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PAST EVENTS 
 

Saturday Feb 8th – H.J. Pugh - Auction of Vintage & 

Classic bikes, spares, projects, literature and 

Petroliana - Auction Centre, Ledbury, 

Once again, a large crowd turned out for this 

excellent auction. The combination of 500+ eclectic 

autojumble lots and 150 bikes proved irresistible to 

buyers.  

Top price of the day - £18400 - was paid for this 

correct looking ’67 500cc Velocette Thruxton, which 

we featured in issue 44. The marque and this model 

have a loyal following and good examples always 

command strong money. Is it too nice to ride? Let’s 

hope not. It would be great to see it on the road. 

Its stablemate, the 1939 KSS 350 – a genuine 

“classic” - seemed cheap at £8,500. Of the other 

bikes we featured in issue 44, the ex-military 500 

Sertum made a respectable £4000 and the rare and 

quirky Bond, £3000.  There was a good selection of 

well-presented Triumphs, perhaps the best of them 

was this extensively restored and rather handsome 

1960 650cc TR6R, which made a strong £8,000. It was 

bizarrely described as a Triumph T595 on the 

logbook.

 
It was certainly a good day for engines. An allegedly 

“race ready” Rotax 256, complete with magnesium 

bodied Carbs made £1450 and a 1939 BSA 500cc 

Goldstar engine impressed with £2800, but topping 

them all was this early “V”-twin 770cc side Valve JAP

 

at a mere £4,000! Get into your sheds immediately 

and see what you can find. 

All the above prices are “hammer” and buyer’s 

commission needs to be added. You can find the 

full results here http://www.hjpugh.com/index.shtml 

 

Saturday & Sunday Feb 15th & 16th - The Classic Dirt 

Bike Show - The International Centre, Telford, If you 

like off-road bikes, then this was the show for you. 

  
 

It was rammed with top quality machines of all eras, 

http://www.hjpugh.com/index.shtml


packed with trade stalls and ably supported by a 

highly focussed (and rather damp) autojumble. You 

could have listened to Bryan “Badger” Goss being 

interviewed and met former World Trials Champion 

Bernie Schreiber.  

 
The Sammy Miller Museum stand livened up the day 

with this outrageous 5 cylinder Verdel 750 from the 

1920s. If it ever was used “off-road” it was surely only 

on American board tracks. 

 

You could even book your own funeral. 

 
Sunday 23rd Feb – The John Langford run, from the 

Market Square, Bromyard,  

The wild winds of the previous evening had 

disappeared, the rain stayed away and the sun 

shone. Spring was definitely in the air. Organiser Pete 

Howells illuminated the day with another of his 

 

wonderful specials – this time a German 250cc 2-

stroke lawnmower engine mated to a Villiers clutch 

and gearbox, fitted neatly inside an MZ (and friends) 

rolling chassis. Disappointingly he had removed the 

string pull starter! 

 
I never had the pleasure of meeting John Langford, 

and to be truthful, having come only lately to the 

VMCC, I knew nothing about this wonderful man. 

Jack Langford (known always to his friends 

as John), sadly passed away in Feb 2010 at the age 

of 95, still riding regularly into his 90s, he left a motor 

cycling legacy we might all aspire to. From the age 

of 16, he commuted from Ledbury to his work in 

Hereford on a 1920s 2.5HP Raleigh. He was the first 

secretary of the original Herefordshire VMCC section 

and the last President of the Wye Valley Motor Club, 



pausing along the way to be a founder member of 

the Leominster Classic Motor Cycle Club. He was a 

regular trials competitor almost always on a Triumph 

Twin and a tireless worker for the Wye Valley Club. 

After retirement, he worked with Geoff Bedford and 

was a familiar sight on a Moto Guzzi Lodolo or Zigolo. 

The VMCC presented him with this memento of 6o 

years of riding. The top picture is John on the Raleigh 

in the early 1930s and the lower picture shows John 

at the age of 76 on close friend Bill Davies’ similar 

Raleigh. 

 
I am indebted to Bill’s Davies’ son Mike for much of 

this information. Mike is lucky enough to own John 

Langford’s goggles and helmet, still proudly sporting 

its Wye Valley Auto Club sticker. 

 
Whilst clearly Mr Langford couldn’t join us, we did 

have the next best thing - one of his bikes. John 

Macklin brought this very tidy Honda CB72 along 

with a copy of the logbook! 

 

 
   

Wednesday Feb 26th The exclusive viewing of Finn 

Varney’s film, THE CHARGING BULLET – The Conquest 

Theatre, Bromyard. 

What an excellent evening. The near “sell-out” 

crowd showed plenty of interest in the electrified 

Bullet and the two new electric bikes brought along 

by Artisan Electric. Finn and Fred’s thought 

provoking film was extremely well received. 

 
 

 



We have been asked by the Conquest theatre to 

run another event on Feb 24th 2021 – this would be 

our 5th. Does anyone have any bright ideas that will 

attract and entertain 150 people? 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 
Sunday March 1st – National Motorcycle Museum, 

Coventry Rd, Solihull, B92 0EJ, VMCC AGM and 

awards ceremony – Commencing 11:00 a.m. 

Admission free, all members welcome (membership 

cards must be shown) 

.Thursday March 5th – Club night west - The 

Greyhound Hotel 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, Powys, 

Mid Wales, LD2 3AR. 

This will be the first club night based in the west of 

our newly enlarged section. It’s your chance to 

meet up with likeminded people in your area. Bring 

a bike if you can and park it at the front of the hotel 

– we would like to make a good showing 

 

. The Greyhound offers good food at sensible prices. 

 

Sunday March 8th – Bromsberrow village Hall 10:00 

a.m. – Autojumble 

 

 

Thursday 12th March – Tesco to the Moon. Meet at 

the café at Tesco Belmont HR2 7XS at 09:30 for a 

10:00 start.  

A great little ride to the SW of Hereford. Stopping at 

Grosmont castle for a look at the amazing ruins and 

then the Bell at Skenfrith for coffee (NP7 8UH), before 

finishing at The Moon at Mordiford for lunch 

(optional). About 45 miles in all. 

 
Thursday March 19th - 7.00 pm at the Moon, 

Mordiford HR1 4LW – Club night  

Club night - a chance to chat to friends and meet 

like-minded people.  

 

Sunday March 22nd – The Pioneer run - Tattenham 

Corner, Epsom Downs – starting from 08:00 

The 81st Pioneer Run, organised by the Sunbeam 

Motor Cycle Club, is the premier UK event for 

machines manufactured before 1915 and one of 

the greatest spectacles in the Classic motoring 

calendar. Forecars, tricycles, sidecars and of course 

solos from all over the world will take the start line. In 

all, more than 300 machines many of them 

extremely rare will follow a 45mile route to finish at 

Brighton City Airport (Shoreham-by-Sea BN43 5FF), 

where the first arrivals can be expected from 10:00 

a.m. onwards. There are countless opportunities to 

see these fabulous machines on the route, but you 

might like to find a space at the coffee stop and 

checkpoint at the beautiful Leonardslee Gardens. 

Lower Beeding, Horsham, RH13 6PP.  



 
 

Sunday 29th March - 66th Felix Burke Road Trial - 

based around Andoversford Village Hall, 

Cheltenham, GL54 4LQ 

The event is open to VMCC members driving pre-

1995 motorcycles and three-wheelers, but younger 

machines may be accepted at the discretion of the 

Clerk of Course and non-members can take out 

event membership. Operated on similar principles to 

our own “Herefordshire on the Edge” and taking in 

some “easy” green lanes this is one not to be missed. 

 
If you’re thinking of going to watch, then why not 

enter, you’ll love it! Entries close on March 16th. 

There is an excellent website, where you can find all 

the details you need  

http://vmcc-cotswold.org/regs/ 

 

Saturday April 4th – VMCC vintage training day 

Curborough Sprint course Netherstowe Ln, Lichfield 

WS13 8EJ 

  
This a rare opportunity to ride vintage hand-change 

machines including the club’s own Reed Scott, 

Brough Superior SS80, and Triumph SD plus many 

other machines kindly brought along by VMCC 

members. Training days make ideal gifts for 

birthdays or Father’s day.  

Curborough is situated just off the A38 trunk road 

between Burton on Trent and Lichfield. For full 

details, call Pam at Allen House 01283 540557 

 

Tuesday April 7th – 11:00a.m. - Brunch ride-in at the 

Honey Café in Bronllys, Brecon, Powys, LD3 0LH   

The first active event under the new section name. 

There is no formal route to or from the venue, you just 

chose your own. The perfect excuse to ride your bike 

and meet up with other section members. 

https://www.honeycafe.co.uk/. 

 

Tuesday April 7th – 10:00a.m. – Breakfast ride-in - Old 

Brickyard, café Pontrilas. 

If Bronllys is a bit too far, you could try Pontrilas. There 

is no formal route to or from the venue, you just 

choose your own. What better excuse do you need 

to ride your bike and meet up with other section 

members. 

 

Tuesday April 7th – H&H Motorcycle auction – 

National Motorcycle Museum, Coventry Road, 

Bickenhill, Solihull B92 0EJ. (Birmingham airport 

junction off the M42) 

We will take a closer look at the auction entries in 

the next issue, but in the interim, I can confirm that, 

regardless of the consequences, I have cleared a 

space in the garage and made arrangements to sell 

one of my kidneys in order to buy this superb1942 

Indian Scout. 

 
You can find the catalogue by clicking on this link. 

https://www.handh.co.uk/auction/search?au=399 

 

Saturday April 11th – South Midland Autojumble 

– Ross-on-Wye Livestock centre, HR9 7QQ 
The first of these popular and well-supported 

Autojumbles for 2020. Gates open to the public at 

9:00 a.m. Parking is free and entry is £4.00. If you 

want to take a stall, (for as little as £10.00) contact 

John Harding on 01989 750731 or 01989 769191.  

 

(Easter) Monday, April 13th – Red Marley Hill Climb – 

Walsgrove Farm, Great Witley Worcs. WR6 6JJ 

http://vmcc-cotswold.org/regs/
https://www.honeycafe.co.uk/
https://www.handh.co.uk/auction/search?au=399


 
If the weather co-operates, this is a great day out.  

There is always an enthusiastic bunch of riders 

happy to hurl themselves and their pre-74 machines 

up the daunting hill. Practice start at 09:30 and 

racing at 12:00 noon. This is definitely one not to miss. 

If you can’t make the Monday, there is a pre-65 trial 

at the same venue on Sunday April 12th starting at 

12:00 noon.  

 

Thursday 21st May - Leominster Classic & Vintage 

Motorcycle auction – Brightwells, Easter’s Mart, 

Leominster, HR6 0DE 

Entries are now invited for this sale, but already listed 

are 2 “ex-works” trials Ariels.  

Obviously you need to do your own thorough due 

diligence, before you even think of bidding, but 

from the information available, these seem very 

genuine.  

MOC 800 is a very famous works number and is 

attached to this ex - Don Evans, ex – George Buck 

1951 HT500. The bike was restored in 2012 (a little 

over-enthusiastically for some tastes) and comes 

with a buff log book, photographic history and a 

Don Evans autograph. 

 
The second bike - GOB 743, a 1946 350cc HT3 – is 

described as an “Original works trials machine; ex - 

Don Evans, 'Nipper' Parsons, David and Ron 

Langston.” Again it comes with a V5C, a buff 

logbook and photographic history. 

 
This one is in “oily rag” condition, which many would  

consider to be perfect for such hard-worked 

competition machines. 

 

 
For Ariels of this rarity and pedigree, expect plenty 

of controversy, heated debate and in all probability, 

high prices. Full credit to Brightwells for getting these 

rare machines to Leominster. You can find the full 

catalogue on their website. 
 

Sunday May 31st 2020 – The British Motor Museum, 

Gaydon CV35 0BJ - Banbury Run 2020  

As many as 500 machines, all built before Dec 31st 

1930 will be on show. You can view them all at the 

start and finish in parc ferme or you can watch them 

on the roads around Gaydon and Banbury. The 



favourite viewpoint on the course is the top of 

Sunrising Hill on the A422 – this can be a real 

challenge to the older and less powerful machines. 

 
The first machines will start at 10:00 and will return 

from about 1:00 p.m. onwards. To add to the fun, 

there will be approximately 100 autojumble stands. 

It costs just £35 per machine to enter and it really is 

a “bucket list” event. If you don’t have a suitable 

machine, to ride, then make the effort to go and see 

this amazing spectacle.  

 
Several section members took part last year, 

including Chris Richards and section Chairman 

Geoff McGladdery, (above) Entries are now open 

and forms can be found here on the VMCC website. 

Entries are on a strict “first come – first served” basis, 

so don’t delay. 

 
Sat & Sun July 11th & 12th VMCC Festival of 1000 Bikes 

– Mallory Park 

Bob Abberley and John Macklin have kindly 

arranged to look after the section stand in the 

“Avenue of Clubs”. Last year, we put on a superb 

display of machines and would like to do the same 

again in 2020. If you have an interesting or unusual 

machine and would like to offer it for display, please 

contact Bob on 07850 270677. There are free entry 

tickets for anyone offering a bike for display. 

 
This is a great weekend, with a dazzling array of 

bikes, of all eras circulating the track for almost all of 

the 2 days. The Saturday is given over to road going 

machines where ordinary members like you can feel 

what it’s like to ride the hallowed racing tarmac of 

Mallory. The Sunday is about race machinery – 

famous machines and famous riders are 

everywhere. No John Cooper v Ago this year, but 

there will be a host of stars in the “Past Masters” 

sessions.   I would urge you to make the effort to go 

for at least a day, but a better idea would be to 

camp (or caravan) for the weekend. You won’t 

regret it. 

Entry forms for the 2020 VMCC Festival of 1000 bikes 

can be download from the VMCC website, or you 

can call the VMCC office.  

 

IS LIFE FAR TOO SERIOUS? 

Section regulars Steve and Andrew Sumner clearly 

haven’t been wasting the winter evenings watching 

telly. Love the disc brakes, on their “Gravity” racer, 

but no helmets? Tut Tut. 

 
 

SWM RESTORATION – PART 3 

Not too much to report since issue 44. As is the way 

with restorations, work and life have called a 

temporary halt to proceedings.  We will complete 

the story of Chris’s restoration in the next issue. If you 

would like to share details of your restoration, please 

contact us, we would love to hear from you. 

 
The 65th Talmag trophy trial - 26th January 2020 

Hungry Hill Aldershot Hants 
Thanks to Paul Farley for this excellent report 

Bucking the trend for diminishing numbers in classic 

trials, this year’s Talmag had an even larger entry of 

212 solos and 17 sidecars. Queuing at some sections 

can be frustrating but despite the huge number of 

competitors there wasn’t too much hanging about 

and the day remained dry for the most part and the 

sections fairly easy. 

This year’s event introduced a ‘blue’ harder route for 

those that wanted more of a challenge, a white 

route, reasonably challenging as before and the 

normal ‘clubman’ class red route for the average 

rider, girder fork, rigid bikes and also the sidecars.  

Due to the dry weather most seemed to get round 

clean or only had the odd dab resulting in the 



special test being the decider for the class winners. 

The special test is a timed speed test starting and 

stopping within a boxed area and is ridden over a 

short moto cross type course and is taken seriously 

by potential winners, like Leicester’s K Alexander on 

his 1937 350cc Red Panther.  

 
The results for all classes apart from girder rigids and 

the sidecars were all decided by special test times 

as no marks were lost on the sections. Ivan Haskell 

won the girder rigid class on his 1939 350 Ariel with a 

loss of 7, Holger Schonknecht was second on his 

marvellous Indian V twin loosing 12 marks. The 

sidecar class was won by Bernie Chambers with 

passenger Charlie Chambers for a loss of 3 marks on 

their Rickman Ariel outfit. 

Some may say that a trial that is decided by special 

test times is just too easy but from what I saw 

everybody was enjoying themselves, no bikes or 

bodies got broken and most managed to finish 

before the heavy rain set in. 

There were the largest number of spectators we had 

ever seen at this year’s event which seems to grow 

in popularity probably due to the nostalgia factor of 

four strokes only, every motorcyclist of a certain age 

loves the sound of a Triumph twin on full song and 

the odd waft of ‘R’. 

Entry is free, it’s a great day out and a nice walk 

round the fifteen sections. If you’ve never been to 

the Talmag I’d recommend you put it in your diary 

for next January………Paul Farley 

 

NEW DATE FOR OUR FIRST EVER TRAIL RIDE 
Please note the new date for our first ever trail ride. 

It will now take place on Saturday May16th, meeting 

at Fforest Inn, Llanfihangel-nant-Melan, Presteigne 

LD8 2TN. (At the junction of the A44 and A481) at 

10:00 for a 10:30 start.  

 

The ride will be a mix of lanes and legal tracks 

suitable for beginners on Trail bike or road bikes with 

"off-road" tyres. Don’t be intimidated – you do not 

need a modern trail bike to enjoy this ride. Plenty of 

more experienced riders will be on hand to help 

those with less experience. If you would like to know 

more about the ride, feel free to contact leader 

Paul Farley on 01874 610303 

 

INTERCOMS 

We’re curious to hear from anyone who uses an 

intercom for either rider to pillion or rider to rider 

communication. Are they any good? Do they add 

anything to the experience? Please let us know your 

thoughts. 

 
 

Updates and other stuff can be  

found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire 

section. Feel free to add your views to it. 


