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PAST EVENTS 
 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday Sep 23rd- 25th –auction of 

motorcycle memorabilia, petroliana, spares and 

motrocycles – HJ Pugh.  

Thursday’s sale 

of Petroliana 

and Literature 

saw some very 

strong prices for 

the rarer 2 

gallon petrol 

cans, but, 

perhaps in this 

age of E10 

fuels, it’s no 

surprise that 

enamel petrol signs made the spectacular money. A 

well-worn “National Benzole” went to a new home 

for £713, but the star of the show was this double 

sided “Pratts” sign with 

its original mounting 

bracket. It made 

£1,150! The “Swans” 

sign featured in issue 

63 made £184 – well 

beyond my miserly 

estimate of £50. Star of 

Friday’s sale was the 

Rotherhams Bonniksen 

speedo, which, 

despite a cracked glass made an eye-watering 

£690. The family of graduated Castrol oil jugs (see 

issue 63) made a very modest £138.  

The 1939 Norton Manx 30M with an unusual “plunger” 

rear end commanded the top price of £17,970 in 

Saturday’s sale. A very modest figure for a genuine 

machine complete with its Norton Owners’ Club 

dating certificate. Later machines and those with 

race or TT pedigrees can fetch 2 or 3 times this figure. 

   
If this Norton wasn’t the bargain of the day, perhaps 

that accolade should go to another of Bracebridge 

Street’s finest, this 1957 Dominator 88, which cost its 

new owner just £4,032, the same price as the 1962

 
Triumph 3TA “Bathtub” covered in issue 63. The 1979 

Honda XL500 in the same issue, didn’t break the bank 

either. If it ran anywhere near as well as it looked, at 

£4,424 it will be great value for its new owner. 

Not so sure about the 1940 Rudge Military Autocycle 

- £1904 seemed top money, despite is rarity and 

provenance. Perhaps the value is all in the name? 

 
Given the Section’s growing off-road calendar, this 

1942 Ariel trials special, complete with a V5C would 

be an ideal “green-laner” for just £2,912.  

All the above prices assume the bidder is in the room 

and include buyers’ commission plus VAT on that 

commission. On-line prices will be slightly higher. You 

can find the full results on Pugh’s website. 

http://www.hjpugh.com/results2021.html 

mailto:herefordVMCC@outlook.com
http://www.hjpugh.com/results2021.html


Sunday Sep 26th The Levis Cup (Road) Trial at The 

Lenchford Inn, Shrawley, Worcs. WR6 6TB.  

Looks like another great Levis Cup Trial, with a car 

park packed with wonderful machinery. 

 
 

 
At least a dozen section regulars took part with Paul 

Harris picking up the Trevor Bull award. 

 

Thursday October 7th - 13:30 AFTERNOON RIDE!! - 

"Let there be dragons". 

Excellent turnout. Some brisk riding with few delays 

allowed us time to look at the Dragon, as well as 

Rowden Mill station and still get back to the Bringsty 

café in time for afternoon tea. 

 
 

Tuesday Oct 12th Brunch ride-in - Kirsty's Café, New 

Street, Bishop's Castle SY9 5DQ.  

Another good turnout! A good location in good 

riding country and a sunny day attracted an eclectic 

mix of ancient and modern machinery. 

The day was enlivened by the latest spectator sport 

– Repairing tubeless tyres! Geoff McGladdery’s 

modern(ish) BMW had run over a 25mm eye-bolt, 

leaving a challenging hole in his rear tyre. Various 

enthusiastic members contributed “string” glue 

“plugs” and CO2 cylinders, but couldn’t effectively 

seal the leak. Geoff did manage to limp home, 

stopping at every garage en-route to re-inflate. The 

tyre was not repairable and a new one was needed. 

Geoff would like to thank all those who helped and 

especially Mick, Rose and Roger who rode “shotgun” 

back to Bishops Frome.  

 

Thursday Oct 14th - Trail ride. Meet at Regent House, 

filling station, Clyro  

Thanks to Paul Farley and Maggie Smith for planning 

the 43 mile route and to Paul for leading it on his 

lovely pre-65 trials bike. 

The sun is said “…to shine on the righteous” and that 

is just what it did to our happy band. Bikes ranged 

from a Honda Dominator to a Suzuki Bearcat, with its 

dual ratio box and almost everything in between. 

 
Nothing too tricky for the ageing riders or their bikes, 

although a couple of stream crossings looked 

intimidating, but proved to be straightforward. 



 
There will be one final trail ride this year (see future 

events below), but we are planning 8 for 2022. They 

will be open to VMCC members from any section, 

but we have decided to apply the 25 year rule to 

machinery.  

 

Sunday Oct 17th - Ride to Bredon Hill and 

Winchcombe.

 

A poor weather forecast didn’t deter too many and 

the day remained largely dry and sunny. 

We were pleased to welcome a visitor - Pete 

Thompson and his wonderful Anzani engined 

Morgan.

 
 

 
Kevin Brown's Trophy Trail always looks good. Why did 

I ever sell mine!!!! Steve Dowling brightened the day 

with his “Mist Green”  1955 D1 Bantam. 

 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
Saturday 23rd October from 10:00 until Thursday 28th 

Oct from 19:00 – Brightwell’s Classic car and motor 

cycle auction. Easters Court, Mill Street, Leominster, 

Herefordshire, HR6 0DE. 

Hidden amongst the car lots is this rare 1932 BSA 3-

wheeler. Extensively re-built and faithfully restored in 

the style of a TW32 Sport model, it comes compete 

with Fabric body and the desirable “V” twin engine. 

 



If that’s one wheel too many, perhaps this stylish 1960 

James 150cc scooter might attract your attention. 

Launched to very positive press reviews, it was not a 

commercial success even when, like this one, it was 

fitted with a 4-speed box. Too expensive, too slow, 

too heavy and – biggest problem of all – it wasn’t a 

Vespa or a Lambretta! 

 

This 196 BSA Bantam D14 Sports could be a lot of fun 

but, if it is a genuine “Sport” model, it could cost its 

new owner north of £1,500. Bidding is on-line only, but 

on-site viewing can be arranged by appointment 

between 09:00 and 17:00 from Monday 25th October 

until Wednesday 27th October, You can find the full 

catalogue here.  

https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/ind

ex/5205#lotid-542963 

 

Wednesday Oct 27th - 10:00 prompt - Breakfast 

meet - The Lion, Leintwardine SY7 0JZ. Just meet up 

for breakfast, no organised ride. Choose your own 

route there and back.  If you want to eat, it’s 

probably best to arrive around 10:00,  

 

Thursday November 4th 19:30 – Club night West - The 

Greyhound Hotel, 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR. 

All existing and intending members welcome. 

Nothing formal, just a chance to meet up with friends 

and like-minded others.  

 

NEW EVENT Thursday Nov 11th - Trail ride. Meet at 

Regent House, filling station, Clyro HR3 5SB at 10:00 

for a 10:30 start.  

A 46 mile route, suitable for beginners using smaller 

tarmac lanes and unclassified roads, taking in the 

longer lanes, Doctors Pool, Black Yatt and parts of 

the Begwyns. Please note that the event is open to 

machines over 25 years of age and to VMCC 

members only. Off-road tyres are strongly 

recommended. Full details will be available nearer 

the time and you can find the route as a GPX file on 

the section website. 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ 

 

LAST RIDE OF THE SEASON - Sunday Nov 14th - Autumn 

Lunch Run - Tenbury to the Bell at Pensax. Meet at the 

Swimming Pool car park, Tenbury, WR15 8SF at 09:30 

for a 10:00 a.m. start. 

A pleasant 50 miles through the lanes, stopping at 

The Mill on the Green cafe, Ludlow SY8 1EG for coffee 

and finishing at the Bell at Pensax for lunch. Usually 

well supported by Worcestershire and North 

Birmingham sections, the Autumn Run is a great way 

to end your riding season. 

 
 

Thursday Nov 18th at 19:30 - Section AGM (Annual 

General Meeting) and election of officers. The Moon 

Mordiford. HR1 4LW - Members only.  

The meeting will follow what has now become its 

usual format, with a Chairman’s report, to include the 

financial report, followed by an open discussion and 

the election of officers for 2022. Please come along 

and express your opinions. It is your section, let us 

know what you want from it. We are looking for 

volunteers to help make next year even better. 

Following the success of last year’s incentive, we will 

once again be offering subsidised Fish and Chips for 

VMCC members and partners at £5.00 per head! 

Please note, VMCC membership cards must be 

shown to speak at the meeting and to qualify for the 

subsidised price. Further details of the meeting will be 

sent by email in the next couple of weeks. 

 

Friday & Saturday Nov 19th and 20th  – 2 day auction 

of motorcycle memorabilia, petroliana, spares and 

motorcycles – HJ Pugh Hazle Meadows, Ledbury , 

HR8 2LP. 

The bike sales are on the Saturday, with the Friday 

reserved for spares, literature, memorabilia and 

petroliana.  

120 machines are expected, and the catalogue will 

be available soon, but we have been given a 

“sneaky” preview of a number of machines already 

consigned. 

https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/index/5205#lotid-542963
https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/index/5205#lotid-542963
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/


As usual with a Pugh’s auction, there is something for 

everyone, but these 3 British mainstream classics 

caught our eye. This glorious 1962 500cc Velocette 

Venom is from of a private local collection and 

should attract plenty of bidders. This one looks very 

original and seems to be in good condition. Expect 

the serious bidders to pay north of £8k. 

 
 

 
Despite a modest 10HP and a 65 mph top speed, 

Triumph Tiger Cub’s (or T20s to give them their formal 

title) have always held a place in classic owner’s 

hearts and bidding is always strong, particularly for 

original machines in good condition. You can expect 

this tidy 1963 example to go for well over £1,500.  

Triumph’s 350 twins are disproportionally 

undervalued when compared to their larger 

capacity cousins, It is not unusual for a sixties 

T21/T90/3TA to make just 50% of the price of a 500c 

model of the same year, although 66% is a more 

realistic “rule of thumb”. Despite packing a mere 18 

BHP, a 350 was still capable of 75mph, was lighter 

than a 500 and easier to start. 

This matching numbers 1964 Triumph 3TA ‘Twenty 

One’ has the correct “bikini” bathtub and headlamp 

nacelle. It is said to run well and comes complete 

with some old MOTs, a V5, and a dating certificate. 

It will surely be a good fiend to its new owner. 

When it is published, you will find the full catalogue 

for the 2-day auction on Pugh’s website. 

http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html 

 

UNDER £1000 
Another in our series which finds useable bikes, ready to 

ride away, with current V5Cs and  MOTs (where required) 

for less than £1,000 and all VMCC eligible (made before 

Jan 1st 1996). 

Hondas with their strong reputation for reliability have 

a loyal following and are often the default choice of 

members. We have two quite different machines in 

this issue, an immaculate 1975 PC50 and a “less than 

immaculate” 1990 CD250. Both are offered for sale 

on Gumtree. 

 
The tax and MOT exempt PC50 has been nicely 

restored with re-built wheels and new tyres. The 

Rugby vendor is asking for top money at £950, but this 

being “Gumtree” it is not unreasonable to haggle. 

 
The CD250 vendor, Coventry dealer “Trade Bikes”,is 

keen to dampen expectations by stating “…this 

motorcycle doesn’t reach our normal high standard 

for retail motorcycles….. The reason could either be 

high miles, age, condition or price so please bear this 

in mind when purchasing.” On a more positive note, 

it runs, has working electrics, good tyres and 12 

months MOT. There enough pictures on the site for 

you to decide whether or not to go and look at it. 

Priced at a reasonable £995 (see “haggle” above). 

http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html


It would make a great winter hack and should be 

ideally suited to the roads in our area.  

 
NB - Prices are the advertised asking prices or actual 

selling prices and are correct at the time of writing. We 

have not verified any of the details vendors have used in 

their advertising – that must be your responsibility. 

 

“COMPASS” AND “CWMPAS” RIDES  

Introduced to fill the gap left by the COVID 

cancellation of Herefordshire on the Edge 2020, 

these 2 events have given a lot of people a lot of fun 

and taken them to parts of Herefordshire and Mid-

Wales that they didn’t know existed! We would like to 

thank John Munday, Roger Bibbings, Chris Lawton-

Smith and Mike Bertenshaw for all their hard work. 

“Cwmpas”, has evolved 

beyond the original single day 

ride into something much 

wider, encouraging riders to 

invest more time exploring our 

beautiful region. Many of this 

year’s entrants spent 3 or 4 days 

in the Mid-Wales area, whilst 

others made a number of 

single-day trips. “Cwmpas” will run again in 2022 from 

15th April to Oct 4th. The waypoints will be available a 

couple of weeks before the opening day. 

These are just a small selection of the splendid 

pictures sent by entrants. 

 

 
 

 

 
Certificates, badges and stickers should be on their 

way to all entrants by early November. 

 

BANBURY 2022 

At last, there is a date for this most famous of Vintage 

motorcycling events. A final date of Sunday June 

19th 2022 has been confirmed and the venue will be 

as before at the National Motor Museum at Gaydon. 

Registration forms, regulations and other documents 

will be available to download from the website from 

Jan 1st 2022 https://www.banbury-run.co.uk/  If you 

would like to help as a volunteer or marshal on the 

day, or wish to assist in the preparation or running of 

our club’s flagship event, please contact the Events 

team at Events@vmcc.net. 

https://www.banbury-run.co.uk/
mailto:Events@vmcc.net


Only machines manufactured before 31st December 

1930 are permitted to enter and if  you fancy giving 

it a try, make sure you get your entries in early as they 

are limited to 500. 

 

CHAZ DAVIES – LOCAL HERO 
At an emotional press conference on Sep 23rd, our 

local hero, 34 year-old, Knighton born, Chaz Davies 

announced his retirement from World Superbike 

racing at the end of the 2021 season.   

Perhaps his decision was influenced by his crash in 

the first race of the Barcelona World Superbike round 

on 19th September, which left him hospitalised with 

two broken ribs and kept him out of racing until the 

Argentinian round on October 16th. Not a 

spectacular return for a detuned Chaz but he was 

“…..Happy to get through what was a draining 

weekend and end it with a top 10 in race 2. Not a 

result I’d be writing home about but given the 

circumstances I’ll take it. I had OK pace but suffered 

physically after just a handful of laps.” Chaz’s next 

(and last?) race will be at the Final World Superbike 

round at Mandalika International Street Circuit, 

Indonesia on November 21st. All the rumours of a WSB 

ride for Honda have faded away, but new rumours 

are circualting about a ride in the British Superbike 

Champonship – Watch this space. 

 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2022 

A draft of the 2022 Section events calendar is 

attached to the email accompanying this 

newsletter. It is our largest programme ever and 

offers members a stunning choice of riding 

opportunities, which we hope you will find attractive. 

The run leaders/organisers names have been 

omitted as we are still recruiting volunteers. Please 

give some thought to volunteering. YOUR SECTION 

NEEDS YOU! 

Following on from the introduction of the popular 

breakfast and brunch ride-ins in 2021, the significant 

innovation for ’22 is the inclusion of no less than 8 trail 

rides. Paul Farley has run 3 pilot events this year and 

gained an excellent understanding of what works 

best. We will use this knowledge for future events. We 

have decided to restrict entry to VMCC members on 

bikes more than 25 years of age. We make no 

apologies for this decision. There are plenty of 

opportunities for riders of modern machines with the 

TRF and peer groups, but very little if anything for 

older machines like Fitzroy Allen’s D3 BSA Bantam , 

seen below in the 1954 ISDT. Interestingly this 

machine, which featured many “trick” factory mods 

has survived and is being restored. 

 

Don’t feel that you need to get your flat cap out and 

ride a ‘50’s rigid, or an ex-ISDT machine. You have a 

massive array of 2 and 3 wheeled machines to 

choose from and you will be as welcome on a 1997 

Yamaha Serow as an MZ, a  Mountain Cub, a ‘70s 

Enduro bike, an old British single or an XL Honda.  

 
We are looking for volunteers to plan and lead trail 

rides in the Ludlow area and the Forest of Dean, Do 

you know the legall trails in your area? Can you help 

us? 

ETHANOL AND E5 FUEL 
Thanks to those of you who have contributed to this 

initial list of E5 (97/98 octane) fuel in our area.  



 
The list is the best endeavours of section members, is 

far from complete and may not be accurate or up 

to date. Please check through it and let us know if  

there are errors. Most important of all, please make 

your own contribution to the list. It will become a 

permanent resource on our website. 

 

VMCC MEMBERS’ INSURANCE SCHEME 
I’m delighted to report that the club’s new insurance 

scheme worked for me, saving me, on a like for like 

basis a massive £170.35 over my Footman James 

renewal  quotation. I took great care to ensure that 

all the companies I spoke to had identical 

information. 

There are tiny differences between the companies. 

The Peter James “recovery” scheme works only if you 

are at least1 mile from home, whereas the Footman 

James scheme’s limit is just ¼ mile from home. There 

was one significant diference between the two and 

that was in the treatment of my 2007 BMW 800ST, on 

which Peter James were able to offer a “no-claims” 

discount, which amounted to almost £100. Both 

companies offered unlimited mileage, but Footman 

James wanted an estimate of the miles each 

individual machine 

would cover – not 

easy as some of 

them are still in bits 

in the garage! 

There Is no 

automatic cover for 

riding others’ 

machines. It seems 

you have to specify 

this. 

We would be delighted to hear your experiences of 

the scheme. 

 

ELECTRICAL THEORY BY JOSEPH LUCAS 
“Positive ground depends on proper circuit 

functioning, which is the transmission of negative ions 

by retention of the visible spectral manifestation 

known as “Smoke”. 

Smoke is the thing that makes electrical circuits work. 

We know this to be true because every time one lets 

the smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. 

This can be verified repeatedly through empirical 

testing. For example, if one places a copper bar 

across the terminals of a battery, prodigious 

quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery  

shortly ceases to function. In addition, if one observes 

smoke escaping from an electrical component such 

as a Lucas voltage regulator, it will also be observed 

that the component no longer functions. The logic is  

elementary and inescapable! 

The function of the wiring harness is to conduct the 

smoke from one device to another. When the wiring 

springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the system, 

nothing works afterward. 

Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British 

motorcycles for some time largely because they 

consumed large quantities of smoke requiring very 

unsightly large wires. It has been reported that Lucas 

electrical components are possibly more prone to 

electrical leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or 

American counterparts. Experts point out that this is 

because Lucas is British, and all things British leak. 

British engines leak oil, British shock absorbers, 

hydraulic forks and disc brake systems leak fluid, 

British tyres leak air and British Intelligence leaks 

national defense secrets. Therefore, it follows that 

British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once 

again, the logic is clear and inescapable. 

In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of 

electrical energy in the form of smoke provides a 

logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical 

components especially British units manufactured by 

Joseph Lucas, Ltd.” 

And remember: “A gentleman does not motor about 

after dark.” 

Ed…Is it true that In 1947 Lucas tried to get Parliament 

to repeal Ohms Law, but the effort failed because it met 

too much resistance?” 

 

 
Updates and other stuff can be found on our 

Facebook page – Feel free to add your views.  

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire 

 

SECTION WEBSITE  
You can find almost everything you need to know 

about our section and its activities on our website.  

Why not take a look? 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ 

Location Garage name Fuel Brand Post Code

Hereford City Services Texaco HR1 2BG

Tupsley Texaco Garage Texaco HR1 2SZ

Allensmore Lock's Garage Shell HR2 9AS

Whitney-on-Wye MBR Whitney Store ESSO HR3 6EH

Hereford Co-op Food CO-OP HR4 9RX

Kington Kington Service STn Texaco HR5 3DZ

Leominster BP - Hursts shop BP HR6 0DQ

Dinmore Esso MFG ESSO HR6 0PJ

Ledbury Esso MFG ESSO HR8 1BS

Newtown Cross Shop & Filling Stn Texaco HR8 2TZ

Llandrindod Wells Tesco Momentum LD1 6BH

Builth Wells Tuffins Texaco LD2 3SS

Builth Wells Co-op Food CO-OP LD2 3SS

Criccieth Parciau Filling Stn Gulf LL52 ORN

Pwllheli Four Crosses ESSO LL53 6UE

Rhydargaeau Gwalia Garage Gulf SA32 7DR

Kilgetty Shell garage Shell SA68 0YH

Churchstoke Tuffins Texaco SY15 6AR

Craven Arms Tuffins Texaco SY7 9PY

Craven Arms Gulf Petrol Stn Gulf SY7 9QQ

Leintwardine Griffiths Garage Unknown SY7 OJZ

Malvern Daniels Petrol Texaco WR14 4HD

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

