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PAST EVENTS 
Wednesday 27th Oct – H&H Motor Cycle Auction – 

National Motorcycle Museum. 

Top price of the day was the £224.200 paid for this 

very shiny and very correct 1938 Brough Superior 

SS100. It might even be something of a bargain when 

compared to a similar 1936 version, which sold at 

Bonham’s in December 2020 for £283,200.  

 
Both of these prices look like pocket money when set 

alongside the £425,500 paid for a “Project” SS100, 

ridden by F.P “Gentleman” Dixon in the Brough team 

alongside George Brough and Eddy Meyer at 

the1930 ISDT in Switzerland! 

 

This “project”, sold by H&H in March 2019 remains the 

world record for a Brough.  

If you think there couldn’t be a more newsworthy 

story than the Brough, then think again! How about 

this “Barn find" 1964 Lambretta GT200 which made a 

mere £23,600!!!!!!!!!! Yes that's twenty three thousand 

six hundred pounds. (Even saying it very slowly 

doesn't make it sound any cheaper) 

 
For the same money you could have gone home 

with a Mike Hailwood Replica Ducati plus this superb 

JAP engined1934 Cotton and still had enough 

change to buy a good meal for 2. 

 
Returning to the real world, there was a cluster of top 

quality Japanese machines from the mid-seventies In 

this excellent “something for everyone” catalogue. 

Perhaps the pick of the bunch was an 

immaculate 1975 GT 750 Suzuki “Kettle” bought 

for a reasonable £8,260. A little bird tells me that this 

beauty might have found its way back to Hereford. 

 
The prices quoted include the hammer price, buyer’s 

commission and the VAT payable on that 

commission. 

You can find the full results at the H&H website 

https://www.handh.co.uk/auction-results/  

Thursday 28th Oct – Brightwell’s Classic on-line car 

and motor cycle auction. 

The 1932 BSA 3-wheeler, reviewed in issue 64, sold for 

a very disappointing £6,720 – disappointing that is for 

the vendor, but its new owner must be truly delighted 

to have acquired such a rare and beautiful piece of 

machinery for such a low price. The 1960 James SC4 

scooter also failed to excite the buyers and 

apparently changed hands for an underwhelming 

£1,717. The 1968 D14 Bantam Sports faired a little 

better, making £1,830, about par for a Bantam in 

average condition being offered without 

documents.  

 
An honest looking 1965 BMW R50 made a strong 

£6,349, a high price for this model in this condition.  

mailto:herefordVMCC@outlook.com
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In sharp contrast, a 1976 R60/5 in a broadly similar 

condition and with the benefit of Krauser panniers 

made just £1,963.  

The 1921 BSA model “K” flat tanker, cost its new 

owner £5,034. Whilst it had some issues, it seemed 

largely correct and complete. A modest investment 

for any Banbury bike. 

 
You can find the full results on Brightwell’s website 

https://www.brightwells.com/classic-motoring/past-

results/classic-vintage-past-results/  

 

Wednesday Oct 27th - Breakfast meet - The Lion, 

Leintwardine.   

Great venue, good food, good company and 

wonderful bikes for this last ride-in of the year. 

 

It was great to see some pre-1930 machines 

alongside the Douglas, the Enfield, the Moto Guzzis 

and the Laverda.  

Man of the day award (not that we have one) has to 

go to Steve Sumner for making the10 mile round trip 

from Wigmore on “Mr Wheezy” otherwise known as 

“25cc of Cyclemaster mayhem.”  

 
 

Thursday Nov 11th - Trail ride. Clyro - Mud is good! 

Another excellent turnout and, thanks to Paul Farley, 

another excellent route.  

 
Geoff Brown and Geoff McGladdery both managed 

to drown their engines at the Ford at Park Style Mill 

https://www.brightwells.com/classic-motoring/past-results/classic-vintage-past-results/
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and after drying out their ignitions both opted for 

early retirement with oil tanks brimming with 

mayonnaise instead of oil! 

 
Chris Richards brought his SCS – a Sachs engined 

special built into a Cheney frame by the late Ivor 

Smart and used in the 1975 ISDT in the Isle of Man. 

 

Chris has a small collection of ‘70s Sachs engined 

specials, including an early Penton a Hercules and a 

Regit. (I’ve never heard of one either… Ed) 

 
John Roach rode the 350cc Moto-Morini Kanguro, on 

which he completed the Trans-America Trail in 2018. 

It seemed as comfortable in the Welsh mud as it did 

in the dry deserts and the Rockies. 

These trail rides are providing a unique opportunity 

for members to bring out some wonderful old and 

unusual machinery. Once again we had a couple of 

Tiger Cubs, which always look pleasant rides on the 

local trails. We are used to seeing Pete Howells on his 

MZ lawn mower special, but we had another MZ 

special on this ride, this one belonging to Dougie 

Sherbourne. Sensibly modified for green-laning, it 

proved to be a great tool for the job. 

Paul Farley is planning another trail ride in December 

in the Abergavenny/ Raglan area. We will circulate 

details as soon as we have them. 

Sunday Nov 14th - Autumn Lunch Run - Tenbury to the 

Bell at Pensax. 

 
A dry, but cool day saw a good turnout for the last 

group road ride of the season. Many thanks to Mick 

and Rose Smith for stepping in to lead the trip at the 

last moment. 



FUTURE EVENTS 
Thursday Nov 18th at 19:30 - Section AGM (Annual 

General Meeting) and election of officers. The Moon 
Mordiford. HR1 4LW – Current VMCC members only.  

The meeting will follow its usual format, with a 

Chairman’s report, including a financial report, 

followed by an open discussion and the election of 

officers for 2022. Please note that there is no meeting 

report for 2020, as there was no meeting. 

Please come along and express your opinions. It is 

your section, let us know what you want from it. We 

are looking for volunteers to help make next year 

even better. Following the success of last year’s 

incentive, we will once again be offering subsidised 

Fish and Chips for VMCC members and partners at 

£5.00 per head! VMCC membership cards must be 

shown to speak at the meeting and to qualify for the 

subsidised price.  

The Chairman’s report, the financial statement and 

any significant outcomes from the meeting will be 

posted to the Members’ section of our website by 

Friday Nov19th. 

 

Friday & Saturday Nov 19th and 20th – 2 day auction 

of motorcycle memorabilia, petroliana, spares and 

motorcycles – HJ Pugh Hazle Meadows, Ledbury, HR8 

2LP.  

The headline machine has to be the 1955 Vincent 

Rapide. Rare to see a Vincent twin at a Pugh’s 

auction and perhaps a sign of their growing stature 

in the Classic bike world. 

 

Vincent buyers are notoriously “picky” and it will be 

interesting to see what they make of this one. It has 

been pragmatically modified for regular use with a 

Givi top box, front screen twin discs and an electric 

starter. If these “crimes” weren’t enough to stop it 

making £30,000+ then perhaps it could be that it 

started life as a Black Prince, but now has a Rapide 

motor.  Vincent 

“Vee” twin prices 

have varied widely 

over the last 18 

months and then this 

one is very difficult to 

value. This could be 

a cheap way to own 

one of these iconic 

machines.  

If you want to be 

best friends with 

Wigmore’s “Mr 

Wheezy” (see 

breakfast meet 

above) this 32cc 

Cyclemaster, fitted to a Gents Hercules bicycle 

might do the trick.  

 
If all this 20 mph stuff is a bit tame and you’re looking 

for something a little wilder then what about this 

rare1983 Suzuki XN85D Turbo?  

 
 Strangely, the handling made a bigger impression 

on the road testers than the Turbo. With a 16” front 

wheel and Suzuki’s “Full floater” rear suspension, it 

could wear out the footrest rubbers quicker than 

most of the competition. In this brief period when 

every Japanese manufacturer had to have a Turbo 

in its catalogue, only 1400 or so XN85Ds were ever 

made. This example looks in good condition, has 

allegedly covered only 235 miles from new and 

comes with 4 months MOT. Just like London buses, the 

auction features two survivors from this short lived 

Turbo era - lot 610 is a 1982 Yamaha XJ650 Turbo. It 

too is in good condition and comes with 4 months 

MOT. It put out 10% more horse power than the 

Suzuki, but was kinder to the footrest rubbers! 

I was 16 in 1965 when this Honda CB92 was sold in the 

UK. It was the bike of my schoolboy dreams. 

 



With its unapologetic sporting styling, narrow bars 

and “racing” seat it offered no concession to 

comfort. The CB92 looked fast even when it was 

standing still. This jewel of a twin could make an 

unheard of 10,500 rpm with a sound to 

match……………I’d better stop now before I get 

carried away! The sad truth of this schoolboy fantasy 

was that my everyday ride was my mother’s Triumph 

Tina! 

You will find the full catalogue for the 2-day auction 

on Pugh’s website.  

http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html 

 

Saturday Dec 4th – Thursday December 9th - 

Brightwells Timed Classic Car & Motorcycle Auction  

There is just a small catalogue at the moment, which 

includes the 1950 “Plunger” Norton ES2, which failed 

to meet its reserve at the October auction. The 

reserve has been lowered and, at a more realistic 

estimate of £4,500 - £5,000 should get away this time 

around. 

 
The strange rear mudguard extension/valence 

makes a lot of sense, particularly if you carry a pillion 

regularly. For those with more purist tendencies, it 

should be easy to remove. 

You can find the catalogue on Brightwell’s website 

https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/ind

ex/5216  

Boxing Day, Sunday December 26th. – The 6th Brass 

Monkey Ride – The Moon at Mordiford - HR1 4LW – 

11:00 a.m. start. 

Get your plans made early, before you get press-

ganged into a trip to the January Sales. 

Feel free to bring a friend to this, our best attended 

ride of the year. There will be the usual sticker for all 

starters. 

 
Although technically a couple of days late in 2020, it 

will be good to see the 3 wise men again. 

 
 

UNDER £1000 
Another in our series which finds useable bikes, ready to 

ride away, with current V5Cs and  MOTs (where required) 

for less than £1,000 and all VMCC eligible (made before 

Jan 1st 1996). 

Two eminently useable middleweights in this issue, 

both from 1994 and both advertised on Facebook 

Market place. For the first time, we have unearthed 

an example of BMW’s very popular F650 model. It’s 

done a few miles, but still looks clean and tidy and 

with 8 months MOT, a top box, a bike cover and a 

disc lock it looks like a real bargain at £895. 

 
Another newcomer to the column, this Kawasaki GPZ 

500S comes with 12 months MOT and has (allegedly) 

covered just 9,477 miles. The vendor tells us that 

everything is working and that it has an aftermarket 

“Laser” exhaust. It could be yours for no more than 

£800. 

  
Don’t forget that these are the asking prices, and 

that some modest negotiation may be possible 
NB - Prices are the advertised asking prices or actual 

selling prices and are correct at the time of writing. We 

have not verified any of the details vendors have used in 

their advertising – that must be your responsibility. 

http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html
https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/index/5216
https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/index/5216


CHAZ DAVIES – LOCAL HERO 
It does look like Knighton born Chaz Davies’ last race 

will be at the Final World Superbike round at 

Mandalika International Street Circuit, Indonesia on 

November 21st. All the rumours of rides for 2022 have 

come to nothing and it seems he will be hanging up 

his race leathers for good.  

I was lucky enough to be at the rain-sodden 

Nurburgring round in 2011 and saw Chaz outclass the 

World Supersport field. He won 4 more rounds that 

year and went on to become the World Supersport 

Champion. 

 
Thanks for the memories Chaz. 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2022 
The latest version of the calendar will be mailed 

along with this newsletter. It is the most ambitious and 

the most comprehensive yet. We hope there is 

something for everyone to enjoy. 

 

ETHANOL AND E5 FUEL - AVAILABILITY 
Thanks to those of you who have contributed to this 

updated list of E5 (97/98 octane) fuel availability in 

our area. (Issue 3)  

 
The list represents the “best endeavours” of section 

members. It is far from complete and may not be 

accurate or up to date. Please check through it and 

let us know if  you think there are errors. Most 

important of all, please make your own contribution 

to the list. It will become a permanent resource on 

our website. It seems a bit light in South Herefordshire 

and North Glos. areas. Can you help? 

ASDA, TESCO AND SAINSBURY’S 

Asda has announced that E5 will not be available at 

any of its 320 forecourts across the UK. Sainsbury’s 

claim that E5 will be available at “the vast majority” 

of its outlets and Tesco advises that E5 will be 

available at 90% of its stations. 

SHELL FUELS 

Shell issued this statement on Sep 1st . “From today, 

Shell V-Power will be the company's "protection 

grade" fuel - meaning it will remain as E5. It will be 

available to the vast majority of Shell's around 1,000 

UK forecourts.” (Note that Shell doesn’t use the word 

“ALL” in the statement …..Ed) 

 

ETHANOL AND E5 FUEL – PROBLEMS & FEEDBACK 
In an article to be published in the December edition 

of “Vintage and Classic Motorcycle” (formerly 

known as “The Journal”), Roger Bibbings, writing in his 

role as Convenor of the VMCC's Regulatory Advisory 

Group, (RAG) has this message…………….. 

“It is vital that members inform the Club about their 

experiences with E5 and E10 to gather information on 

the nature and extent of problems they are 

experiencing. If there are continuing problems, the 

VMCC needs to know about them. And we also 

want to know about any possible solutions members 

may have found, including information on their 

efficacy, practicability and cost-effectiveness.  This 

information can then be used to work out what may 

need to be done to cope with these problems if and 

when E5 protection grade disappears. 

Members can send reports to the Ethanol Hotline at 

RAG and/or post them on the VMCC Forum. We will 

collate and analyse them and report back.” 

We would fully support Roger’s view, so please share 

you experiences of E10 fuel as suggested above. 

 

NEW LOGO FOR THE CLUB 
 The result of the poll on the new VMCC logo, 

announced in the November issue of The Journal – (I 

really must get used to calling it by its new name - 

GARAGES  STOCKING E5 PETROL Issue 3/21

Location Garage name Fuel Brand Post Code

Kidderminster Worcester Rd Shell DY10 1JR

Kidderminster Esso MfG ESSO DY10 1JS

Dunley Dunley Service Station Gulf DY13 0UE

Stourport-on-Severn Esso Gilgal ESSO DY13 9AN

Stourport-on-Severn Tesco, Severn Rd, Own Brand DY13 9FB

Doddington Hopton Bank Garage MURCO DY14 0HE

Hereford City Services Texaco HR1 2BG

Tupsley Texaco Garage Texaco HR1 2SZ

Allensmore Lock's Garage Shell HR2 9AS

Whitney-on-Wye MBR Whitney Store ESSO HR3 6EH

Hereford Whitecross Road Shell HR4 0DG

Hereford Co-op Food CO-OP HR4 9RX

Kington Kington Service Stn Texaco HR5 3DZ

Leominster BP - Hursts shop BP HR6 0DQ

Dinmore Esso MFG ESSO HR6 0PJ

Ledbury Esso MFG ESSO HR8 1BS

Newtown Cross Shop & Filling Stn Texaco HR8 2TZ

Llandrindod Wells Tesco Momentum LD1 6BH

Builth Wells Tuffins Texaco LD2 3SS

Builth Wells Co-op Food CO-OP LD2 3SS

Knighton Naughton Motors Oil4Wales LD7 1SD

Criccieth Parciau Filling Stn Gulf LL52 ORN

Pwllheli Four Crosses ESSO LL53 6UE

Rhydargaeau Gwalia Garage Gulf SA32 7DR

Kilgetty Shell garage Shell SA68 0YH

Churchstoke Tuffins Texaco SY15 6AR

Llansantffraid Vyrnside ESSO SY22 6AR

Craven Arms Tuffins Texaco SY7 9PY

Craven Arms Gulf Petrol Stn Gulf SY7 9QQ

Leintwardine Griffiths Garage Unknown SY7 OJZ

Ludlow Applegreen Applegreen SY8 1DN

Ludlow Foldgate Lane CO-OP SY8 1LS

Upton-on-Severn Regal Garage Unknown WR8 0HU

Tenbury Wells Swan Garage Texaco WR15 8AR



“Vintage and Classic Motorcycle” – was 

overwhelmingly in favour of its adoption. 

Sharp-eyed readers will have noticed that we have 

used it on our title page for this issue and will continue 

to do so for the forseeable future. Visitors to our 

website will see the same change.  

Confusingly, the email sent to all members urging 

them to attend the AGM 

used this logo on the 

right. I am assured by no 

less a person than the 

Chairman himself that 

the “75 years” logo is 

currently correct and 

that “The Marketing 

team” are developing a 

newer version. Just for the 

record, I prefered the old 

one, but democracy 

rules, so the new one it 

is….. Good bye old friend 

and thankyou for your 

74½ years of service.  

. 

ELECTRICAL THEORY BY JOSEPH LUCAS 
The article on “Lucas Smoke”, which appeared in 

issue 63 generated the largest postbag we’ve ever 

seen. The performance (or lack thereof) of Lucas 

equipment is clearly an issue which has troubled 

many of you over the years.  

DOES LUCAS WIRING HARNESS SMOKE EXIST? 

We are indebted to Dave Anscombe for providing 

the definitive answer by passing on this photograph 

from an eBay listing. We’ve no idea what it finally sold 

for, but if the buyer would like to contact us, we 

would be pleased to hear from them. 

 
 

VMCC MEMBERS’ INSURANCE SCHEME 
The new club insurance scheme operated by Peter 

James does seem to be delivering the level of 

savings that were anticipated and the scheme’s 

originator, former Club Chairman Bob Clark, is keen 

to recruit a team of  volunteer members to act as 

“mystery shoppers” to 

monitor prices on an 

ongoing basis. Each Area 

Representative has been 

asked to find five members 

within their area who are 

willing to take part in this 

exercise.  They can’t be 

people who provided their 

details last year, and once someone has taken part 

they can’t do so again for at least three years.  

Volunteers need to be on email, and to be able to 

enter information into an Excel spreadsheet that will 

be provided. 

If you think you would like to help out then please 

contact Roger by email rogerbibbings@gmail.com 

and he will walk you tthrough the complete process. 

 

THE OLDEN DAYS or 

HOW I FAILED TO SAVE BSA – Mick White 
In the 1970s I had a 90-miles-a-day commute into 

London from Reading.  My 

steed at the time - don’t laugh 

-   was a 250 MZ.   In no time at 

all I had racked up 10,000 slow 

miles on the stroker and had 

covered the M4 corridor with a 

blanket of smelly blue fug.  

Even the sewage works at 

Slough had a more restrained 

pong.  Something had to 

change, and change fast.  I 

had to get a bigger bike. 

DUCATIS 

Ducatis were my first love and still are today, so I went 

straight to Vic Camp’s emporium in Walthamstow.  

Against the wall was a new 450 single, but there in 

the centre of the showroom was a simmering brand-

new in-your-face 750SS.  

Yes, the round-case Smart/Spaggiari Imola replica 

with right-foot gear change and duck-egg green 

mailto:rogerbibbings@gmail.com


frame.  And how cool was that transparent stripe 

down the side of the silver tank? 

COULD I ACTUALLY AFFORD ONE? 

Now Mr Camp was not your average bike salesman.  

If he didn’t rate you he wasn’t too interested in doing 

business with you.  I told Vic I’d once owned a 250 

Daytona, explained about my commuting, and must 

have convinced him that I was kosher.  He 

counselled that the 450 would be the better overall 

package, although the bevel twin would be more 

exciting.  

He did 

point out 

that the 

750 was 

really a 

race bike, 

not suited 

to what I 

had in 

mind, and I think I realised that, deep down.  The real 

factor for me, though, was the £1200 price ticket on 

the twin and the £500-odd label on the single.  I 

simply could not afford twelve hundred quid, but I 

wanted something bigger than a 450.  So I went 

away to think about it. 

MORE FOUR-FIGURE FANTASY 

The next week I went to Gus Kuhn’s in Stockwell, 

where Vincent Davey had a second-hand MV 750 

Sport, and then to Highway Motorcycles in Acton, to 

see a brown-and-cream MV 750GT that had 

previously belonged to cricketer Ted Dexter.  Each 

was the absolute business but both had a thousand-

pound price tag.  Couldn’t afford either of ‘em.   

TO ZED OR NOT TO ZED? 

A Kawasaki dealership that had just opened up in 

Reading was displaying a new 900 Z1 in the 

showroom.  Tempting though it was, I could not bring 

myself to buy a Japanese bike.  Everyone knew that 

Jap bikes’ frames and suspension of that era could 

not cope with the power of their engines.   

Another Reading dealer had a Benelli 650 Tornado in 

the window.  It looked a million dollars but as far as I 

was concerned it cost almost as much.  And the 

dealer was a deeply unpleasant fellow. 

CAN YOU CALL AN MZ A FLATULANT DONKEY? 

Meanwhile, the MZ was showing signs of giving up 

the struggle, was doing nothing for my credibility, 

and was attempting to pollute the greater part of 

Royal Berkshire.  Not dissimilar to riding the Epsom 

Derby on a flatulent donkey, twice a day. 

RETREAT AND RE-GROUP 

I was broke, laid low by my first mortgage.  My 

aspirations were appreciably ahead of my bank 

balance.  I even had holes in my socks.  I may as well 

have been trying to buy a Vincent Black Shadow in 

the 1950s on the wages of an apprentice.  It was 

necessary to retreat, regroup, and formulate a less 

ambitious strategy. 

SURELY NOT AN ARIEL 3 

A helping hand became apparent from the 

direction of Small Heath.  Having failed to invest in a 

planned modular range of technologically 

advanced, Hopwood-designed new engines, and 

with the 350 dohc Fury/Bandit stillborn, the Ariel 3 a 

laughing-stock, and the Rocket 3 unable to 

compete on paper with the mechanical 

specification of the 750 Honda 4, BSA was in real 

trouble, and it was possible to buy a new ’un at a 

handsome discount.  Harvey Owen on the Walworth 

Road had a shop-full of oil-in-frame 650s at bargain 

prices and the salesman was falling over in his 

eagerness to sell one to me.  I said I wanted a 

Thunderbolt, with lower handlebars and a rev 

counter thrown in.  No problem, sir, would you like me 

to polish your boots as well? I looked again at my 

latest bank statement and sighed.  I imagined that 

hundreds of solid-gold Brummies would lose their jobs 

if I didn’t buy this bike.  And the salesman would be 

polishing boots for real down the road at the 

Elephant & Castle tube station.  It was certainly no 

Ducati but it was new, it was cheap at £420 and it 

would do.  After all, it was conceived by the 

strategists at Umberslade Hall and built on centuries-

old machine tools.  What could possibly go wrong?  

So I sold the MZ and bought the Beeza. 

YOU’VE BEEN USIN’ THIS ‘AVEN’T YOU? 

The T-bolt and I covered 52,000 eventful and 

enjoyable miles over the next two years, including a 

trip to a BSA Owners’ Club rally in Austria, and when I 

sold the faithful, vibrating old soldier, it was worn out.  

A rebore and pistons, big end bearings, a new small 

end bush, numerous tyres and a bit of welding to 

fractured brackets and lots of valve seat grinding all 

had to be performed to keep it going, and I learned 

a lot about taking engines apart and putting them 

back together.  I remember an exasperated 

salesman saying, without any sarcasm, when I 

eventually offered the bike in part-exchange, 

“You’ve been usin’ this, ‘aven’t you?“.   

ROSE TINTED GLASSES? 

Nowadays I ride a modern Ducati, a 1200 Moto Guzzi 

and sidecar, and a small collection of classic Ducati 

singles.  I no longer have a mortgage to kill off any 

bike-buying urges, and I remember motorcycling in 

the seventies, and that BSA, with great affection. 

But the solid-gold Brummies lost their jobs after all. 

 

 
Updates and other stuff can be found on our 

Facebook page – Feel free to add your views.  

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire 

 

SECTION WEBSITE  
You can find almost everything you need to know 

about our section and its activities on our website.  

Why not take a look? 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

