HEREFORDSHIRE & MID-WALES
SECTION NEWSLETTER

PAST EVENTS
Wednesday May 25th – Breakfast ride in - The Nest,
Hereford Rd, Ledbury.
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Editor Geoff McGladdery
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Thursday June 16th – Clyro - "Trail ride 4”
Bright sunshine, dry tracks and good company. What
was there not to like about the fourth trail ride of the
year? Sadly, Terry Gibson didn’t get to enjoy the
whole day as the inlet manifold on his Sprite decided
to part company with the engine and he was forced
to return to Clyro. Mark Evans looked the part
crossing Hindwell Brook near Knill on his Yamaha
Serow

MISSING NEWSLETTERS AND JOURNALS
Apologies for the long gap between issues. A busy
riding schedule and Herefordshire on the Edge 2022
(see report later) consumed all my spare time. On the
positive side, as so much has happened in the last 6
weeks, this will probably be the largest ever issue.
The Club’s excellent “Journal” or “Vintage & Classic
Motor Cycle” to use its Sunday-best name is also
subject to disruption. It would seem that there will be
no printed copies - delivered to your door – for July
and August, but there will be an electronic version
emailed to those members who are “on-line”
(estimated at 80%). The first of these, was published
recently and at 28 pages compared to the normal
76 could best be described as “underwhelming”.
Several section members have voiced their concerns
to me and I have passed those on to the Board.
Despite suggestions that this absence is due to the
need to give volunteers a summer break, it is clear
that cost is the major driver. According to the club’s
accounts - https://vmcc.net/Financial - Journal costs
for the first 6 months of the financial year (up to the
end of March 2022) were already £29,715 (30%) over
budget. It wouldn’t be unreasonable to assume that
this cost overrun will, at best, continue, or more likely,
worsen. The position hasn’t been helped by an
apparently ambitious budget which planned for
Journal costs to be 5% lower than the previous year.
The Club’s “Management Team” faces an uphill
struggle to reduce costs and increase advertsing
income. We wish them every success, but if they are
not able to get much closer to the budget figures,
perhaps we can expect to see printed copies of
“Vintage & Classic Motor Cycle” less frequently.

Rain kept the numbers down, but there were plenty
listening to Roger Bibbings explain why LE Velocettes
are the best bikes in the whole world!

Terry Gibson’s beautifully restored 1973 250 XL Honda
stands alongside Geoff McGladdery’s garish 1991
KLE Kawasaki. Do we think trail bike design might
have gone backwards in the intervening 28 years?

The route was planned to be 60 miles, but the call of
the excellent “Cattle Shed” café was too much for
the group and after a lazy hour drinking coffee and
eating cake, our brave boys returned to Clyro by
road!

Thursday June 16th - Club night Barbecue at Sue and
Terry Pickering’s house.

Sunday June 19th - The Banbury run.
The British Motor Museum, Gaydon.

A huge success! An excellent turnout and lots of
splendid machines. The barbecue was very popular
and a good time was had by all. Chris Lawton-Smith’s
new Brough was duly admired, but star of the show
had to be Martin Lyall and his Norman "Nippy", who
left to rousing applause.

Despite the disappointingly low entry, Banbury was
still a sublime celebration of our early motorcycle
history. Thank you to all who brought their machines
and created such a spectacle. Thank you for
preserving them, for restoring them, for loving them
and particularly for riding them. Thanks also to the
army of volunteers and marshals in the organising
team – without you this would just not be possible.
There is some confusion over the actual entry, with
the club’s own website claiming an entry of over 400
on the same page as this very watchable YouTube
video clearly showing the last bike away as 397!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wY8luRG7cz4
&t=4700s
Great to see section members. Gareth Jones, Gary
Jones, Rob Woodford, Mick Smith and David Payne
taking an active part.

Thanks to Terry and Sue for their generous hospitality
and to all those who donated to the collection for
the St Michael's Hospice.

Rob was kind enough to lend bikes to Gary and
Gareth, who thoroughly enjoyed their first ever
Banbury.

Mick Smith’s first Banbury was not wihout drama. His
350 Peugeot displayed “prima donna” tendencies at
the start and missed a gear climbing Sunrising Hill, but
they both made it to the finish without further drama.

David Payne, riding his stunning 1912 499cc Triumph
had the best day of all our Section’s members,
picking up the prestigious Feridax trophy, which
according to the Banbury Run regulations is
“Awarded to the entrant of the machine that in the
opinion of the judges is in the best condition having

special regard to the original specification and to
any
accessories
fitted.
This
won’t
come as a surprise to
anyone who has ever
taken a close look at
any
of
David’s
superbly presented
machines. At the
Banbury Run in 2015,
the
Triumph
was
awarded The Harold
Scott Trophy, another
prestigious concourse award for solo machines.

conference room…… turns out I had won the Feridax
Trophy…..”

If you’ve never been to Banbury, put it in your diary
for 2023 and go along to watch. Better still get your
hands on a bike so that you can participate in this
wonderful if slightly bonkers celebration of the early
years of motorcycling.

Only David – modest as ever - seemed surprised at
his success…. “The bike ran really well and I had a
lovely trouble free ride, especially enjoying the dry
cooler weather. After a bite to eat and a look round
the autojumble and …. meeting up with old
acquaintances, Martin and I walked back to the bike
to put it in the trailer but to our surprise we found it
adorned with a winner’s rosette. This meant that we
stayed on and went to the presentations in the

Sunday June 19th 10:00 - Cob House Wichenford, Worcestershire Section Open Day.

Despite clashing with Fathers’ day and Banbury, the
open day attracted well over a hundred visitors and
some excellent machines. This event is a great way
to recruit new members and the Worcestershire
section should be commended for hosting it.
Wednesday June 22nd - Breakfast meet - The New
Strand - Eardisley,
Excellent food, an interesting venue and some good
weather proved irresistible and a decent crowd
turned out. Mike Smith’s 1930 Peugeot continued its
prima donna tendencies by refusing to start, but
showing the wire brush to the plug soon saw it running
again.

Paul Farley’s beautiful 1937
brightened everyone’s day.

Triumph

Tiger

80

500 machines took the start line on the Lakeside at
Llandrindod Wells including section member Chris
Richards on his recently restored 175cc SWM.

Thursday and Friday June 23rd & 24th – The Welsh 2day Enduro – Lakeside, Llandrindod Wells

Wednesday June 22nd - Brightwell’s Classic Car &
Motorcycle Auction - Easters Court, Leominster, HR6
0DE.
Four 3-wheelers and six 2-wheelers were well hidden
amongst the car lots in this mixed “on-line” auction.
This handsome 1925 492cc side-valve Sunbeam
Model 3 made a strong £9,781 despite missing its fully
enclosed chaincase.

If you feel the need for a third wheel, then this highly
original Jap-engined 1100cc 1929 Morgan Super
Aero should float your boat. At £34,320, it went for all
its money. “What recession – Ed”

Known in its early years as the “Welsh 2 day Trial”, this
is without doubt the most famous Welsh motorcycling
event. Past winners include Johnny Brittain, Gordon
Jackson, Johnny Giles, Mick Wilkinson, Andy
Roberton, Dai Jeremiah, the incomparable Geraint
Jones, Arthur Browning, both Edmondson brothers
and David Knight – all giants of the off-road world.

Running in the “Classic Clubman” class (for air
cooled twin-shock machines with drum brakes). Chris
stayed on-time on day 1 and dropped a little over 20
minutes on Day 2, to claim a well-deserved finishers
award. A great achievement as the route covered
140 miles a day, most of it off-road - and Chris hadn’t
ridden in anger for almost 40 years!

Saturday June 25th - Builth Wells - The Castles run.
Intended as a companion event for Herefordshire on
the Edge 2022, this 100 mile ride attracted a small but
enthusiastic crew. Run leader Rob Woodford would
like to apologise for his impeccable planning which
saw each stop coincide with the heavy rain!

Great to see some good solid mid-century British
classics out on the road.
Sunday June 26th HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE EDGE
2022 – the 6th edition
Well that’s it for another year! The sun shone, the rain
stayed away – well it did for most of the people most
of the time. Routes were followed and medals were
won. The bikes are back in their sheds, the code
boards have all been taken down, thank you letters
have been sent and the Herefordshire lanes are quiet
for another year. The organising team are already
planning for the 7th edition on June 25th 2023, when
we hope to attract more than 120 entries.
THE ENTRY
93 machines were entered this year, including seven
3-wheelers, but just 79 made it to the start. This figure
was around 10% down on 2021 when 102 entered
and 89 started. Just 11% of the entry failed to finish a major improvement on previous years.
AWARDS
As you can see from the simple analysis, only 65
medals were won, more than half of them were
“Gold”. Twenty one medals were awarded with a
coveted “Ragged Edge” ribbon.

Herefordshire on the Edge was never targeted at
older (pre 1930) machines and in the early years, very
few entered, but in the last 2 years we have seen an
increasing number take the start and perform well.
Section member Rob Woodford cruised round to a
Gold medal on his
1930 CTT Triumph,
also qualifying for a
“150” award (when
the age of the rider
and the machine
total 150 or more).
Terry Pickering and
his
1937
500cc

Rudge Ulster also took
the Gold + 150 double
whilst Steve Sumner on
his 1926 BSA (seen
below
on
the
unsurfaced
Clifford
Byway)
added
a
“Ragged Edge” Bronze
to his 150 medal.

VARIETY
One of the joys of Herefordshire on the Edge is the
huge variety of the entries and 2022 was no
exception. Twenty four different marques entered
this year, 41 were of British origin, 32 Japanese and 20
European. Honda, once again proved to be the
most popular marque with no less than 19 machines.
Triumph was a distant second with 10.

Since the first event in 2016,
entrants have raised funds
for
our
wonderful
Herefordshire Charity – St
Michael’s Hospice.
This year we raised £235.61
through the collection boxes
and the barbecue at the
Pickerings. Well done to all of
you who contributed. If you haven’t made a
donation yet, it’s really easy, just follow this link
https://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/donate/
If
you’ve
never
entered this unique
event or you’re a
regular, we look
forward to seeing
you on Sunday June
25th 2023 – Make a
note in your diary.

Sunday July 19th- How many bridges?

This full day's ride, through the South of Herefordshire
and following the Wye into Gloucestershire is always
well supported, even though (or because?) it is one
of the longest of the year. A good time was had by
all even though there was no ice-cream!!!

Wednesday July 13th H&H On-line Auction
A couple of intriguing three-wheelers were tucked in
amongst the cars.

Can you find anything not to like about this fabulous
1957 Messerschmitt KR200 Cabriolet? …….er…..the
guide price? Set at a heady £24K - £26K, it proved
out of reach even for the top bidder, who slammed
on the brakes at £19,000. These German gems are so
rare, so iconic and – dare I say it – “so beautiful”, that
it wouldn’t surprise me if a deal close to the lower
estimate is finally agreed.
For just £3304, you could have bought this slightly less
than fabulous 250 Villiers twin powered 1963 Bond
MkG Saloon. Not sure why you’d want to!

EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO
THIS WEEKEND! Saturday & Sunday, July 16th & 17th –

Festival of 1000 bikes – Mallory Park, Kirkby
Mallory LE9 7QE.

Section member and “Poster Boy” John Macklin and
his splendid Douglas take pride of place on the Flyer
for the VMCC’s hugely popular 2 day festival – an
event not to be missed. The circuit is busy for most of
each
day,
with
Saturday’s
focus
mainly on road bikes
of all eras and I do
mean all eras.
The Sunday is
given over to racing
machinery. Expect
to see stars like 7
times
World
Champion Phil Read
MBE and Michael
Dunlop – the first
rider to lap the TT
course in under 17
minutes.

our own section’s stand, an autojumble, trade
stands, plus food and music.
If you’re planning on going to the festival, we are still
looking for volunteers to help to man our stand over
the weekend. If you would like to help out , even if it
is just for an hour or so, call Bob Abberley on 07850
270677.
Wednesday July 20th - H&H 11:00 a.m. - Auction of
Motorcycles and Scooters- National Motorcycle
Museum, Coventry Rd, Bickenhill, Solihull, B92 0EJ.
The auction is split into two parts, with the scooters
starting at 11:00 a.m. and the motorcycles at 1:00
p.m. Viewing is from 9:00 on sale day.

You’ll also find a range of iconic race bikes paraded
on track. These include an ex-Jean Michel Bayle
factory Aprilia 250: ex-Graham Wood Barton Phoenix
square 4, a Honda RC163 replica: the ex-Tom Herron
Yamaha TZ350 and Suzuki RG500; Kenny Roberts
Junior’s 500 GP machine; a display of 12 RC45
Hondas; the ex-Randy Mamola Ducati; 1969 Paton
GP Twin; early 1970s MV Agustas and Manx Nortons
from the 1960s.

In addition there are lots of static displays, including

With more than 30 machines listed, this is probably
the largest scooter auction seen in the UK. There is a
fantastic selection of early Lambrettas, with a few
rarities like this immaculately restored1956 Lambretta
FD150 Mk 3 commercial vehicle.
If you are looking for rarities in the motorcycle
catalogue, then look no further than this Alan
Millyard built 1976 850cc Kawasaki KH 500 "KH Five".
One of only 3 built and the only one remaining in the
UK. Superbly constructed from two KH 500 models,
this is Millyard at his eccentric and brilliant best.
Always trying to use as many original parts as
possible, his specials give the impression that the
OEM may have built it themselves. You’ll need deep
pockets to own this work of genius – it is guided
between £40k and £80k. Much as I admire his work in
general and this one in particular I’ll stick my neck out
here and say that it won’t make the bottom
estimate.
(

See “Things you wish you’d never said” below – Ed)
THE BEST THIS YEAR?
A “Marmite” motor cycle if ever there was one, the
styling of the Suzuki Katana has always divided
opinion. Perhaps time has been kind to the design,
but for me, this 1982 GSX1100 is one of the best
Japanese machines to be offered for sale this year.
Immaculately and painstakingly restored by the late
John Martin, the proceeds from the sale of this very
special motor cycle will go to the MS Society UK.

You can find the full story of this Katana and details
of all the other machines in the auction on the H&H
website. https://www.handh.co.uk/auction

Thursday July 21st from 7:00 p.m. Our Annual Bike
show- The Moon Mordiford. HR1 4LW 19:00

Our best attended event of the year. Come on your
favourite bike, bring a trailer full of bikes, or just come
along to see the show. No entry forms, no admission
charges, no entry fees, no fuss and no restrictions as
to what you can or can’t bring. Plenty of prizes,
Barbecue and outdoor bar and you’re guaranteed
to see some great machinery.
If you require more information about the show,
Please call David Brand on 07870 633064
Saturday July 23rd 10:00 for 10:30 - Trail ride 5 - Ludlow
and Church Stretton. Start and finish at the car park
behind “Taste & Eat”, Corvedale Rd, Craven Arms.
SY7 9NE - 52.4408580. -2.8342554
A 52 mile ride on terrain suitable for beginners. If you
intend to come on this ride, you must contact run
leader Mark Evans on 07791 241641 or by email at
mark1ducati@yahoo.co.uk Please remember that
the run is restricted to VMCC members who must be
riding machines which are at least 25 years old.

Tuesday August 9th - 11:00
Brunch ride-in - Red
Kite Café, Ponterwyd. SY23 3AB (East of Aberystwyth
on A44)
Just meet up for breakfast, no organised ride.
Choose your own route there and back, ride (or
drive) what you fancy and feel free to bring a friends.
Please note, the café is temporarily closed due to
staff shortages. If necessary we will use our Facebook
page and our website to confirm a new venue when
we have more information.

LOCAL PAINTERS
It’s good to be able to report another positive
experience with a local painter.

Wednesday July 27th 10:00 onwards - Breakfast
meet - Sally's Place, British Camp, Upper Colwall,
Malvern. WR13 6DW
Just meet up for breakfast, no organised ride.
Choose your own route there and back, ride (or
drive) what you fancy and feel free to bring a friend.
Sunday July 31st - Travellers Rest, Ledbury Rd, Rosson-Wye HR9 7QJ - 10:00 for 10:30 start - Forest of Dean
ride.
A ride of approximately 70 miles, Lunch at The Rising
Sun at Moseley Green. For more details, contact Mike
Bertenshaw 07831 774660
Thursday August 4th 19:30 - Club night West - The
Greyhound Hotel, 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR.
All existing and intending members are welcome. A
good chance to get together and chat. The
Greyhound has a decent menu and many members
choose to eat there.
Sunday August 7th Ride to Trimpley Vintage Rally –
Please note that this run is cancelled

David Payne rode his very pretty 1972 Candy Gold
Honda CB350 to May’s club night at the Moon,
where it was admired (drooled over) by everyone
who looked at it. A US import, bought from a Pugh’s
auction, the bike was in poor cosmetic condition
when David acquired it.

The paintwork was faded and the tank dented. He
took the parts to The Plastics Surgery in Hanley Swan,
(https://www.plastics-surgery.com/ ) and asked for a
quotation. Despite experiencing problems with an
old tank liner, which unexpectedly required several
iterations of their normal process, Plastics Surgery
stuck to their quotation and delivered these superbly
finished parts to a very happy David.
We would be pleased to hear from any readers who
have had parts painted in our area.

THINGS YOU WISH YOU’D NEVER SAID!
I was smugly certain, as I wrote it, that Bown was the
only Welsh Motorcycle manufacturer, until John
Sharman, gently and politely pointed out that there
were at least 4 others – HJH, based in Neath,
Wrexham’s Powell, MUERIG, from Aberearon and St
Peter (location unknown). Having wiped the egg
from my face, I thought I should set about finding out
as much as I could about Wales’ finest, starting, in our
next issue with HJH.

a hope-filled letter to a well-known sponsor for a ride
on his 125 Bultaco (which achieved a reply, but nowt
else), I had to wait until I was in my early twenties
before I could seriously contemplate having a proper
go.
TWIN SET AND PEARLS
I knew I was fast on the road because very little ever
overtook me. But I probably hadn’t taken into
account that quite a few cars at that time were
undoubtedly still powered by side-valve engines,
driven by gentlemen in trilby hats or ladies in twin sets
and pearls, and capable of 45mph flat out.
I GOT THE GIG
An advert appeared in MCN inviting applications to
join a team and race a Read Titan Honda 350. The
team was based in a lock-up garage not far from
where I lived, and comprised a pasta chef who had
the unfortunate habit of dropping large bowls of
spaghetti on his foot, endowing him with an
intermittent limp, and a spliff-smoking individual of
indeterminate profession who had a sideline robbing
tobacconists’ shops. The chef raced a 500 Vincent
and the thief a 650 BSA. They wanted a third team
member to ride the Honda and share the expenses
of the team. Being the only applicant, I got the gig!
STRONGER THAN A RICH TEA BISCUIT
The Honda was a dog. It ran, but had ape-hanger
handlebars. It was filthy, and weighed a ton. I set
about turning it into a racer.

HOW NOT TO GO RACING – by Mick White
I always wanted to race a motorbike. Nowadays
you have to start at 3 years of age, have rich parents
and go to live in Spain, but back then you started
when you could afford it (or in my case, just before
you could afford it). Apart from a couple of illicit
teenage forays on my road bike at the former Prees
Heath airfield circuit when no-one was around, and

I took the alloy head off and found that the camshaft
bearings were turning in their housings, there being,
by design no bushes, and the cams were the wrong

way round. The fins had the same gauge and
strength as a Rich Tea biscuit. I was no engineer but
even I could see that the bad outweighed the good.
Nevertheless, with a bit of help it all eventually came
together and the motor revved to a giddy 11,000
rpm, about twice what I was used to on some of the
Brit shonkers I had owned in the past.
EXCEEDING THE SPEED LIMIT
Team transport comprised the chef’s Morris Minor
and a trailer which was basically the back-end of a
Mini pick-up. The trailer was probably the best thing
in the whole Equipe.

My first race was a Bemsee meeting at Thruxton. On
the way the chef managed to get stopped for
exceeding the speed limit, which was quite an
achievement given that his car and the trailer had a
top speed of 55mph. The Honda wasn’t easy to start
and as a result I only managed 3 laps of practice.
The chef advised me to “let ‘em all go” in the race
but I was bent on victory, even if I still hadn’t much of
a clue which way the track went. The flag dropped
and I managed to fire the bike up and get away
stone last. Two Ted Broad Yamahas zoomed past
after a few laps, one either side. Followed by the rest
of the field. Mercifully, the bike refused to start for the
second race.
A couple of weekends later the chef also

achieved a solid last place at Brands Hatch and the
thief did little better. At least our abilities were at a
similar level.
DROPPED IT IN THE PADOCK
My next meeting was a twisty sprint at Curborough,
run by the Vincent Owners’ Club. By masquerading
as the chef, who was a club member, I gained an
entry. I revved the engine to somewhat in excess of
11 on the first pass and was placed 12th in the 500cc
class, in a field of 25. I was pumped up for a good
result at my next go. The thief, who was acting as my
crew chief but had busied himself instead by
downing several tinnies of Carlsberg, dropped the
bike in the paddock while bump-starting it, bent or
broke several quite important bits (including some on
his personage), and that was that.
My entry at an imminent Bemsee meeting at
the Crystal Palace (the last one ever held there) had
to be scratched because the bike (and probably
thief) were still hors de combat. No doubt a blessing,
given the stacked railway sleepers, Armco and trees
bordering some of the corners at the Palace, and the
general ineptitude of me and my accomplices.
The season ended, the equipe ran out of
money and disbanded. The Honda was sold for
twenty quid.
BURNING AMBULANCE

decommissioned Bedford ambulance as race
transport, to which was fitted a VX4/90 twin carb
engine that went like stink.
And so it was that after every race meeting, I left in
an ambulance. Until it caught fire, but that’s another
story.
Mick White

GAZEBO
The club now has a splendid new top quality gazebo
which will see its first use at the Festival of 1,000 bikes
and our Bike Show. It cost £815, but due to the
generosity of a number of donors, all of whom wish
to remain anonymous, we have already raised £665.
It would be great if we could raise another £150. If
you would like to make a donation, no matter how
small, just contact Geoff McGladdery on 07588
559698 or by email herefordVMCC@outlook.com

AT LAST – THE NEW GOLD STAR

The new BSA 650 Gold star is here at last. To find
out more, visit their website.
https://www.bsacompany.co.uk/bsa-gold-star/

FOR SALE

Two-score years passed before I had the time and
money to go racing again, with increased wisdom
and slightly less incompetence. I ended up with a

“My Honda185 XL has now been carefully rebuilt
(rebore, new piston/rings, repaired cam/bearings,
valves etc.) by Mitch. It is big fun to ride off-road but
not quite versatile enough as a longer distance onroad machine as well. Would be keen for a swop for
a suitable Serow or equivalent - or sell circa £2,200”

Tel Roger Bibbings, 01684 540249 or Email him
rogerbibbings@gmail.com

SECTION WEBSITE
You can find almost everything you need to know
about our section and its past, present and future
activities on our website. Why not take a look?
BIKE OF THE MONTH FINDER – Webmaster Graham
Walsh stood in for May with pictures of his superb
Moto Guzi Aerone, but we still need a volunteer to
find suitable bikes to post to the website’s “Bike of
the Month” page. There are no qualifications, you
simply need an eye for interesting machinery of any
era and a network of friends who can help you to
track down the right pictures. Don’t worry about
posting to the site, our webmaster will take care of all
of that for you. If we can’t find a volunteer, we will
have to abandon this excellent idea.
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

Updates and other stuff can be found on our
Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire section. Feel
free to post to it. If you post stuff on your own
Facebook page, please remember to link it to ours. If
you’re not sure how to do it - ask your grandkids!
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

