International

THE MACHINES, THEIR RIDERS AND DRIVERS
Twenty four different marques entered this year, 41
were of British origin, 32 Japanese and 20
European. Honda, once again proved to be the
most popular marque with no less than 19
machines. Triumph was a distant second with 10. It
is wonderful to see such a wide range of machines
taking the line.
We were delighted to welcome back the
Lambrettas – seven of them this time, all gaining
silver medals. They vow to return and win Gold
medals in 2023. Interestingly they all tackled two of
the “Ragged” waypoints, proving that smaller
wheels are not such a handicap after all.

Perhaps the most important thing about Fred
Spaven’s 1972 SOLO Electra, is that it is electric
powered – a first for our event. Sadly as Fred tells
us, it didn’t end well …… “Unfortunately my little
'ped didn't do so well, I was about halfway from
Ross to Hay and the throttle sensor gave up the
ghost: the electronic equivalent of snapping the
cable. Nothing to be done at the side of the road
(and I couldn't find an electronics specialist open
in Walterstone on a Sunday morning) so I had no
choice but to collapse the little bike down to fit in
the boot of our car. Only 35 miles of the planned

caught the eye and Dave Wilson’s picture perfect
ex-National Motorcycle Museum BSA B31 was a
strong candidate too.

year, were #6 on the road from Suckley to
Storridge and #26 on the B4362, a couple of miles
west of Presteigne. 73% of the entry passed these
waypoints.
The least visited waypoint was
predictably and sadly #20, the infamous Olchon
Brook, tucked way up under a ridge of the Black
Mountains.

Newcomer, the old Market Hall at Grosmont
proved very popular. This is a beautiful part of the
county and will certainly be included in future
editions. Codeboard visibility was excellent this
year and apart from the location of R13, no
problems were reported. We understand what an
important issue this is and we will endeavour to
improve on these high standards in 2023. We
would also like to apologise for the confusion
caused by the re-numbering of the waypoints. The
law of unintended consequences really played a
role here, but you can be assured that this will not
happen again.

PLANNING & FOLLOWING YOUR ROUTE

Average age of the machines was 55 (i.e.
manufactured in 1967). The oldest was 96 and the
youngest 14 (NB - machines under 25 years of age are

not eligible for prizes and are only admitted if the entry
list is not full.)
Average machine capacity was 487cc, down on
the rather lumpen 533cc of 2021. Perhaps our
“smaller is better” message is being heard.
Average age of the riders was an “old enough to
know better” 62, with the oldest being 83 and the
youngest just 25.

WAYPOINTS
1224 waypoint visits were
recorded, almost as many as
2021, yet with 10% fewer
riders.
Many
of
these
Waypoints were carried over
from previous years and a
few, like Whitney Toll Bridge
have featured in every
edition of Herefordshire on
the Edge. The most visited this

The superb viewpoint at nearby Red Darren,
standing at almost 1000 ft. is the highest road point
in the County. The road to Olchon brook despite
being repaired just a couple of days after the
event is still challenging, but well worth the effort.
Shame on the 66 machines that didn’t make it.

Satnavs and phone based navigation systems are
clearly gaining in popularity and when used to the
full are extremely useful, but they still require
humans to programme them and they are not
without their own problems. One group set out
from the start and turned right to find that the
Satnav wanted them to turn left. Their clockwise
route had now become anti-clockwise! My top of
the range Garmin fails to acknowledge some of
the smaller tarmac roads and just displays a little
motorcyclist dangling in space!
OS 1:50,000 Landranger maps still have a role to
play and when used as a companion to a Satnav
provide the best solution. We saw plenty of
evidence of
this belt and
braces
approach.
By far the
most
popular way
to get round
is
stil
to
follow
someone
else who has done all the hard work!

WESTERN REGION ROAD TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Point punches and for keeping entrants fed and
watered.

The Western Region Road Trial Championship is
taking place this year and “Herefordshire on the
Edge 22” is a qualifying championship round. The
format will be the same as before, with points
awarded to entrants in each qualifying event. The
championship is organised over a range of classes
- Veteran, Vintage, Post-vintage, Post-war, Post
’60, post ’75 3 wheeler and Ladies.
The remaining qualifying events are:
July 9th
White Horse Trial (W Wilts)
July 9th
Flat-Tank Road Run
th
July 10
Cotswold Regularity Road Trial
August
Somerset Signpost Rally
August 13th
Cotswold Signpost Rally
September 16th – 18th
Vale of Glamorgan W/E
September 16th – 18th
Saundersfoot Weekend
September 25th
Levis Trial
There is no requirement to formally enter the
Championship. Entering any of the events
automatically enrols you.
If you would like more information on any events
in this excellent championship, contact Robert
Rendell by email at ear@globalnet.co.uk or phone
him on 01452 863470.

OUR ORGANISING TEAM

SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS
We would like to thank Lee motorcycles of
Ledbury, Brian Blandford Motorcycles, “Mitch” of
AH Mitchell and Davida Helmets for donating
prizes for the event. Their generosity and support is
greatly appreciated.
We are grateful to The Lion at Leintwardine, who
once again allowed us the exclusive use of their
“Top” bar and provided the excellent special
lunch and afternoon menus and to the Travellers
Rest for allowing us inside office space and the use
of their car park for the start and finish.
Thanks also to Café Hay and to Sally’s Place at
British Camp for providing homes for our Cardinal

Roger Bibbings and I would like to thank Sue
Pickering for taking on the mighty task of entries
manager and Sue and Tanya Jeyasingham for
running the start/finish at Leintwardine. Thanks also
to Richard Williiams and Tony Plumer for doing the
same at The Traveller’s Rest and to travelling
marshal Richard Caddick. Special thanks to
Grandson, Louis Macneil, for the “How to do it”
video at the start and to Maggie McGladdery, not
just for “voicing-over” the video in her best
“schoolmarm” voice but also for untold hours of
office work. Well done to Karl Mumford, who
printed the route cards and envelopes, to Terry
Pickering for providing the event keyrings, to Ray
Whittaker who designs the event stickers and last
but by no means least, our erstwhile Codeboard
putter-upperers and taker downerers, Bob Abberly
and Richard Hale. It’s true to say that without all of
you, the event could not take place.

THE ENTRANTS
The biggest thank you must go to you, our
entrants, who, along with your wonderful
machines have helped us to grow Herefordshire
on the Edge into an event of national significance.
With your continuing support, we are sure to
enhance its reputation.

the barbecue at the Pickerings. Well done to all of
you who contributed. If you haven’t made a
donation yet, it’s really easy, just follow this link
https://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/donate/

SECTION WEBSITE
The Herefordshire and Mid-Wales Section website
can be found by following the link below. There
are whole pages devoted to the history of
Herefordshire on the Edge including past results
and lots of pictures. You will be able to download
the Regulations and Entry Forms for 2023 as soon
as they are available.
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/
VMCC MEMBERSHIP
Herefordshire on the Edge, is organised by the
Herefordshire and Mid-Wales section of the VMCC
and would normally be limited to VMCC Members
only.
Non-members are
invited to take
part, in order to see
at first-hand what
the VMCC is all
about. If you are
not a member, we
hope
that
our
event has provided a good reason to join us. You
can do this on-line by following this link.
https://www.vmccshop.net/membership

ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE
Since the first event in
2016, entrants have
raised funds for our
wonderful Herefordshire
Charity
–
The
St
Michael’s Hospice.
This year we raised
£235.61 through the
collection boxes and

Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page – VMCC
Herefordshire & Mid-Wales section. Feel free to
post to it. If you post stuff on your own Facebook
page, please remember to link it to ours. If you’re
not sure how to do it - ask your grandkids!
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

