
 

 

    HEREFORDSHIRE & MID-WALES 

SECTION NEWSLETTER 

 
……………Issue 61 - June 2021…………… 

Editor Geoff McGladdery  

 

PAST EVENTS 
 

Wed May 26th -10:00 Breakfast meet - The Nest, , 

Hereford Rd, Ledbury. 

A decent crowd travelled from far and wide to the 

Nest  to enjoy the sunshine, the chat and the food. 

 

John Macklin brought his Birmingham-built1957 Scott 

and Steve Sumner made the 60 mile round trip on his 

1928 500cc New Imperial.  

 
 

Thursday June 3rd 19:30 – Club night West - The 

Greyhound Hotel, 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR. 

 

A good turnout and some lovely bikes including 

William Galliers’ 1934 Norton International. Not only 

does it look superb, it makes a fabulous noise. 

Listening to the Norton snarl out of Builth, gave me a 

serious case of “bike-envy”. I want one! 

 

Tuesday June 8th 11:00 - Brunch ride-in - Woodlands 

Tea Room, Devil's Bridge. 

What a difference the weather makes, just a couple 

of weeks earlier a handful of wet riders huddled 

around the burger van, but great weather and the 

prospect of riding the wonderful Mountain road from 

Rhayader in bright sunshine, brought out a good 

crowd and some interesting bikes.  

These breakfast and brunch meets have proved very 

popular. They will definitely feature strongly in next 

year's section calendar.  

 
 

 



 

 

Wednesday, June 9th - H&H Classic and Collectors’ 

Bike auction - National Motorcycle Museum 

We featured three interesting “Vee” twins in issue 60, 

two rarer than rare Sparkbrooks and a 1937 

Matchless Model “X”. The newer and rarer of the 

Sparkbrooks, the 1914 model, made £44,840, whilst 

the 1912 model made a slightly disappointing 

£19,470. The Matchless with its Noxal chair made an 

underwhelming £29,500, whilst a 1929 AJS M1 “Vee” 

twin made £21,240. In issue 60-1 we looked at a Suzuki 

RE5 Rotary and a 1937 “in-line” 4 Indian. The Indian 

easily took top price of the day almost doubling its 

rather pessimistic estimate, to make an impressive 

£97,940. The 1975 RE5 – a US import with just the 

NOVA paperwork - made £7,080. Exactly the same 

price was paid for this “ready-to-ride” Suzuki GT750 of 

the same year. (Did the Greeves in the background 

come with it?) 

 
Prices were steady rather than spectacular with over 

16% of the 150 lots remaining unsold – a high figure 

for H&H. One of the unsold lots with a reserve of 

£60,000 was a 1955 Series “D” Vincent Black Prince 

with matching numbers and just two owners from 

new. This same machine with the same estimate 

failed to sell in H&H’s Dec 2020 auction and the last 

one that did sell at auction (Bonhams Dec 2020) 

made just £43,623. As long as vendors take over-

optimistic views of their machine’s value, without any 

reference to the market, their beloved bikes will 

never find new owners. Providing contrast to its 

heavy metal cousin, this highly original, but 

incompete 1954 Vincent Firefly made an impressive 

£4,130. 

 
The surprise of the day had to be the £11,210 a buyer 

coughed up to take home this “used” UK 

manufactured 1951 125cc Douglas Vespa. 

 
For the same sort of money, both a 1971 Kawasaki 

350 S2 and a 1973 Kawasaki 250 S1 could be sat in 

your garage! Both of them bright , shiny and ready to 

smoke out your neighbours. It just goes to show that 

“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”. All the above 

prices include buyers commission and the VAT on 

that comission. If you want to see the full results, take 

a look at the H&H website. 

 https://www.handh.co.uk/auction-results/ 

 

Sunday June 13th 10:00 for 10:30 – The Bob Bufton run 

- Bromyard Market Square, HR7 4BP. 

 
Organised by the Worcestershire section, this 

commemorative run was very well supported and 

thanks to Pete Howells’ excellent route, greatly 

enjoyed. These 3 Honda CBXs were spotted at the 

Shobdon coffee stop. 

 

https://www.handh.co.uk/auction-results/


 

 

.  

Thursday 17th June - The Moon Mordiford. Club Night. 

The "Navigation Challenge" was held over until later 

in the summer, but plenty turned up, as ever, on a 

wide range of machinery. 

Terry Pickering’s RE5 Suzuki is a rare sight on UK roads. 

Despite enlisting the help of US Apollo 14 astronaut 

Edgar Mitchell to market the RE5 and employing 

world famous stylist Giorgetto Giugiaro the Rotary 

was a spectacular commercial failure, with around 

5,000 emerging from the purpose built factory. Slower 

than the GT750, thirstier than anything in the Suzuki 

range and dogged by reliability issues, production 

ended in 1975. A decade later, US magazine 

‘Cycleworld’ declared it one of the ten worst bikes 

ever made. Those who have had the privelege to 

own or ride one might disagree! 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

The viability of any event listed below, is totally 

dependent upon the COVID protocols in place at the 

time. Please check the website and the latest issue of 

the newsletter before you set off. 

 

Wednesday June 23rd 10:00a.m. Breakfast meet - 

The New Strand - Church Road Eardisley. HR3 6PW 

Just meet up for breakfast, no organised ride. 

Choose your own route there and back. Ride (or 

drive) what you fancy and bring along a friend. 

Plenty of interesting roads and villages around 

Eardisley. 

 

Saturday June 19th  10:00 – Wednesday June 23rd 

19:00 - Brightwells Timed Online Auction of Classic 

Cars & Motorcycles. 

Although just 19 Machines feature in this catalogue,  

there seems to be something for everyone. This 

splendid 1921 Zenith Gradua Sporting Model C, 

powered by a 1000cc Jap motor, but without the 

benefit of anything resembling a brake, should be a 

whole heap of fun and with a lower estimate of 

£17,000, it won’t owe you any money if and when 

you come to sell it.  

 
 

 
Boring and bland it might be, but this1983 Honda 

CB400NB Super Dream, with an indicated 31,000 

miles and 12 months MOT looks like the ideal tool for 

riding in our area, and if you really have to go on a 

motorway, this 43 HP 6-speed twin will touch 100 mph 

and with twin discs at the front might stop somewhat 

better then the Zenith! 

This is a “Live on-line” auction and bidding for bikes 

ends on Wednesday June 23rd from 9:00 P.M. You 

can find the full catalogue on Brightwells website. 

https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/ind

ex/5141  

 

Friday June 25th from 9:30 a.m. - Pugh’s Auction 

Centre, Hazel Meadows, Ledbury HR8 2LP – 2 Day 

Sale of Vintage and Classic Motorcycles, Classic 

Cars, Spares, Car Spares, Literature, Clothing, 

Workshop Tools and Lathes – Lots 1 - 787  

 
The rare “cricket bat” Norton engine should set 

pulses racing. Norton’s first bevel drive OHC engne 

was introduced in 1927 and was immediately 

successful winning that years’ Senior TT. Ultimately, it 

proved unreliable and was upgraded in 1930 and 

the “criket bat” feature was no more. 

https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/index/5141
https://www.brightwellslive.com/timedauctions/index/5141


 

 

As always, there are hidden gems sprinkled 

throughout the catalogue – so if you don’t feel like 

attending in person, you can find a link to the on-line 

catalogue on their website.  

http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html 

 

Saturday June 26th  - Pugh’s Auction Centre, Hazel 

Meadows, Ledbury HR8 2LP – Sale of Vintage & 

Classic motorcycles,  motor cycle spares and motor 

cycle literature. – Lots 788 onwards. 

Ammanford VMCC member Gareth Jones is 

reducing his collection and has consigned some 

excellent bikes to the auction, not least of which is 

this imaculate 1976 Kawasaki Z900, restored using 

mainly original parts.  

A 1976 Z1 900, in similar condition made a 

spectacular £18,800 at the recent H&H auction. 

What can this one do? 

This 1968 BSA B44 motorcycle is from the same 

collection. Given the strong following for these Small 

Heath singles, it should command a good price. 

  
To see the complete catalogue go to HJ Pugh’s 

website  http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html 

 

Saturday  June 26th - "The Reservoirs run” The Groe 

car park Builth Wells, LD2 3B. 

A companion event for Herefordshire on the Edge 

2021, which will suit those who fancy a full weekend 

of riding. Entry is open to all, even those not entering 

Herefordshire on the Edge. 

There are four scenic runs to choose from varying 

from 50 to 154 miles. Visit up to twelve reservoirs set in 

stunning Mid Wales countryside. 

The Gold Route and the Silver Route South are led 

and will depart from the Groe Car Park in Built Wells, 

LD2 3BG at 10:30. These runs will both arrive at The 

Owls Nest in Llandovery Lower Rd, Llandovery, SA20 

0DJ at 1:00 - 1:30 pm for lunch. 

The Silver Route North begins at The Owls Nest and 

will meet the Gold and Silver South participants at 

1:00 - 1:30 pm for lunch with departure around 2:00 

pm.  

The Bronze Route  is a self-guided route around the 

Elan Valley and can be done at any time. For full 

details, call organiser Rob Woodford - 07847 098597  

or see the section website. 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-for-april-

2021/  

 

Thursday July 1st 19:30 – Club night West - The 

Greyhound Hotel, 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR. 

All existing and intending members welcome. No 

fixed agenda, just a chance to meet up with like-

minded others from all over our section. The food is 

good too. 

 

Saturday and Sunday July 3rd & 4th - Staffordshire 

County Showground, ST18 0BD. The International 

Classic Motor Cycle Show. 

Can’t remember when the last Stafford show was 

held, it seems like 100 years ago, but was probably in 

2019. Rumours abound that attendance will be 

limited to 4,000 each day (normally around 12,000), 

so you will need to order your tickets early. It seems 

unlikely that you will be able to pay at the gate.  

 
 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday July 2nd 3rd & 4th - 

Staffordshire County Showground ST18 0BD – 

Bonham’s Summer Sale.  

Always one of the year’s top auctions, the catalogue 

is brimming with rare and desirable machinery. 

Undoubtedly the star of the show is the 1946 AJS 

497cc, E90 Grand Prix racer. Popularly known as the 

“Porcupine” because of its spiky cyclinder head 

http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html
http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-for-april-2021/
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/events-for-april-2021/


 

 

finning, a similar bike took Les Graham to the first 

World 500cc championship in 1949. It remains the 

only 500cc twin (and the only AJS) ever to have won 

a world championship. 

 
I don’t respond well to Bonham’s flowery prose, but 

on this one oaccassion, I will leave it up to them. 

“………..Ultra-rare and of immense historical 

significance,” (this Porcupine) “……represents a 

possibly once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to acquire 

one of the most legendary of all Grand Prix racing 

motorcycles.” Guided at £250,000 - £300,000, it will 

attract bids from around the world. 

Almost as pretty, but at just 1% of the Porcupine’s 

guide price is this 1981 Benelli 250cc Quatro. Rare 

and exotic, these stunning little bikes attract 

attention wherever they go. I would be very surprised 

if it makes less than its upper estimate of £3,000.  

 
You can find the full catalogue for this 3-day auction 

here. https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/26514/#  

 

 
Great to see the return of our local autojumble. If 

you’ve never been, give it a try, you’ll be amazed at 

what you can find. 

 

Sunday July 11th - The Dams Run - Meet at The Cattle 

Shed Cafe, Penrhos Court, Lyonshall, Kington, 

Herefordshire HR5 3LH 10:30 - a great ride around 

the Elan Valley,  Mid-Wales and the Borders.   

 

Thursday July 15th – Club night - The Moon Mordiford. 

HR1 4LW - 7:00 p.m. This was to have been our bike 

show evening, but owing to the extension of the 

Covid restrictions, this has been re-scheduled for July 

22nd, so this will be the usual club night. A chance to 

show off your favourite bike, and get together with 

like minded people. 

 

Sunday 18th July - Founders Day - Stanford Hall, 

Stanford Rd, Lutterworth LE17 6DH  8:30am - 4:00pm 

It’s wonderful to see the return of this annual event 

organised by Leicestershire’s Taverner’s Section. This 

years theme is 75 years of the VMCC and 100 years 

of the Moto Guzzi. 

You are invited to come along and enjoy a wander 

around one of the best 1 day autojumbles with over 

300 stalls, see bikes being ridden round the arena or 

stroll along the avenue of clubs. You can even camp 

over on the Saturday night so you have a relaxed 

start to the Sunday event.  

 
For more information, check out the website. 

http://www.foundersday.co.uk/founders-day/  

 

Thursday July 22nd  - Annual Bike Show - The Moon 

Mordiford. HR1 4LW - 7:00 p.m re-scheduled from July 

15th . 

Our best attended event of the year. Come on your 

favourite bike or just come along to see the show. No 

entry forms, no entry fees, no fuss and no restrictions 

https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/26514/
http://www.foundersday.co.uk/founders-day/


 

 

as to what you can bring. Plenty of prizes, Barbecue 

and outdoor bar. 

 
 

UNDER £1000 
Another in our series which finds useable bikes, ready to 

ride away, with current V5Cs and  MOTs (where required) 

for less than £1,000 and all VMCC eligible (made before 

Jan 1st 1996). 

Its always possible to find a Yamaha XJ 600 Diversion 

that complies with our perameters, but its not always 

possible to find a good one.  

 

This 1995 model seems to fit the bill, with 6 months 

MOT, less than 38,000 miles on the clock, 2 new tyres 

and a Yoshimura exhaust, it doesn’t seem expensive 

at £830. These simple 8 valve OHC air cooled fours 

deliver 51 BHP through a 6 speed box and will 

eventually hit 115 mph. Renowned for being 

mechanically “bullet and idiot proof”, they have an 

excellent reputation. 

 
In continuous production since 1958 with output  

surpassing 100 million in 2017, the Honda Super Cub 

is not only the most produced motor cycle in history, 

it is the most produced vehicle in history. The vendor 

is asking £1,000 for this clean 1984 C90 with 10 months 

MOT.  

Both bikes are offered for sale on Facebook Market 

place, so don’t forget to haggle! 
NB - Prices are the advertised asking prices or actual 

selling prices and are correct at the time of writing, We 

have not verified any of the details vendors have used in 

their advertsiing – that must be your responsibility. 

 

WHEN WE WERE YOUNG – OR “THE OLDEN DAYS”, 

AS THE GRANDCHILDREN INSIST ON CALLING IT! 
Rick Blease – a South Cotswold Section member was 

kind enough to share this somewhat philosophical 

memory with us  “….When I was a young and not too 

knowledgeable lad of 20ish I came up through the 

RAC/ACU training scheme, via a 150cc Francis 

Barnett Plover, and a BSA M21, (I had to hide the log 

book on that one as mum & dad said I couldn’t have 

I larger bike than a 350!). Let’s face it, any 350 is faster 

than an M21! At 21 I found a BSA 500 Shooting Star in 

cafe racer trim - all the goodies - clip on bars, swept 

back pipes, Goldie silencers, rear sets. The business, 

or so I thought.  

After a few weeks I decided, with the advice of one 



 

 

of our lads from the Abbey cafe troop in Bath, that 

the tappets needed adjusting so I set too and did 

them. They all seemed very tight, which was a bit 

weird. Not many days later, looking cool, with the 

girlfriend of the time on the back, I overtook an E 

Type Jag. The bike went onto one cylinder and lots 

of horrible noises quickly followed. When I got home, 

I stripped the head off - you know what’s coming 

don’t you – yes, a big hole in a piston and lots of bits 

of broken valve embedded in it! Did a strip down,  

new big end shells, camshaft as that was obviously 

worn hence no valve clearances as bought. All back 

together and after six months abuse, I was travelling 

home, having been to Brands Hatch for the 

Hutchinson 100 meeting……… Big Bang…..a hole in 

the crank case with Conrod sticking through! 

Another strip down. Had a talk with local engineering 

workshop, Beales of Bath, who checked the crank 

over and asked if I’d checked the timing side 

bearing when I had motor down before, because 

that’s what caused this blow up. I built it up with 

second hand crankcases and new mains both sides 

and it stayed together until I sold it much later. If only 

we knew then what we know now, but we live and 

learn - isn’t that what life is all about?  

 

VMCC AREA REPRESENTATIVE FOR WALES 
Following the resignation of Richard Williams, we are 

still seeking a volunteer for this important post. If you 

have a passion for the future of the VMCC in Wales 

(and Herefordshire), please consider volunteering. 

Feel free to contact Richard Williams to find out more 

about the role penvelo@outlook.com 

 

CWMPAS” RIDE 
Cliff Osenton, Banbury resident, but section regular,  

just completed the Cwmpas ride and tells us ........"I 

completed all 32 checkpoints over x3 days with 

added camping on my old TT600 - all 640 miles. The 

ride was very demanding 260 miles on Wednesday, 

230 Thursday & 150 Friday, with the first two days 

being 11 hours of riding & my bum had had enough 

by today. It really was a choice between pictures & 

completing the ride, pity as it was so scenic............" 

 
 

 
West Wilts White Horse Challenge organiser Peter 

Fielding visited the last 3 of the 32 Cwmpas locations 

last week and tells us ………”I did about 540 miles 

during the week and rode over 5 days on routes I had 

already planned for a holiday originally scheduled 

for 2020 . Happily, they required little modification to 

embrace the 2021 Cwmpas locations.“   

Thanks to Cliff and Peter for the words and pictures. 

If you fancy doing some or all of this ride yourself you 

can find all the details here on our website.  

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/current-year/ 

 

A BUM DEAL? 
Another offering in the eternal search for comfort on 

long rides – the “Motorcycle 3D cushion” is available 

from Apple dogs for £19.99 plus P&P. 

https://www.appledogs.co.uk/  

 

mailto:penvelo@outlook.com
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/current-year/
https://www.appledogs.co.uk/


 

 

We have never tested one and never had one in our 

hands, so we make no recommendations. If you 

have used anything that improves your seat comfort, 

then don’t be shy, let us know. 

 

HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE EDGE 2021 – SUNDAY 

JUNE 27th 

 

Preparations fo the big day have gone well. We have 

95 entrants at the moment and we are full-up for Ross 

starters. There are spaces at the Leintwardine start.  

We have an amazing range of machinery, with the 

oldest being Peter Cottrell’s 1914 2¾ HP Humber, one 

of 6 pre-1930 machines.  

 
As part of our strategy to encourage older machines 

(and riders) we have introduced the “150” medal for 

entrants whose age when added to the age of their 

machine is 150 or more. We are delighted to report 

that we will be making ten of these awards this year. 

The average age of bikes is 55 and the average age 

of our rider/drivers is a sprightly 

64. The average capacity of 

the machines is a lardy 530cc, 

with the smallest being Frank 

Chapman’s CL90 Honda and 

the largest being 1172cc, an 

honour being shared by Dave 

Anscombe and Bob Ashwin in 

their Morgan F4s. Dave Anscombe’s F4 is a veteran 

of many long distance trials, so he should have no 

problem gaining a “Ragged Edge” ribbon. 

Having never had a Morgan entry before, we are 

delighted to have no less than 4 this year amongst a 

contingent of 10 three-wheelers. 

It’s a similar picture with scooters where we have had 

just 4 starters in previous years, but no finishers. With 

10 Lambrettas entered this year, all with experienced 

well-travelled riders, we hope to be awarding medals 

to the small-wheeled brigade. 

26 marques are represented with Honda being the 

most popular with 15.  

We are delighted to welcome back Colin Durnall 

and his 1937 350 Red Panther. Colin amazed 

everyone in 2019 by riding from his home in 

Wolverhampton, completing the Gold medal 

schedule and then riding back home. Who needs 

rear suspension, 100 BHP, disc brakes and Satnavs?

If you would like to come out and watch; all the bikes 

must stop at the  Café Hay - Oxford Street Car Park 

Hay-on-Wye, British Camp and The Lion in 

Leintwardine High street. For a full list of all the  

waypoints take a look here on our website. 

 https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/waypoints-

2021/  

 

 
Updates and other stuff can be found on our 

Facebook page – Feel free to add your views.  

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire 

 

SECTION WEBSITE  
You can find almost everything you need to know 

about our section and its activities on our website.  

Why not take a look? All you need to do to find it is 

click on this link . 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/waypoints-2021/
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/waypoints-2021/
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

