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£11,179. Military pieces like this with real provenance
are highly prized. The overseas buyer is probably
very happy with the price.

All prices include commission and the VAT on that
commission. The full results will be on Pugh’s website
early next week.

FUTURE EVENTS
Wednesday, 25th November 2020 - 12:30 - H&H Live
on-line auction
A very small catalogue for this one, but it does
contain this rare and highly original 1955 175 cc
Heinkel scooter. UK registered, with keys and V5C, It
is guided at a rather heady £2,000 - £3,000.

……………Issue 54 - 2 – NOVEMBER 2020……………
Editor Geoff McGladdery

IMPORTANT NOTICE
All planned events listed here are expected to take
place, but there is absolutely no guarantee that
they will. Therefore the dates are for planning
purposes only. We will continue to update the
calendar, based firmly on government guidelines at
the time and any supplementary advice from the
VMCC. You can be assured that the health and
welfare of section members will be our only priority.

PAST EVENTS
Saturday Nov 21st - H.J. Pugh, Ledbury. Sale of
Vintage and Classic Motorcycles, British spares,
projects, collectables and petroliana.
A bumper catalogue of 130+ machines was on
offer. The two Triumphs featured in issue 54-1 made
solid if unspectacular prices. The ’67 matching
numbers Daytona T100R made £5,425 and the ’72
Triumph T120 £6,357. Both machines looked good
value for the money. The ’91 Kawasaki KLE 500
looked fair value at £1,096. The 3 mid-century British
bikes covered in issue 54, the ‘56 swinging arm
Panther M100, the ‘47 rigid 350cc OHV Ariel Red
Hunter and the ‘49 Scott Squirrel made £4,658,
£5,042 and £6,576 respectively. The prices were
somewhere near expectations, although the Scott
might have been expected to make a little more.
Too close to Christmas? Too many auctions? Covid
fatigue? This on-line auction lacked fizz, with not too
many surprises.
If it was “The real deal,” then this 1941 Ex-WWII 600cc
Zundapp Boxer twin outfit underachieved at

The new owner of this post-war Norton Model 18 had
a good day too, paying just £5,042 for a very
attractive late forties beauty. Made as an interim
model, it has the pre-war looks that would normally
fetch a much higher price. Described as “Fully
restored, engine and gearbox completely rebuilt.
Just needs oil and timing up.” If you were of the
cynical persuasion, you might just wonder, if that
was alll that was needed, how could the owner resist
the temptation to fire it up? Could you?

to view the complete catalogue, follow this link .
https://www.handh.co.uk/auction/search/?au=492
Friday & Sat 11th & 12th Dec. - Bonhams “Winter” Sale
including The National Motorcycle Museum Reserve
Collection - Bicester Heritage (The Rescheduled
Autumn Sale)
If you’re a Barry Sheene or a Percy Tait fan then,
Friday’s auction is for you. Amongst a raft of personal
effects and memorabilia, you
can find Sheene’s 1977 AGV
X3000
prototype
helmet
decorated with his trademark
‘Donald Duck’ emblem and
the iconic ‘Barry Sheene’
lettering. Described as “raceworn with paint loss.” It is
guided at £3,000 - 5,000.

You could buy a set of Percy
Tait’s leathers or bid on one of his
TT replicas. This one is for his
second place finish in the 1975
“Classic” TT. If you don’t fancy
£500 - £600 worth of TT replica on
your mantlepiece, there are a
host of his other trophies and
awards from the fifties through to
the seventies. My favourite piece
would be Percy’s own copy of
‘Mike the Bike again’, with
Hailwood’s
handwritten
inscription reading “To Percy &
Di, You taught me everything I
know!! Lots of Luv Mike”…..Dear
Santa, please……
There are some excellent bikes in
the Friday sale too, all from the
National Motor Cycle Museum’s “Reserve”
Collection. Amongst a cluster of interesting Nortons,
this correct looking ‘74 829CC John Player
Commando stands apart. Only 200 were ever made
and very few survive in this condition. If you’re a
Commando collector, this is the pinnacle.

Saturday’s spectacular sale is a real “wallet
emptier”. Put aside the veritable traffic jam of
Broughs and Vincents, try to ignore the six (yes 6)
Ariel square fours and you’ll still find some fantastic,
historic and possibly even affordable machinery.
The Suzuki T125 “Stinger” is fast becoming iconic and

now might be a good time to pick one up. Guided
at £3,000 - £3,500 this excellent example is a US
import, but comes with V5C.

This 1929 Twin Port Model 25 Cotton has been
offered for sale before, but now seems to have a
more sensible guide price (£3,000 - £5,000), with a
reserve somewhere between these 2 figures.
Complete with V5C and fitted with the rarer and
better 500 cc JAP engine, it will, with a little effort,
make an excellent “Banbury eligible” machine.

You can see the full catalogue by clicking on th link
below, but beware of looking for too long, I have
been told that it can make you blind!
https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/26118/#/aa1
=1&MR1_length=96&w1=list&m1=1

Thursday Dec 15th (re-arranged from Nov 19th) –
Section AGM and election of officers. 7:30 p.m.
This will be a “Zoom” meeting open to current
VMCC members only. Agendas will be posted at
least 1 week before the meeting.
Saturday, 19th December 2020 H&H Motorcycle
auction - National Motorcycle Museum, Coventry
Road, Bickenhill, Solihull, B92 0EJ commencing 12:00
An excellent catalogue here, with more than 170
machines on offer, including some from the National
Motor Cycle Museum’s “Reserve” collection.
If you managed to buy the Barry Sheene helmet at
Bonhams, you can buy one of his race bikes to go
with it. Race bikes can be a bit like ‘Trigger’s Broom’,
they will have had several new handles and heads
fitted over the years, so the buyer needs to be sure
what they are getting. This 1967 Bultaco type 41 TSS
250 does seem well authenticated and has
excellent provenance. Ridden by both Sheene and
Dave Croxford in 1968, it is guided at £25k - £35k.

If blue-veined English meat is more to your taste then
this matching numbers 1967 Norton P11A, guided
between £9k & £11k, might have some attraction.
An unholy marriage between a Matchless and a
Norton? Others would call it the best stock desert
racer money could buy. Almost unheard of in the UK

at the time, but popular in the US and much loved
(allegedly) by Clint Eastwood, the Norton Ranger
featured a twin carb 750cc Atlas lump shoehorned
into the excellent Matchless G85CS Frame. Add a
little lightness with an alloy tank and mudguards,
bolt on some “Roadholder” forks and you have the
perfect “Desert Sled”. They are now being reimported into the UK where they are fast becoming
popular and pricier. This one could well fetch north
of £10k.

familiar?), they make splendid tourers. There’s every
possibility that they may also prove to be a good
long term investment…..…. Don’t hold your breath.

Motor Cycle News reviewed a second hand ’88
machine in 2014 and declared the Honda to
be….”not just about frugal motoring, a quality build
and endless reliability”…….but “A handling
package that has to be ridden to be believed……at
the right price, they’re simply superb motorcycles”
This tidy example with current MOT and 49,000 miles
on the clock is for sale in Malvern for just £850! Check
it out for yourself on Facebook Market place.
NB - Prices are the advertised asking prices or actual
selling prices and are correct at the time of writing, We
have not verified any of the details vendors have used in
their advertsing – that must be your responsibility

TT – 2021

For more information, on any of these machines,
please contact H&H’s Mike Davis.
mike.davis@handh.co.uk 07718 584217.
You can find the full catalogue by following this link.
https://www.handh.co.uk/auction/details/192national-motorcycle-museum/?au=485

UNDER £1000

Another in our series which finds useable bikes, ready to
run, with MOTs (where required) for less than £1,000 and
all VMCC eligible (made before Jan 1st 1995)

Two quite different bikes from 2 different sources this
week but they do both offer the potential to have a
lot of fun for not very much money. Early Hinkley
Triumphs are almost always in good condition and
this very early (May ’91) 1200 Trophy is typical,
MOT’d until Feb ‘21 and showing just 32,000 miles, it
sold on eBay for £1,000. Fast, powerful, hugely
competent, but overweight and thirsty (sound

If we’re talking tourers, then this 1988 Honda NTV600
with its aftermarket screen and full set of GIVI
luggage is ready to roll. Frugal and understated,
these shaft drive “V” twins are considered by many
to be one of the best all-rounders Honda made in
the 1980s.

Whilst the official TT website oozes calm and
confidence about the 2021 event, rumours that all is
not well. are continuing to circulate. Tim Kingham,
writing in the Vincent Owners Club magazine,
suggests that the 2021 event may have to be
combined with the late summer Classic TT and that
this may even become a premanent feature. Motor
Cycle News thoughtfully opines…”As the number of
positively tested COVID-19 patients is currently rising
again, this could be a bad sign for the staging of the
world’s oldest road race………visitor numbers in the
100,000 range would probably make a “safe” event
impossible”
14 DAYS OF MANDATORY SELF ISOLATION?
IoM Minister of Finance, Alf Cannan, was quoted in
September as saying that “A decision is to be made
in the next few months”. The official Isle of Man
government website is strictly controlling access to
the Island for non-residents. They say……. “As a nonresident, it is not possible to enter the island without
an Exemption Certificate. This is a legal requirement,
and failure to comply is a criminal offence.
It is also a legal requirement to undertake 14 days of
mandatory self-isolation and you must not leave
your accommodation during this period.” We have
to say, the prospects don’t look good for 2021…….
roll on 2022.

MORE ON THE SILK
Following on from John Hodges’ excellent article on
the development of the Silk, we received this
fascinatng piece from reader Andy Bufton.

”Here's a snap of the one-off Silk 250 racer built in
1987 using an engine of their own manufacture in a
frame made by Derby Racing Services with a
swinging arm made in-house. Designed by George
Silk, most of the engine machining was done by Silk
employee Grahame Rhodes (son of Ivan), who rode
it to seventh place on its first competitive outing, at
Barbon Hill Climb.
CONSTANT CHAIN TENSION
The engine is a watercooled reed-valve single with
a bore and stroke of 72mm x 60mm, giving 244cc.
An interesting technical point about the bike is that
the rear suspension is pivoted through the gearbox
mainshaft thus maintaining constant chain tension.

The original idea was to make a run of machines for
sale, but this plan never came to fruition.”
Silk 700 owner, John Hodges was at that Barbon Hill
climb and took these pictures, giving us a closer
view of ths sweet little ¼ Litre racer.

manage to buy this one and has covered a lot of
miles on it.

He describes it as, “Very light, super handling, pretty
quick. but noisy. …..And smelly”. He forgot to say just
how pretty it looks.

Does anyone have any other information on this
unique machine?
THE END OF A SILK DREAM
Andy and John, weren’t the only readers to add to
the Silk story, Gwent section’s John Sharman tried to
buy one with his redundancy money in 1979… “I had
read the adverts and road tests of the Silk, so I
thought I would buy one. I went into our local dealer
in Abergavenny and ordered one, but after many
months it was clear that he could not obtain a
bike…..so that was the end of my Silk dream! In the
end I bought a new Bonneville that I still have to this
day.” It’s perhaps no surprise that John never
received his Silk. Only 138 700S models were ever
made, making them a real rarity. Tony Page did

MORE LOW VOLUME BRITISH MACHINES – 1988
NORTON INTERPOL
As close as a motor cycle gets to Marmite! Rotary
Nortons are loved or loathed in equal measure.
Stories about their reliability, or more usually - lack of
it, are the stuff of legend.

compression seal). It is not that economical on
petrol, about 40 mpg, and has a total loss oil system.
200 mpp of the specified oil, Rotella X40 or the
corresponding Milspec oil. It is a fantastic machine.”

WHAT’S NEXT FOR PRESTEIGNE’S FINEST?
There are strong rumours of a ride for Chaz Davies in
MOTO GP as Aleix Espargaro’s team-mate in the
Aprilia squad for 2021, but he is clearly in contention
with US MOTO 2 rider Joe Roberts. 23 year-old
Roberts has been racing in MOTO 2 for 4 seasons
with little to show for it, until the end of this season,
when he has suddenly begun to challenge for race
wins (and crash in the process). It could all come
down to whether the team (and series organisers
DORNA) would prefer to have an American in the
paddock or a Brit. We’ll keep you posted.

THE FIRST DRACULA RALLY OF TRANSYLVANIA
We are indebted to Paul Jameson
his fascinating journey through
“Dracula” Rally in Romania. It
previously in the Ariel Owners
“Cheval de Fer”

for this artcile on
Europe to the
has appeared
Club Magazine

Part 1

I knew that regular contributor Tony Page had one
which he dismissively referred to as “Rotoplod”. I’d
never thought to ask him about it, but when I did I
was amazed at his reply……..” I use it most days. It
has 480,000 miles showing. I bought it brand new, in
March 1988, the only civvie to buy a new one all the
rest having been bought by the Ministry for Police
and military use, plus some to the RAC. I picked it
up from Carl Rosner Motorcycles in South Croydon
and was due to leave for Berlin the next day. This
was Cold War time. I ran it in round the M25 for its
600 required miles and took it back for service at
08:00 the next morning to an astonished Carl.
I then rode it to (East) Berlin. Covering around 65,000
miles a year it was totally reliable and Norton
Shenstone took the motor to bits at 175,000 to check
the seals etc and found nothing amiss. The fact I
used it every day contributed to its longevity, of that
I am sure. Using it daily kept it all oily inside (as it is,
basically, a two stroke and oil assists the

Although I don’t like Marmite, I do have have a soft
spot for the Norton. My late brother Andy piloted the
Rotary to its first “National” race win at Carnaby in
August 1988.

“It Is unwise to reminisce about summer
motorcycling trips in December; because it
inevitably leads to more and longer trips the
following summer. So it was that wife Maggie and I
met up for a meal with friends Ian and Jane Patton
in December 2005; the first time we had really seen
them since our trip to the Picos de Europa in northern

Spain the previous June. Part way through the meal,
Ian casually mentioned he had seen an advert for a
rally in Romania in the BMW club magazine which
might make a good trip for summer 2006…….
Naturally, we agreed to go, sent off our rally fees
and bought a map of Europe, only to find that
Romania is some distance away: in fact the last
country before the Black Sea. Transylvania is the
mountainous part of western Romania associated
with the Dracula novels, hence the name of the
rally.
PLANNING WAS NEEDED
Clearly some planning was needed. Working on the
basis of 200 to 250 miles per day, a simple exercise
with a pair of dividers suggested the trip would take
3 weeks. Maggie and Jane seemed to think that 3
weeks on the back of a bike was a long time and
Ian and I thought we would run short on holiday
leave. The answer was for the ladies to fly out to
Budapest, returning from Kracow while Ian and I
would save at least 2 days in each direction by
doing Dusseldorf – Vienna and back on the
overnight car train. A fortnight for the trip became a
possibility. Costs were reasonable with the return
airfares about £190 and the return train fares about
£250. The latter saved 6 overnight stays plus meals
and petrol so was economic by any standards.
Dover – Dunkerque was chosen as the ferry crossing
for £40 return. Ian was to ride his BMW R1100R and I
took my first Healey 1000/4.
SUPERB RESTAURANT AND FINE WINES
We met at the Air Balloon pub at 7-45 am on Sunday
18th June for the trip to Dover. Using motorways
almost the whole day for speed of travel, we cruised
at about 55 to 60 mph. As we rolled into the ferryport
at Dover the Healey dropped down to 3 cylinders so
a plug clean was undertaken while waiting for the
ferry. Ian had booked a hotel in Lo, Belgium for our
overnight stop. He had used it before and his
accounts of a superb restaurant with fine wines, well
suited to his vegetarian diet, promised a good start
to the trip. We arrived in Lo to find that a fair had set

up immediately across the road, the restaurant was
closed and the route to the former bike parking area
had been blocked by construction of an extension
building. So we enjoyed a meal of ham, chips and
beer and did manage to park the bikes safely in part
of the new extension. Ian happily consumed the
ham, calling it ‘vegetarian’ ham.
THE MERITS OF EARPLUGS!
The noise of the fair would have kept most people
awake but many years of touring with snoring Ariel
Owners Club members has taught me the merits of
carrying efficient earplugs. I slept well.
SATNAV v ROLLER ROUTE
Ian was using a satellite navigation system (satnav)
on his BMW whilst I used the traditional roller route
system. The satnav seemed imperfect in Belgium but
Ian assured me it was probably operator error. The
route had been developed on the basis of a straight
line between Dunkerque and Dusseldorf and then
following the closest reasonable roads to that line.
Ian had programmed the satnav with the intended
route but had omitted to include the map base. The
net result was that the satnav tended to suggest we
had gone wrong and should retrace our steps,
usually via the motorway. On the other hand, the
roller route worked well, unless I had omitted to
include a turning or we met a road closure. We had
been warned of some difficulty being likely in finding
the railway loading point in Dusseldorf. With the lack
of a detailed map for the roller route we decided to
rely on the satnav. The result of this reliance on the
best of modern technology was an easy route into
the middle of the town and then out of the far side
on the motorway before we could turn round. A
second attempt, using roller route technology, got
us into the centre of town again. A total absence of
road signs other than street nameplates meant that
we could only rely upon asking passers by the way.
Given that neither Ian nor I speak German to any
extent, this was not easy. It took over an hour to find
the station by which time we were hot, thirsty and
the Healey was on reserve petrol. However, we

looked forward to the delights of a restaurant car
with fine wines and quality cuisine on the train.
DANGEROUS ITEMS!!
Loading the bikes was undertaken by a very
determined railway official who worked in the
methodical manner he had been trained. Both Ian
and I were reprimanded for picking up tie down
straps in an effort to assist. Worse was to come:
having loaded the bikes and found our sleeping
compartment we were rudely disturbed by a knock
on the door. Were we the motorcyclists? demanded
the steward. On admitting we were he told us that
“Banned Substances” had been found on one of
the bikes and had been removed. On returning to
our machines we found that I was the offender and
that my traditional bottles of oil in old tonic water
containers were the offending items. The eagle
eyed loading official had spotted these dangerous
items and removed them to the platform so that
they no longer represented such a hazard to the
train. Exploratory questioning, however, revealed
that the ban did not extend to the sleeping
compartment so the oil was able to continue its
journey in there with us!

It was then that we found there was no restaurant
car on the train and that the food was airline type
meals, served in the sleeping compartment. The
beer was cold though so we enjoyed a couple with
the first of the many varieties of goulash we were to
encounter over the following days. (Obviously Ian’s
had to be ‘vegetarian’ goulash, but identical to my
beef goulash). After eating, we noticed that most of
our fellow passengers seemed to be looking out of
the corridor windows. We were travelling, on a
glorious summer evening, up the Rhine valley with
spectacular views of its many castles. This
unexpected bonus went some way towards
overcoming the disappointment that the catering
was not to Orient Express standards. Still, nobody
had been murdered when we arrived in Vienna the
following morning. True, a Hercule Poirot lookalike
was standing at the end of the platform, complete
with cream blazer, tie and panama hat but that was
all.
BUDAPEST HERE WE COME
Having unloaded the bikes, reloaded the oil and
filled up with petrol we headed east, towards
Budapest in Hungary. Ian led the way out of Vienna
using the satnav, planning to use the equivalent of
an ‘A’ class road. We therefore left Vienna on the
motorway and it seemed to me a wise idea to leave
this before it took us north to Bratislava in Slovakia.
Overtaking Ian, I turned off at a minor junction – so
minor in fact that it had a locked barrier across the
end of the slip road. We contemplated the map for
a few minutes before the sound of a vehicle
revealed the presence of a Police car behind us. So
much for reversing back onto the motorway. With
the ingenuity born of long practice, I asked the
armed officer whereabouts on the map we were,
explaining that we were en route from England to
Romania. With a sigh, he unlocked the barrier, gave
us directions forward and off we went again. As we
approached the Austrian / Hungarian border the
map appeared to show only a crossing point on the
motorway. However, the nearby ‘A’ road also

appeared to cross the border, especially if one
ignored the signs. Indeed, there was also a
checkpoint here but the border officials would not
let us through; seemingly this crossing was only for
local people.”
Part 2 will follow in the next issue

One of the more unusual entries for the ISDT was a
team of Lambretta 175 cc Rallymasters, headed by
the bike’s designer, Alan Kimber.

1961 ISDT – LLANDRINDOD WELLS.
The Facebook posts on the ’61 ISDT (International Six
Days Trial ( continue to attract interest. )
As you can see from the route maps below, the
event was a real Tour of Mid-Wales.

The first 3 days required the riders to cover more then
620 miles over the toughest terrain the region has to
offer at average road speeds in excess of 29mph for
machines over 350cc.
The last 3 days were similar, but with a shorter ride
on the Friday, taking the competitors to Shobdon for
the final Speed Tests.

The Rallymaster derivative was built at the UK
Lambretta Concessionaires for the UK market. It was
easily recognised by its distinctive black and red
striped side panels and turning front mudguard. Built
specifically for the UK sporting enthusiasts, the
Rallymaster was fitted with many extras including a
4.00 x 10 rear wheel, ball-end levers, Perspex sports
screen, rally number plates and a GB plate. There
was also a handle on the rear, enabling the
machine to be lifted out of trouble. A special
'instrument panel' housed a rev counter, stop watch
holder, illuminated map board and a separate
switch for the extra spotlight, which came as

standard. The engine was based on the standard
150cc unit, overbored to 175 cc, “Stage-two” tuned,
with a larger bore carburettor, high performance
exhaust, and a closer ratio gearbox. Production
figures are not known, although only a handful of
genuine Concessionaire built machines are known
to exist today.

men rode their machines for more than 1,000 miles
over 6 days and not one of them was late at any of
the time checks. “Cheating Foreigners on their
lightweight 2 strokes”, I can hear you saying and yes
they did field a couple of small “stinkwheels”

"roadbook" and maps
provided
by
the
organisation.
The
route
covers
approximately
700
miles of Norway’s
finest roads over 4
days. You can expect
that some of the
roads will be gravel surfaces like the one shown
below. (quite normal in rural Norway). Organisers say
“The rally is long and demanding and requires that
your mount must be in technically good condition”

Alan Kimber, seen here on the final day’s speed test
won a bronze medal – a truly remarkable
achievement.
but Sebastian Nachtmann was also in their team on
his R69S………..and you thought riding a scooter offroad was hard! For sober comparison, the British
Trophy team lost 1,459 marks.
Rider 205, setting off just after World Moto-Cross
Champion, Rolf Tibblin, might be a familiar name to
many of you…..Basil Stocker, a keen supporter of
Herefordshire on the Edge, he rode his New Tiger
Cub. At that time, Basil was very much into one day
trials with the Eltham & Dist. Club – but it didn’t help
him much as “the Big End packed up on the
Wednesday”. Sixty years on and Basil is looking
forward to Herefordshire on the Edge 2021.
The West German team took the pretigous “Trophy”
that year with a loss of O marks…yes that’s ZERO! Six

DREAMING OF 2021?
If you are, John Hodges recommends that you give
some thought to entering the TRONDHJEMSRIDTET
1919 rally in Norway - May 22nd – 25th . It is an event
John has enjoyed several times in the past and rates
it as “One of the best organised events I have
participated in.”
The rally is open to participants riding motorcycles
manufactured before Dec 31st 1945 - and is a strictly
non-competetive touring run. Navigation is by a

A service team will follow the race “In order to
provide limited assistance to participants who have
technical problems. Transport of personal luggage
will also be offered.”
You can find all the details of the event on the
excellent website, but you might need to hurry,
entries close on Dec 1st!!
http://www.trondhjemsridtet.com/224931184#7s8d
6f87

Updates and other stuff can be found on our
Facebook page – Feel free to add your views.
https://www.facebook.com/VMCCHerefordshire

