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PAST EVENTS 
“Cwmpas” 2021 – opened May 1st 

On April 1st Ceridigion County Council placed an 

emergency road closure order on a section of the 

mountain road from Abergwesyn to Tregaron 
(marked in red below). “Cwmpas” waypoints 9 is on 

the section. 

 
The closure  is for “Poor road surface conditions” and 

was originally just for 24 hours, but 6 weeks later the 

road closed notices remain at both ends of the road. 

Several of us have ridden the section and it Is easily 

passable on a motor cycle. It could be challenging 

in a car or a 3 wheeler, but the damage is at the 

western end and after the YHA hostel (waypoint 9), 

so you could approach and leave from the Eastern 

end without a problem. 

 

Tuesday May 11th  - Café Hafan, Tregaron SY25 6JL. 

Brunch ride-in. 

The weather saved its worst for when we were safely 

tucked under the porch at the Café Hafan.  

A handful of brave souls ventured out and were 

rewarded with an excellent day’s riding mostly in 

bright sunshine. A small group made their way home 

via Cwmystwyth and the café at the Elan Valley 

visitor centre. The minted lamb pasties come highly 

recommended! 

 

Wed, 12th May 2021 12:00 H&H on-line live auction.  

The two Autocycles covered in issue 60, the Coventry 

Eagle Auto Ette and the rougher Exclesior Autobyk, 

made £920 and £370 respectvely and a very original 

looking 1958 Phillips/Power Pak Autocycle made an 

impressive £483, reflecting the strong interest in these 

quirky, post-war, “ride to work” machines.   

 
Norton Commandos don’t come across the block 

very often and when they do, they command (sorry 

for the pun) strong prices, particularly when 

compared to their period British competitors, but this 

1972 Norton Commando LR, apparently in excellent 

condition, defied the trend and sold for a lowly 

£5,290. The “LR” in the description stands for “Long 

Range” and was an attempt by Norton to improve 

the fuel range of the Commando for markets like 

Australia and parts of the USA. It wasn’t a popular 

derivative and it seems that only around 400 were 

ever made. On the positive side, this Commando 

was fitted with electronic ignition and had been 

converted to belt-drive primary. On the less-than-

positive side, it had been converted to single carb 

presumably to extend the bike’s range even further. 

All of the original parts came with the bike, including 

the twin carbs.  

Whilst cheap, the Commando wasn’t the bargain of 

the day, that accolade surely had to go to the 1989 

Yamaha FZR1000REXUP.  

Regarded in its day as the world’s finest sports 

production motorcycle, these 145HP beauties could 

propel you to almost 170 mph and stop you from 100 

mph in just 37 metres! This example had 59,000 miles 

on the clock and hadn’t turned a wheel since 1998, 

but at £1,495, it was a whole lot of bike for no money.   

  

Thursday May 13th. Brightwells Timed Online 

Auction of Classic Cars & Motorcycles. 
All prices include buyers’ commission and VAT on that 

commission 

A computer glitch caused the auction to be 

suspended and re-scheduled to finish on Monday 

17th. According to Brightwells it was due to “Amazon 



 

 

Server connection issues.” Bad news for those with 

‘Bidders remorse’ as it looks like their earlier bids had 

to stand. 

Top price of the day - £8,866 was paid for this 

handsome 1965 BSA A65 “Lightning”.  Thought to 

have been in “Clubman” trim all of its life, it did look 

the part. 

Of the bikes covered in issue 60, the 1926 350 OHV 

L26 BSA made a respectable £6,235 and the 125cc 

Dalesman Trials bike made £1,373. As John Harding 

pointed out this actual machine in identical 

condition sold for £575 in 2009, so here, we have an 

excellent opportunity to see what might have 

happened to our investment in the intervening 11 

years. Its value has increased by an impressive £798 

or 139%. If you had invested the same amount in the 

FTSE 100 (The 100 largest companies on the UK Stock 

exchange) you could have expected a return of 

around £100. If you had invested it in the best savings 

accounts, you might just have made a return of 

approximately £150.  

THAT’S IT – JUST INVEST IN OLD BIKES! 

Let’s not get carried away here, this is just one bike 

and we have not considered ownership costs, 

inflation or taxation rates (and, you will be relieved to 

read, nor will we). There are all sorts of other issues to 

consider. Different sectors of the classic bike market 

behave in different ways, some sectors like post-1970 

Japanese machines have done very well in the past 

5 years, but if you are a Vincent “V” twin owner, you 

will almost certainly have seen its value fall in the last 

2 years. Variables like scarcity, condition, originality 

and real provenance play a huge part in establishing 

the market price for any machine – all potential 

minefields for the prospective buyer. It is certainly not 

the place of our humble periodical to offer 

investment advice, but it is interesting to look at this 

one-off example. 

 

Sunday May 16th – Hundred House car park LD1 5RY, 

10:00 for 10:30 - Our first ever Trail ride.  

What a fabulous day and what a wonderful turnout 

– 19 bikes in all, despite a grim weather forecast. 

 
Organiser Paul Farley gives us his view of how it all 

went………  

“In 2019, I’d planned an easy trail ride for VMCC 

members. This was to give them a taste of riding 

motorcycles on green roads.  The ride had been 

postponed until May 2021, when COVID restrictions in 

Wales were lifted but it looked like it would be 

thwarted again by a terrible weather forecast for the 

Sunday.  

PHONE NOT WORKING 

Having not heard anything from Geoff, I assumed 

everyone was happy to go ahead however it wasn’t 

until we met on the Sunday, that I discovered people 

had tried to call us, but our phone wasn’t working! 

Sunday dawned with a few early showers and 

contrary to the forecast, quickly dried up as the cold 

front cleared to the east giving a cool, cloudy but 

rain free day. 

A WIDE RANGE OF BIKES 

The start point at Hundred House quickly filled with 

vans, trailers and there was even a camper van 

however many participants chose to ride over. There 

was a wide range of bikes from a 1950’s Triumph 

Trophy, to 1950’s and 60’s trials bikes and 1980’s and 

90’s Japanese trail bikes. There was even an 

interesting home built machine powered by a lawn 

mower engine and a 650 Yamaha powered EML 

sidecar outfit.  

 



 

 

 
Three lady riders took part, one of whom – Lizzie 

Atkinson - was braving her first experience of being 

ballast in the Yamaha outfit. 

John Macklin’s very shiny Bantam Bushman refused 

to start but John joined the ride later only to suffer 

more mechanical gremlins, he did at least get the 

tyres muddy.  

 
Riders set off in groups of six, the gently ‘coerced’ 

leaders being supplied with a route guide for the sixty 

mile circuit.  It later appeared some of the planned 

route was missed out, due to break downs and 

unfamiliarity with the less well known lanes, but this 

didn’t appear to detract from the overall enjoyment. 

 

SLIPERY GOING AND WATER-FILLED RUTS 

The lanes, mainly Byways and Unclassified Roads, 

were all fairly easy although the heavy rain in 

previous days made the going slippery and the ruts 

full of water. The first Byway, Giants Grave was a bit 

tricky as the four wheel drive ruts had been filled with 

loose stone which hadn’t bedded down resulting in 

a bouncy ride.  

 
Riders took a rest stop at the new  burger van on the 

A44 at the entry to the Water-Break-Its-Neck Byway 

and then slithered up this well-known lane with its 

fabulous views towards Llandrindod and beyond. 

Rob Woodford and Gareth Jones made the trip 

across in Rob’s new Kawasaki Mule and kindly 

opened the gates. Geoff’s magneto gave up the 

ghost,  luckily near the tarmac and he then made 

use of John Nash’s outfit for the return to collect his 

van. Must have been cosy! 

After joining the A488, the route later turned right 

taking in two Byways starting from Pye Corner and 

traversing the hills passing the newly erected wind 

farms to exit at the golf course near Llandrindod, and 

then following the back lanes to Howey village and 

the A483. 



 

 

 
My group, consisting of Chris and Cath Harvey 

(below, looking at home on her Cub), Pete Dixon, 

Roger Bibbings and Maggie Smith rode all the lanes 

apart from Roger who sensibly departed for the long 

ride back to Malvern after we reached Howey 

village.  

Two more Byways were ridden, Cwmbach Club Lane 

and the Byway passing The Hanson quarry at Builth. 

All were wet but easy and the final UCR, running past 

Tremain Farm was very slippery. We then exited onto 

the A481 and for our return to Hundred House. 

Judging by the chat in the car park everybody 

enjoyed the day,  good news as for some this was 

their first experience of trail riding.” 

THANKS TO PAUL FARLEY AND MAGGIE SMITH 

Our thanks go to Paul Farley (below) and Maggie 

Smith, who spent many hours planning and proofing 

the ride. Watch this space, as further VMCC trail ride 

outings are being discussed. We hope that they will 

become a feature of our section’s future riding 

calendar. 

The demand for this kind of event is clearly there, Cliff 

Osenton came all the way from Banbury to ride, John 

Webb brought his outfit from Pembrokeshire and 

Herefordshire on the Edge regular Kevin Brown who 

was unable to commit to the whole day made the 

160 mile round trip just to see what it was all about. 

 
 

Sunday 23rd May – Starting from Dom's Bike Stop and 

Crossgates services – “The Roof of Wales” ride 

Unlike the previous Sunday’s forecast, this one was 

much more accurate. The serious rain held off until 

Llanidloes, but high winds were with us all day and 

temperatures struggled to reach double figures.  

Seven riders and a pillion (Tom Richards), trussed up 

like trawlermen tackled the ride. It was too wet and 

cold to get the camera out on the road, but we did 

make it in time for tea and cakes at the Unicorn in 

Llanidloes. A rather damp Mick Smith is enjoying one 

of their excellent large scones! 

 
 

Sunday 23rd May 2021 – The “Distinguished 

Gentlemen’s Ride.”  

Steve Sumner was unable to make it to Shobdon and 

I’m not sure how many others ventured out for the 

DGR, but John Macklin and his beautiful 1927 Scott 



 

 

made it to the Green man and then onto the airfield 

café. Photo received – sticker on its way! If anyone 

else made it during the day, please send us a photo. 

 

 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 

The viability of any event listed below, is totally 

dependent upon the COVID protocols in place at the 

time. Please check the website and the latest issue of 

the newsletter before you set off. 

 

Wed May 26th -10:00 Breakfast meet - The Nest, 

Little Verzons Farm, Hereford Rd, Ledbury, HR8 2PZ. 

Just meet up for breakfast, no organised ride. 

Choose your own route there and back. Bring some 

friends and ride what you fancy. The Nest is famous 

for its Scotch Eggs – Try one, you know you’ll like it! 

The forecast is for sun and NO rain – how weird is 

that? 

 

Thursday June 3rd 19:30 – Club night West - The 

Greyhound Hotel, 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, LD2 3AR. 

All existing and intending members welcome. No 

fixed agenda, just a chance to meet up with like-

minded others from all over our section. 

Tuesday June 8th 11:00 - Brunch ride-in - Woodlands 

Tea Room, Devil's Bridge. 

No organised ride, choose your own route there and 

back., although if you didn’t make the “Roof of 

Wales” ride, which started from Leominster and 

Crossgates, you might like to find out what you 

missed. It stopped for brunch at the Woodlands too. 

You can find the routemap here on our website.  

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/upcoming-

events/  

 

Wednesday, June 9th - H&H Classic and Collectors’ 

Bike auction - National Motorcycle Museum, B92 0EJ. 

Auction commences 12:00. 

H&H hope that this will be a face to face auction and 

viewing is planned for the morning of the sale from 

09:00 – 12:00 

In addition to the splendid early “V” twins we 

featured in issue 60, the catalogue is packed full with 

things of beauty and wonder, so you should take a 

look on their website if you want to browse 

everything on offer  https://www.handh.co.uk/  

Picking out a few is not easy, but here goes……… 

Let’s start with Suzuki’s ultimately flawed glimpse into 

the future – The RE5 Rotary.  

 

First launched in 1974 in a blaze of publicity, headed 

by Apollo 14 Astronaut, Edgar Mitchell, the RE5 

attracted huge publicity but few customers, with less 

than 5,000 being sold in its 2 year production life, 

Despite Cycle World’s coruscating retrospective 

review In 1985 “….expensive, over-complicated, 

underpowered, and hideous…..” the bike has 

retained some mystique and has a strong attraction 

for collectors. This early example is a US import, but 

has the all-important Nova certificate. Guided at 

£6,000 - £7,000 it should find a new home. 

Arguably the star of the show, is this 1937 1265cc 

Indian Four-437. A direct successor of the famous 

Henderson in-line fours, it suffered a similar fate to the 

Suzuki RE5, selling in small quantities and building an 

unenviable reputation for unreliability.  

 
Still one of the more collectable Indians and guided 

at £45,000 - £50,000, I would love to have it in my 

garage. 

 

Sunday June 13th 10:00 for 10:30 – The Bob Bufton run 

- Bromyard Market Square, HR7 4BP. We are guests of 

Worcestershire section for this popular ride.  

 

Thursday 17th June - The Moon Mordiford. HR1 4LW 

19:00 Club Night. 

Will include a "Navigation Challenge" with prizes for 

on-time finishers. Riding is not compulsory.  All existing 

and intending members welcome.   

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/upcoming-events/
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.handh.co.uk/


 

 

Saturday June 26th  - Pugh’s Auction Centre, Hazel 

Meadows, Ledbury HR8 2LP – Sale of Vintage & 

Classic motorcycles,  motor cycle spares and motor 

cycle literature. 

Entries are being accepted and the closing date is 

June 10th. It looks like a return to the “normal” format 

of two rings on the same day and “in person” 

bidding. 

 

Saturday and Sunday July 3rd & 4th - Staffordshire 

County Showground, ST18 0BD. The International 

Classic Motor Cycle Show. 

Can’t remember when the last Stafford show was 

held, it seems like 100 years ago, but was probably in 

2019. This one looks set to go ahead, so put the date 

in your diary and fill your boots! 

 
 

Saturday & Sunday July 3rd & 4th - Staffordshire County 

Showground ST18 0BD – Bonham’s Summer Sale.  

Always one of the year’s top auctions, the catalogue 

for this one is building up nicely with a number of rare 

Vincents already included. Guided at £35,000 to 

£45,000 this 1937 Series A, HRD Comet is a proper 

head-turner. The current owner undertook a 

complete restoration which was finished in early 2009 

– just in time to take the “Best Post-Vintage machine” 

award at the April Stafford show. After a few 

shakedown miles, the HRD was placed on display at 

the Lakeland Motor Museum. Where it has remained 

since. 

 
 

UNDER £1000 
Another in our series which finds useable bikes, ready to 

ride away, with current V5Cs and  MOTs (where required) 

for less than £1,000 and all VMCC eligible (made before 

Jan 1st 1996). 

The pretty Francis Barnett Plover featured in issue 60 

sold for just £770 this time round. You may recall that 

it sold for £904 back in Feb ’21, but the winning bidder 

failed to complete. A runner, with a V5, it has to be 

the best value for money machine we have ever 

featured. 

This 1970 Suzuki ACC 100, advertised on eBay could 

be another bargain. Scruffy, but a runner and 

complete with a V5C, this is a collectable machine. 

The basic A100 models had an acceptable 

performance for a 2-stroke single and could propel 

an enthusiastic owner to 60 mph (perhaps with a little 

assistance from gravity and/or wind). The tweaked 

ACC version (and its sister ASS) could get close to 70 

mph – a quite prodigious performance for a tiddler. 

Its street scrambler looks were just that – looks - and 

the ACC was not an off-roader, but weighing in at a 

mere 83kg, it was a superb little machine. Produced 

in small numbers between 1970 and 1972, they are 

rare and sought after. This one had to be a bargain 

at £950.  I suspect it is more likely to be restored than 

ridden. 

The CB500 is yet another of Honda’s seemingly 

inexhaustible range of excellent middleweights. They 

have a legendary reputation for reliability and are a 

genuine “do-it-all” machine. A six speeder, with fine 

handling, it boasts 57bhp and can propel its rider to 

120 mph.  This one is for sale on Gumtree and dates 

from 1993. It has a V5C, an MOT until November and 

52,000 miles on the clock. At £900, with new chain, 

sprockets and tyres, it’s almost not worth haggling. 



 

 

NB - Prices are the advertised asking prices or actual 

selling prices and are correct at the time of writing, We 

have not verified any of the details vendors have used in 

their advertsiing – that must be your responsibility. 

 

HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE EDGE 2021 – SUNDAY 

JUNE 27TH  
As the old 

adage goes - 

“Be careful what 

you wish for”. 

After seeing just 

three scooters in 

the whole history 

of the event, we 

now have a magnificent eight for 2021! Steve Grant’s 

beautiful 1965 Li 125, is not all it seems. The lacklustre 

standard 125cc mill has been replaced by a much 

perkier 225cc version and a close look at the picture 

will reveal a performance silencer and a front disc 

brake. 

 
Despite its good looks, performance parts and period 

extras, this is no trailer queen. Steve tells us, “The 

furthest I have been on it is Slovenia, and I've also 

ridden it to Italy, Germany, France, Switzerland 

amongst other European countries as well as various 

UK destinations.” Impressive (Ed). 

Entries continue to pour in and with more than a 

month to go, they stand at a magnificent 88. Our 

target is 100 and we will close the list at 124. 

We now have nine 3-wheelers including four 

Morgans - Dave Anscombe’s well-travelled 1937 F4 

amongst them. Sadly we’ve yet to receive Dellboy’s 

entry form. 

  
Brian and Janine Robins will tackle the route on their 

1951 BSA 650cc Goldflash  with its delightful “Monza” 

chair.

 
The range of machinery never ceases to amaze us. 

Trevor Pritchard’s 1968 175cc Ward’s  Benelli 

“Scrambler” looks like it was made for the job.

 
These Benellis were sold in America under the “Wards 

Riverside” logo by well known Mail-order company - 

Montgomery Ward. Trevor tells us that “This machine 

was imported by DK motorcycles, then bought by a 

guy in Derby who never got round to restoring it. I 

bought it and brought it back to life.” 

Neil Kerr, who entered a Rudge in 2019 is bringing his 

splendid 1936 Triumph T90. He acquired it in a 

complete but dilapidated state in early 1990, but 

sold it, still unrestored to  a friend, Graham White, in 

1992 

 
Graham, did an excellent job restoring the bike 

mechanically, but due to ill-health, got little use from 

it. Neill bought the bike back again in 2016. 

Neil tells us that,  “…..It is a very early T90, made in 

1936 but is a 1937 model…………It’s a lovely solid old 



 

 

thing with a very good turn of speed and is a delight 

to ride.” 

Presteigne’s Mike Hunting, more usually seen on his 

trusty Triumph will ride this good looking 1979 BMW 

R100T, one of just two “Boxer” twins entered so far.  

 
Jonathan and Josephine Parkes will return again on 

their handsome 1971, 750cc Moto Guzzi V750 

Ambassador, whilst Andrew Sumner and his 

enigmatic pillion “Ted Biggles” will once again try to 

coax “Chuffa”, their 1928  New Imperial Model 7 to a 

medal finish. Whoever you are and whatever you 

ride, we wish you every success. 

 
 

PRINTING – STILL LOOKING FOR HELP 
It would be wonderful to find someone who could 

help us with the printing of Herefordshire on the Edge 

2021 documents. The ink costs, using a home printer, 

are a real burden for the event. We have the 

relevant files and can let you have them 

electronically. If you think you might like to help us 

out, please contact Geoff McGladdery on 

herefordVMCC@outlook.com or call 07588 559698 

 

VMCC AREA REPRESENTATIVE FOR WALES 
Following the resignation of Richard Williams, there 

have been no volunteers for this important post. If 

you have a passion for the future of the VMCC in 

Wales (and Herefordshire), please consider 

volunteering. Feel free to contact Richard Williams to 

find out more about the role penvelo@outlook.com 

 

CWMPAS” AND “COMPASS” RIDES 
The badges have arrived! A badge and a sticker will 

be awarded to every entrant and a certificate will 

acknowledge the standard achieved. You can find 

all you need to know about these events here on our 

website. 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/current-year/ 

 
 

 
Updates and other stuff can be found on our 

Facebook page – Feel free to add your views.  

https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire 

 

SECTION WEBSITE  
You can find almost everything you need to know 

about our section and its activities on our website.  

Why not take a look? All you need to do to find it is 

click on this link . 

https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/ 

mailto:herefordVMCC@outlook.com
mailto:penvelo@outlook.com
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/current-year/
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire
https://herefordmidwalesvmcc.org/

