NEWSLETTER
Issue 3 – June 8th 2021
Editor Geoff McGladdery – herefordvmcc@outlook.com
Welcome to issue 3 of the event newsletter. It is sent only
to those who have previously entered, those who have
expressed an interest in entering and event supporters. If
you don’t wish to receive emails from us, please let me
know and I will remove you from the mailing list
immediately.

COVID 19
We are able to run the event on June 27th under
the current COVID recommendations in force in
England and Wales. We are not dependent on the
planned June 21st changes.

WAYPOINT LOCATION SCHEDULE & NOTES
You will receive your “Waypoint Location schedule”
and the “Guidance Notes” on or before June 13th.
If you do not receive them or you have any
questions, please contact Geoff McGladdery at
the email address above or by phone on 07588
559698.

THOUGHTS ON PLANNING YOUR ROUTE
There is no right, or indeed wrong, way to plan and
follow the route, but the better prepared you are,
the more enjoyable the day will be and the more
“Waypoints” you will reach. We identify the
“Waypoints” in 4 different ways. You may use any or
any combination of these to locate the waypoints.
1. Ordnance Survey Grid References – 6 figure grid
references. These can only be expected to place

you in a 100 metre square. They have been plotted
from 1:50,000 Landranger series maps..
2. Postcodes – These can range in accuracy from
very precise to very imprecise, particularly in rural
areas. In open country it is not unusual for the
postcode to be several hundred yards from the
waypoint. So treat postcode locations with caution.
3. DMM co-ordinates (degrees and decimal
minutes). These are expressions of latitude and
longitude and are the most accurate of the
descriptions. They can be used in “Google Maps”,
“Google Earth” and many satnavs.
4. What3words What3words is a proprietary
geocode system that is designed to identify any
location with a resolution of about 3 metres.
https://what3words.com
This system is used by many navigational apps. The
location of signing on at the Travellers Rest is
///something.renews.snapping and at The Lion at
Leintwardine is ///liberated.suckle.mystified
Descriptions – you will not be able to identify the
waypoints by these alone. They are there to provide
you with comfort and confirmation. If the
description really doesn’t support your map
reference or DMM co-ordinate, then you are
probably in the wrong place!
SATNAVS (including mobile Apps) - You are
welcome to use a Satnav or a mobile phone. The
latest versions allow whole routes to be
programmed in. Be sure you have a suitable
“weatherproof” unit
and power source,
although, of course,
it will not rain this
year! If you are
considering
a
mounting system for
your Satnav, you
might like to look at
the RAM range of
products.
I
can
highly recommend
this phone holder, it

has served me well in tough conditions for several
years.
1:50,000 ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS
Not the only way to plan the best route, but they will
definitely make your planning more effective and
help you to find the best roads. If you intend to
achieve Gold standard, you will need the following
maps:- 137, 148, 149, 150, 161 and 162.

To make the event as affordable as possible, we’ve
negotiated an additional 5% discount for section
members and for entrants to “Herefordshire on the
Edge” with Dash 4 it - the “on-line” map seller.

Simply use code VMCC at checkout which will
automatically take the 5% off. https://dash4it.co.uk/

FOLLOWING YOUR ROUTE
Obviously, if you are using a Satnav, then you just
need to ensure that you have enough power to
keep going for what could be a long day away
from civilisation. If you’re “hard wired” then you
shouldn’t have a problem, but if you are just using
the
device’s
battery, these
power packs
can be very
useful – they
can
also
charge
your
phone, tablet
or even laptop.
There are any
number to be
found on line,
ranging
in
price from £8
upwards.

A BIT OF CREATIVITY
Three times Gold medal winner John Munday uses
laminated OS map sections, enlarged to make
them easy to read. He fabricated this little lectern
arrangement from bits and pieces he found in his
shed and some handlebar “mirror mounts” found
on eBay.

More sophistacted versions are often seen on
machines competing in MCC long distance trials.

TANK BAGS AND ROUTE ROLLERS
Tank bags with “see-thru” panels are simple and
effective, or you might like to try a “ROUTE ROLLER”
or “ROUTE HOLDER”.

PLEASE TAKE EXTRA CARE
We want you to have fun on the event, but please
remember you are sharing small, often single track
roads, with other users, who have just as much right
to be there as you. Being an agricultural county, it
will
be
surprising if you
don’t
come
face to face
with at least
one of these!
No prizes for
guessing who’ll
come off worst. Horse riders and cyclists need to be
treated with care and courtesy too. We have never
had a reported accident or near miss, nor a
complaint
from
a
member of the public.
People will be curious
about you and your
machinery
and
interested to know
what you are doing. If
you
are
asked
questions, be generous
with your time and
make sure you leave a
good impression. If you are involved in any kind of
incident, please let us know when you finish.

START AND FINISH

Simple to use – A4 sheets just slip between the clear
plastic sleeves to provide reasonable weather
protection. They clip to 7/8” or 1” bars and are easy
to take on and off the bike. Available for £19.50 inc.
P&P by following this link.
https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/product/74/r
oute-holder

I do like a bit of “Shed Art”.
FOLLOW A LEADER
Perhaps the easiest and certainly the most popular
way of navigating the route is to follow someone
who has done all the hard work and knows exactly
where they are going! A perfectly legitimate
method, but if you are riding in groups, please try to
keep them small – we would urge you to travel in
groups of 5 as a maximum.

You can choose to start at either the Lion at
Leintwardine or the Travellers Rest at Ross-on-Wye,
but you must finish at the same point to qualify for
an award. If you have changed your mind about
your start/finish point, please inform us as soon as
possible. The start/finish points will be open for
signing on between 08:00 and 10:30 and will open
for finishers between 16:00 and 18:00. You may start
no earlier than 08:30 and finish at any time the
control is open. Breakfast is available at both starts,
but if you want a “Full English”, you must book in
advance. Bacon sandwiches and tea/coffee are

available without
Leintwardine.

booking

at

the

Lion

at

Instructions on how to fill them in will be on display
at the start and if you’re still not sure, just ask. It
would be a good idea to have a plastic bag to
keep these in and a pencil is still the most reliable
way of completing them.

AWARDS

At signing on, you will receive two event stickers.
Please ensure that they are attached to your bike
at all times during the event. They are “low tack”
and should not damage your paintwork.
You will also receive your codeboard checksheet,
on which you record the details of the codeboards
you have visited.

Awards will be presented when you finish.
To qualify for a BRONZE you must visit 10 waypoints
in addition to the Cardinal points.
For a SILVER you must visit 16 points in addition to the
Cardinal points.
For a GOLD you must visit 22 points in addition to the
Cardinal points.
Other than personal satisfaction, there is no award
for visiting all 30 points.
THE 150 AWARD
New for this year. A medal will be presented to
entrants whose age and
the age of their machine
equal or exceed 150. The
medals will be presented
as entrants leave the start
line. We are delighted
that we will be presenting
at least 10 of these awards
– Let’s hear it for the oldies!

Ragged Edge Ribbons

If you wish to qualify for a “Ragged Edge” ribbon,
you must visit all 4 “Ragged Edge” waypoints listed
in the schedule. You can win a “Ragged Edge”
ribbon at Gold, Silver or Bronze level.
The Ragged Edge waypoints are not technical and
all are passable with care on road tyres and have
been ridden in the wet.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE WAYPOINTS ARE
ALTERNATIVES TO THE ROAD WAYPOINTS. YOU DO
NOT NEED TO VISIT BOTH
We would like to thank the Downton, and
Kentchurch Estates who have given us special
permission to set up “Ragged Edge” waypoints on
their
roads. Please ride with care and
consideration, we would like to be invited back next
year! Kentchurch Court even has a “tea-room”
which you would be welcome to use.

You can be assured that the “Ragged Edge” track,

in the hills to the north of Hay is an undisputed public
right of way.

If you have any doubt about your machine or your
skills – then we suggest you don’t attempt to win a
“Ragged Edge”ribbon.
As per 2019, you wll find Cardinal poiint West at
Café Hay, right alongside the Oxford Road Car
Park. This is a “Pay” car park, but there are plenty of
spaces and it gives those of you who are planning
a more liesurely day to do some exploration in this
wonderful old Border Town.

PHOTOGRAPHER
Adie Turford of Adie’s Photography will once again
be at the event, taking pictures for our newsletter
and for future PR. You will be able to buy pictures of
you and your splendid machine via his website.
https://www.adiesphotography.co.uk/

SUPPORTERS AND SPECTATORS
Spectators and supporters are most welcome, but
they will not be able to ride/drive the Estate roads
of Downton, or Kentchurch, these are for entrants

only. We would also stress that you should not use
your supporters as your navigators.
If you want to see most of the bikes, The Lion at
Leintwardine, with its excellent food and its beautiul
riverside location would be an excellent choice. The
top Bar is reserved for Herefordshire on the Edge
and a special lunch menu is available. Many
entrants choose to take lunch here and you are
welcome to join them. If you would prefer a full
traditional Sunday Lunch, we suggest you book
directly with the Lion. Tel 01547 540203.

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-forapril-2021/
Waypoints are identified by Lat/long co-ordinates
and what3words.
If you need any assistance, please contact Rob
Woodford robwoodford1@hotmail.co.uk
OFF THE BIKE
The towns of, Hay-on-Wye, Hereford, Ludlow (the
“Foodie” capital of the Midlands, Ledbury, Malvern
and Ross-on-Wye, are all popular tourist destinations
and worthy of a visit. If you fancy something more
physical, the Malvern Hills offer wonderful walking
opportunities.
Pugh’s Auction house is holding one its legendary
classic bike and parts auctions on Saturday June
26th at their Hazle Meadows Auction centre
Ledbury, HR8, starting at 10:00 a.m.

A LITTLE SOMETHING FOR THE WEEKEND!
For those planning to make a weekend of it, there is
plenty to do both on and off the bike.
ON THE BIKE
Rob Woodford, with the assistance of Gary and
Gareth Jones has prepared a choice of splendid
routes starting from The Groe car park, Builth Wells,
LD2 3BG on Saturday June 26th "The Reservoirs runs”
offer you four routes to choose from, varying in
distance from the bronze route of 50 miles to the
Gold route of 154 miles. They provide an opportunity
to visit up to twelve reservoirs all set in the stunning
Mid Wales countryside, where the roads are quiet
and the hills are high. You can plot and navigate
the route yourself, starting and finishing where you
wish at whatever time you wish. If you prefer you
can follow a route leader from Builth – meet at 10:00
for a 10:30 start. If you choose this option, you must
advise Rob Woodford of your intention. Please do
not just turn up unannounced. The waypoints can
be found here on our section website.

You could snap up this tidy B40 and still have time
to register and insure it for Herefordshire on the
Edge2021! At the time of writing, you can attend this
auction in person, but COVID protocols may have
to be observed.

THE MACHINES AND THEIR ENTRANTS
With almost 3 weeks still to go, we have already
exceeded our 2019 total. A huge thank you to the
95 of you who have entered so far.
There are just a few slots left at Ross, so we would
politely ask any new entries to start and finish at
Leintwardine. Unlike previous years, we will not be
accepting entries on the day.

HOW OLD?
As usual, an amazing range of machines will cross
the start line, the oldest of which is Peter Cottrell’s
wonderful 1914 348cc 2 ¾ HP Humber, easily, the
oldest bike ever to enter our event.

Clearly now, a beautiful antique, this 107 year old
Humber is no trailer queen and was “cutting edge”
in its day. In June 1911, Percy Evans, a Birmingham
motorcycle dealer riding a similar machine
completed 4 laps in 3 hours 36 minutes to win the
first ever Junior TT. Owner Peter Cottrell tells us, “The
Humber won because it was the only machine that
could do 70 mph downhill at 3800 rpm on terrible 53
to 69 octane petrol.” To underline its superiority In
October 1911 Humber took the one/two hour and
50/100 mile records at Brooklands, with a best lap
62mph. It will be
great to see this
machine ridden
when
many
others from this
era remain silent.
We have 12
other pre-WW2
machines
entered,
including Gold
medal winning
Will Galliers on
his magnificent
1934
Manx
Norton.

THREE WHEELERS
Strong support this year from the advocates of the
third wheel - 10 so far including 4 Morgans – the first
time we have had entries from this most local of
marques. The oldest of the 4 is Tim Giddens’ 1931
Super Sports Aero.

Tim tells us that it has spent exactly half its life
dismantled in various sheds! He is slowly bringing it
back to its original 1931 spec and we look forward
to seeing it.
Of the conventional “combinations” it will be hard
to miss John and Julie Roach’s “Jolly Green Giant”.

The much modified Moto Guzzi is the ideal machine
to partner the special Watsonion 1+ ½ sidecar. It has
been part of their family life for more than 30 years

having taken them to countless raliies and touring
events.
SCOOTERS
Having seen just three scooters in 4 years, we have
nine entered for 2021. It will be facinating to see
how they perform.

Steve Grant’s 1965 Lambretta Li125 is not quite what
it seems. Now fitted
with a 5-speed box, a
225cc engine and a
front disc, it will be an
ideal machine.
Remember, scooters
were a common site in
50s and 60s ISDT
events,
performing
well above the pundits
expectations in the
most
challenging
terrain.
DIVERSITY RULES
We have 25 different marques entered to date, with
Honda being the most popular at14. We like Frank
Chapman’s 1968 Honda CL90, the smallest bike in
the field. We hope that Frank will have a successful
run and add weight to our belief that “smaller is
better”. (Apologies - we only have a”stock” shot of
a CL90 – below)

500 cc Gilera Saturno sport is a wonderful example
of the Italian industry’s work.

Nine BSAs are entered, making it the second most
popular marque jointly with Lambretta. Brian and
Janine Robins will bring their 1951 650cc BSA Gold
Flash, fitted with a chair as many were in the day.

As for countries of origin, it will come as no surprise
to find that over half the entry are British bikes
comfortably outnumbering the 22 Japanese and
the sixteen Italian machines. James Wiseman’s 1951

No Spanish machines and not a single MZ, Francis
Barnett, James or step-thru or moped in
sight……….…..what a shame.
Whatever you ride, we wish the very best of luck to
all of you who take the start line.

VMCC MEMBERSHIP
“Herefordshire on the Edge 2021” is organised by
the Herefordshire and Mid-Wales section of the
VMCC and would normally be limited to VMCC
members only. Non-members are invited to take
part in order to see at first-hand what the VMCC is
all about. Anyone joining the VMCC on the day will
have their non-member’s entry premium refunded.
The
VMCC
is
celebrating its 75th
birthday this year. It
has
more
than
13,000
members,
organises hundreds
of
events
each
month and is the
largest classic motor
cycle club in Europe.
Why not take a look
at the website to see what is on offer
https://vmcc.net/

St MICHAELS’S HOSPICE
We
encourage
everyone who enters
Herefordshire on the
Edge 2021 to raise
funds for St Michael’s
Hospice, There will be
collection boxes at
the start and finish,
but there are many
other ways you can
donate. Please take
time to look at their website. https://www.stmichaels-hospice.org.uk/

Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page – VMCC
Herefordshire section. Feel free to post to it. If you
post stuff on your own Facebook page, please
remember to link it to ours. If you’re not sure how to
do it - ask your grandkids!

SECTION WEBSITE
You can find almost everything you need to know
about our section and its activities on our website.
Why not take a look? All you need to do to find it is
click on this link .
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

ITS NOT TOO LATE TO ENTER
If all this gets you excited, it’s not too late to enter.
Entries will be accepted at the normal rate up until
midnight on Friday June 21st. You can download
event regulations and entry forms, from our section
website
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/herefordshireon-the-edge/
You may pay by cash, cheque, PayPal or bank
transfer and you may send your form electronically
– If you don’t have a scanner, just take a picture on
your phone and email that.

