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NEWSLETTER
Issue 4 - July 3rd 2021
Editor Geoff McGladdery — herefordvmcc@outlook.com
Welcome fto issue 4 of the event newsletter. It is sent only
to those who have previously entered, those who have
expressed an interest in entering and event supporters.

A RECORD YEAR

The fifth running of Herefordshire on the Edge was
anotherrecord year. 102 machines were entered, a
12% increase over 2019.

STAND-OUT PERFORMANCES

There were plenty of these in this year's event. For
the first time, Ragged Edge ribbons were won by
pillions — Jonathan and Jo Parkes, who took a
bronze on their '71 Moto Guzzi V750 Ambassador,

while Robin and Jennifer Mann, made Gold
Standard on ’rhr_71959 BSA 650 A10 Super Rocket.

Neither of these fine machines would be near the
fop 100 in my “best off-roader” list, or yours either |
suspect!
IT WASN'T THAT SIMPLE

It wasn't all as simple as it might have looked,
Jonathan managed to drop the Guzzi on RE25 and
serious damage to the bike was only avoided by Jo
obligingly inserting herself between bike and
ground. Robin and Jennifer squeaked into the Ross
finish control just minutes before it closed! Their
riding partners Brian and Janine Robins also made

Ragged Gold Standard on their 1951 BSA 650 Gold
Flash ouftfit, one of the few sidecars to have

The first to do so —in 2019 - was Kilgetty's John Webb
on the mighty Yamaha XS650 Enduro style ouftfit. He
repeated the ride this year with new passenger Liz
Atkinson. “Passenger” seems wholly inadequate
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description given the effort needed on the left side
of their i hty outfit.
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It should be noted that all the motorcycle and
sidecars finished with a medal.

We should also acknowledge the achievement of
our "maximum” men, who despite not being
required by the Regs to do so, visited all 32 points.
Let's hear it for Terry Pickering, Ollie Victor-Trott, Toby
Victor-Trott, Martin Taylor and Mark Taylor. Rory
McLaughlin also achieved a “maximum”, but as he
was on a bike a liftle less than 25 years old he
doesn't qualify for an award.
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RAGGED EDGE ROADS

Shelderton(R1), Kentchurch(R18), and Clifford
Byway(R25) were carried forward from 2019, but we
were unable to gain access to the Eastnor estate
this year. Its replacement, R7 in Suckley, although
somewhat shorter proved popular. We are grateful
to the Downton Castle estate and the Kentchurch
estate for allowing us permission to ride their private
roads, a privilege rarely granted. Both R7 and R25
were a little muddy, but were proven to be
passable with care on road tyres as was ably
demonstrated by Steve and Andrew Sumner riding

2 more machines that wouldn't make our list of top

100 trail bikes!

It is very important to us that these roads can be

ridden by mere mortals on road going machinery.

We don't want the event to become a Trail Ride.
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As usual, we had a dazzling array of machines
ranging from Paul Jameson's imposing Gold medal
winning 1936 Ariel Square 4 to Frank Chapman’s
delightful Silver medal winning1968 Honda CL?0,
the smallest bike in the field and the smallest bike to
have ever won a medal.
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There were plenty of mid-century British classics, like
Cliff Osenton’s 1956 350cc G3 Matchless and Mike
Bertenshaw's 1959 350cc Royal Enfield Bullett, both
of whom won “Ragged” Golds.

Star - the bike voted by the organisers as “The bike

they’d most like to take home with them” — didn’t



make it to the finish. 12 years ago Sid won a Gold
Medal at the MCC's Lands’ End frial on this well-
fravelled machine and has since ridden it in the
Outer Hebrides, the French Alps (several times), the
Pyrennees, the Picos and in Eastern Europe as far as
Poland and Slovakia.

Morgans featured for the first time, with no less than
4 of them making an appearance. None achieved
medal standard, but they certainly contributed to
the spectacle and we look forward to the marque
being a regular feature in future events.
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the start af Ross.

Tey all proved (more or less) reliable and all took
home Bronze

Medals, vowing to be back next year and looking
Gold. Oddities and rarities ~plentiful
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John Weaver's beautifully restored 1972 Ex-Police
Triumph Saint looked the part, but like Jos Sheen's
1981 Aprilia 320, didn’t make the finish. The clutch
on John's brother James’ Triumph T100C, gave up
after just 2 miles and although they continued for
another 150, they just couldn’t make it back to
Leintwardine in time. Jos had clutch troubles added
to carburation woes, which stopped him close to
the finish. Helpfully he has this advice for anyone
thinking of dragging their old Bultaco out of the
shed. “So 200 miles on a Trials bike IS possible - but |
wouldn't recommend it!” Understatement perhaps?
ey —

Of the 102 machines entered, 49 were of British
origin with 26 being Japanese. An amazing 30
different marques were entered. Honda proving the
most popular with 15, closely followed by Lambretta
with 10. Norton, Triumph and BSA, all with 8 entries
were the most popular of the British Marques.

Average age of the machines was 52 with the
oldest being Peter Cottrell’'s 107 year old Humber.
The average age of the riders was 64 and our
youngest entrant, Harley MT350 mounted Jack
England, (below) a mere child of 30!

Our oldest rider, (who shall remain anonymous), was
born in 1939, took a bronze and vows to be back
next year on a smaller bike. Average machine
capacity was a lumpen 533cc. We didn't see any
British “go-to-work” 2-strokes this year, not a single
Bantam, Excelsior. James or Francis Barnett. Have a
look in your shed, you must have one somewhere.
Where are you moped riders and step-thru fans?
Remember for 2022 - “Small is beautiful”.

TRIUMPH AND TRAGEDY

| love to hear the stories, the highs and the lows of
entrants’ Herefordshire day out. We've heard about
clutches, but punctures proved to be a theme this



year too. Heroes of 2019, Colin Durnall and his 1939
350cc P&M collected a puncture on the previous
day’s “Flat Tank” run and reluctantly decided to
head for home...."eventually needing to add more
air every 5 miles or so” says Colin, “.....I have taken
the tyre off and found that when | had a flat a
couple of weeks ago it caused a crack inside the
tyre. This then abraded the tube for a length about
6" resulting in a small hole and several weak spofs.
So a new tyre and tube called for.”
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Peter Fielding's MZ puncture atf the enfrance to R25
furned info a bit of an epic too. He writes......." I'm
really annoyed at my own stupidity in failing to
check the sizes of the two inner tubes | had with
me”...... “Really gutted as | had broken the back of
the event and knew all the remaining locations,
how to find them with plenty of time to cover the
last 60 miles. Next year | wil be better
prepared”........"PS: | have now repaired the
puncture by replacing tyre and tfube. | assume it
was a nail or a screw which got dragged out affer
the blow out as there was nothing inside the tyre.
You can see a mark right in the centre of the tyre on

the thickest part of the tread and this lines up with a
3/8" slit in the tube. Glad | turned down the many
offers of repair gloop. They would never have
sealed such a hole.”

To make matters worse, Peter also lost a glovel! If
anyone picked one up, do let us know. And we will
help you to return it. On a more positive note, Peter
would like thank the many entrants who did stop
and offer assistance. We would like to thank them
foo

'S’reve and Andrew Sumner’s re’rlremn’r s caused
by “The Public”.
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It seems that everywhere they stopped on their pre-
1930 machines, someone wanted fo ask them

questions and Steve being the friendly guy he is,
engages in conversation. They made it to half way
(Ross) when other entfrants were finishing there. It
didn’'t help that both the petrol cap and oil cap
had vibrated off Andrew’s 1928 model 7 New
Imperial. Did anyone find these?

FINDING YOUR WAY ROUND
There is no doubt that if you understand the
technology and if you have right software, the
Satnav is an excellent way to find your way around,
but Satnavs are not the simple “plug and play”
devices we might hope for. They require
considerable knowledge and experience before
they are of much use and a little bit of ingenuity to
connect them Ider 6 volt machine

We spoke to several entrants who had been
detoured miles out of their way by their “High-Tec”
devices, or sent down roads which just disappeared
off their screens. We offered this advice in
Newsletter 3, “Postcodes — These can range in
accuracy from very precise to very imprecise,



particularly in rural areas. In open country it is not
unusual for the postcode to be several hundred
yards from the waypoint. So freat postcode
locations with caution.” It wasn’t enough to deter
everyone, but those who tried postcodes as their
main data source found little but disappointment
and frustration.

As ever, there were many different systems in use
and Qs ever, some
worked well and others
didn't. It is safe to say
that there is no perfect
answer but regardless of
which method  you
choose, the better
prepared you are and
the easier day you will
have. CL90 rider Frank
Chapman sums it up nicely.

" | planned the route and put it on a roller and the
idea was that he (riding partner Paul Davis) would
provide emergency back up with his phone and a
satnav in his pocket for when | got us lost...... It
furned out that neither worked on the day, which
meant it was roller info only, so we really were
chuffed to get a silver after doing 188 miles.”

WAYPOINTS
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Many of the Woypom‘rs were corrled over fron"\ Ios‘r

year and a few have feafured in every edition of
Herefordshire on the Edge. In a reversal of 2019, the
most visited waypoint was the landmark Much
Marcle Garage, with its listed building status,
followed by Whitney Toll Bridge.

The least visited waypoints were 13 - Clifford's Mesne
and 14 - Pan Tod Beacon. We are planning a major
revision to this Southern part of the route for 2022.
We are delighted to say that there were few
problems with codeboard visibility this year #20 was
a little difficult as it was highly visible travelling South,
but not so easy to see fraveling North. We
understand what an important issue this is and we
will endeavour to maintain these high standards in
2022.

RESULTS AND AWARDS

A "full fat” set of results (in Excel format) has been
sent out with this newsletter.

As you can see from the simple summary only 60
medals were won, half of them were “Gold” and 19
of those came with a “Ragged Edge” ribbon. These
are the “Official” results, which are required for the
VMCC Western Region Road Trials Championship.
Herefordshire on the Edge 2021 is a qualifying round.

Summary of achievements 2021
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If we compare the 2021 results with those of 2019
(below), we can see, in 2021, a much lower drop-
out rate and a significant increase in Gold medals
and Ragged Edge ribbons. Is it getting too easy, or
are our enfrants getting bettere We certainly have
no plans to make it harder.

Summary of achievements 2019
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We will continue our policy of presenting medals
when entrants check-in at the finish. It may lead to
the odd mistake, but it is clearly popular with
finishers.



If that policy means you took home a slightly better
medal than your results merit, please don't fell
anyone and neither will we.

NEXT YEAR - 2022
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Herefordshire on the Edge 2022 will take place on
Sunday June 26t The event will have a similar
format to previous years and will use the same
start/finish venues. Hopefully we will infroduce some
improvements, including a You Tube video showing
entrants how fo fill in their cgﬁgﬂcorrecfl .

The main innovation for this year, the 150 ods
(when the rider’s age and the machine’'s age add

up to 150 or more), proved successful in attracting
olderriders on older machinery. A total of 11 medals
were presented in this category, and it will be
continued in a similar form in 2022.
A WEEKEND EXPERIENCE

We would like to offer entrants a whole weekend’s
experience and this year we held a trial event - the
Reservoir Runs - organised by Rob Woodford. These
were well attended with 10 riders at the Builth Wells
start on some splendid machinery, they were joined
by 4 others at the Owls Nest in Llandovery. There
wasn't a great deal of cross-over with Sunday'’s
“Edge” riders, but we are not disheartened and will
certainly run something similar in 2022.

A classic bike show is under consideratfion to take
place on the Saturday afternoon or evening on the
green at Leintwardine but a great deal of work
needs to be done if this to become a reality. We
would be pleased to hear your ideas on the kind of
event(s) that would encourage you to make a
weekend of it.

You will receive Regulations and an entry form for
Herefordshire on the Edge 2022 around the end of
the year. We hope we can count on your support
to make it the best ever.



SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

We would like to thank Lee motorcycles of Ledbury,
Brian Blandford Motorcycles and “Mitch” of AH
Mitchell for donating prizes for the event. Their
support is greatly appreciated.

We are grateful to The Lion at Leintwardine, who
once again allowed us the exclusive use of their
“Top” bar and provided the excellent special lunch
and afternoon menu and to the Travellers Rest for
allowing us inside office space and the use of their
car park for the start and finish.

Thanks also to Café Hay and to Sally’s Place at
British Camp for providing good homes for our
Cardinal Point punches and for keeping entrants
fed and watered.

OUR ORGANISING TEAM
Roger Bibbings and | would like to thank Tanya
Jeyasingham and Sue Pickering for running the
start/finish at Leintwardine and to Bolb Abberley for
doing the same at The Traveller's Rest. Thanks also
fo our team of Marshals who helped newcomers to
fathom the mysteries of filing in their route cards -
well done to Richard Caddick, Cath Sumner, Tom
Welch and Richard Williams. Special thanks to
Maggie McGladdery for untold hours of office work,
to Ray Whittaker who designs the event stickers and
last but by no means least, our erstwhile codeboard
putter-upperers and taker downerers, lan Taylor,
Bob Abberly and Richard Hale. It's true to say that
without you, the event could not take place.

THE ENTRANTS
The biggest thank you must go to you, our entrants,
who, along with your wonderful machines have
helped us to grow Herefordshire on the Edge into an
event of national significance. With your confinuing
support, we are sure to enhance its reputation.

St MICHAELS’S HOSPICE

We encouraged Herefordshire on the Edge 2021
entrants to raise funds for St Michael’s Hospice and
many have made generous donations on-line.

Some of you used the collection boxes at the start
and finish, for which we are very grateful, but if you
haven't donated and you enjoyed the event
please show your gratitude, by donating on-line. Its
so simple, you just click on this link
https://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/donate/
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VINTAGE MOTOR CYCLE CLUB
Herefordshire on the Edge 2021 was organised by
the Herefordshire and Mid-Wales section of the
Vin’ro Motor Cycle Club, (VMCC).

The section organises in excess of 40 rides and
events each year and meets informally on the 1

Thursday of each month at the Greyhound in Builth
Wells, LD2 3AR and the 3rd Thursday of each month
at the Moon Inn at Mordiford - HR1 4LW. You are
welcome to come along. On the 18th July we will be
holding our 3rd "Open to All" bike show — that means
all are welcome. No enftry fees, no pre-booking and
no restrictions. If it's got 2 (or even 3) wheels we
would like to see it. It's not a concourse event! There
will be prizes and a barbecue. Bikes need to be in
place b :30.m. Whe‘r] judging will start.

VINTAGE

Find us on n Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page - VMCC
Herefordshire & Mid-Wales section. Feel free to post
to it. If you post stuff on your own Facebook page,
please remember to link it to ours. If you're not sure
how to do it - ask your grandkids!

You should also check out our website, where you
will find our calendar of events and lots of details
about Herefordshire on the Edge.
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/
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