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IT’S OFFICIAL! 
In line with member’s wishes expressed at the AGM, 

we have changed our name from the Herefordshire 

section of the VMCC to the Herefordshire and Mid-

Wales section. This change was noted by the VMCC 

Board at their meeting of 17th January. We do not 

anticipate any life-changing events in the next few 

weeks, but the leadership and the membership of 

the enlarged section must strive to give the owners 

of older machinery the best experiences they can 

have in the future.  

WHAT WILL CHANGE? 

The most obvious new development will be a 

second monthly section meeting at the GrSyhound 

Hotel in Builth Wells (see future events). The 

established club nights at the Moon, Mordiford, will 

continue unchanged on the 3rd Thursday of each 

month. We will host a second section checkpoint for 

the Founders’ Relay Rally on the A44 between 

Hundred House and Crossgates.  

“BRUNCH” RIDE-INS 

There will also be a number of “Brunch” or 

“Breakfast” rides added to the calendar. These will 

be normally on the same day as the 6 we have 

already planned - the first Tuesday of the month. The 

locations will be cafes or pubs, situated far enough 

away from the existing locations to prevent clashes. 

These events are “ride-ins” with no prescribed routes 

to or from the locations. They have proved very 

popular in other sections and we hope they will be 

well supported in ours. Once the locations are 

finalised, they will be added to the events calendar 

on the VMCC website and will, of course, be 

previewed in this newsletter. 

PAST EVENTS 
 

Sunday Jan 26th Castles ride 

Just 7 hardy souls made it to the Bromyard start, on 

what turned out to be a soggy old day. The rain 

wasn’t heavy enough to form the usual crotch 

puddle, nor did it last too long, so, despite cold 

fingers and toes it turned out to be OK for riding 

(memo to self – remember to take your oversuit!). I 

did remember to take the waterproof socks – why 

didn’t I buy as pair years ago? 

 
Paul Beale rode his newly acquired Suzuki GS1100 

shafty.  I doubt he got out of 2nd gear all day, but at 

least he didn’t have to clean and oil his chain when 

he got home. 

 
Les Bennett brought his handsome 1972/3 BSA 500SS 

Goldstar. Not everyone rejoiced at seeing one of 

BSA’s most iconic names appended to what is 

essentially a B50. That debate aside, it is still a nice 

machine and ideal for small lanes, having shedloads 

of torque.  

 
Les bought his BSA B50SS in 2011 at the Ross 

Autojumble. The BSA Owners Club confirm that the 

machine was despatched from the factory to Excel 

Motors, Enfield, Middlesex on 17th May 1972. 

However it wasn't registered until Aug ’73. Most of 

these were sold in the USA and wrapped up as a 

street scrambler like the one below. They shared a 

lot of parts with the ‘70s Triumph Trophys. 

 
The bike has been repainted at least 3 times. The 

original colour would probably have been purple 



(Hi-violet’). Les has added a short front mudguard - 

bought from America via eBay and the pushrod 

tunnel breather from PES (CCM Britain). This latter 

mod, Les assures us, makes a huge difference to the 

amount of oil leaking out.  

Selling a drum-braked kick-start single cylinder BSA 

in 1973 must have been hard work. That year saw 

the introduction of some legendary bikes like the 

Yamaha RD 250 & 350, the BMW R90S, the Suzuki 

GT750K with its revolutionary twin disc brakes and 

the Mk1 850 Norton Commando – to name but a 

few. 

There is a B50 for sale in the upcoming Pugh’s 

auction – lot 723. In what might be loosely described 

as “Trail” trim, it looks like it would be a good bike for 

the roads and lanes of our area.  

 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Saturday and Sunday 1st & 2nd Feb - Carole Nash 

Bristol Classic Motorcycle Show - The Royal Bath & 

West Showground, Shepton Mallet,  

The “Stafford” of the South West. Not quite as big, 

but a very substantial show and well worth the 

journey. There is always an excellent display of club 

stands, with the “One-make” clubs usually providing 

something special. This is the 40th edition of the show 

and the organisers are planning a 1980’s theme, so 

dig out your shell suit and roll the sleeves up on your 

jacket. For the ladies, “Big” hair and shoulder pads 

are essential! Don’t forget the “leg-warmers” 

Be aware, that the show is a long way from Bristol 

and is renowned queuing traffic on the way in. 

Admission is a reasonable £14 – tickets can be 

purchased at the gate. 

 

Saturday Feb 8th – H.J. Pugh - Auction of Vintage & 

Classic bikes, spares, projects, literature and 

Petroliana - Hazel Meadows Auction Centre, 

Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 2LP. 

Once again, Pugh’s have put together an excellent 

catalogue with more than 130 machines keeping 

company with their usual eclectic collection of 

autojumble lots. If you’ve not been to the new 

location or you’ve never been to a bike auction, we 

recommend you give it a try. Entry is free and a 

catalogue is  £2.  

We would happily take home this smart ’67 Velo 

Thruxton, but failing that its KSS stablemate would do 

nicely. 

 
Rare, quirky and Italian just about sums up this 500 

Sertum. Never heard of Sertum? Then join my club – 

this is the first one I have ever seen. Sertum were one 

of the “big five” Italian manufacturers in the 1930s. 

Their machines were ridden to 6 Gold Medals in the 

truncated 1939 ISDT, but by 1951 they had ceased 

to trade. This bike is apparently dates from 1941, but 

could well be an MCM model, made exclusively for 

the military from 1943 onwards. In any event, it’s a 

handsome brute and would look good in my 

garage! 

 
If it’s quirky you’re after, then you don’t have to look 

much further than this Villiers engine 1951 Bond 

Minibyke. Launched at the Motorcycle show in 

September 1949, this was a rather unconventional 

machine utilising mainly aluminium construction, 

with it's frame formed of a central tapered oval tube 

which housed the fuel tank. Initially one model was 



offered, powered by a 98cc Villiers Mk1F engine. On 

early models, the front wheel was supported by rigid 

tubes which formed the steering forks. Rear 

suspension was also non-existent, relying on 

cushioning from the large low-pressure tyres, but 

telescopic dampers were fitted at the front by 1950 

due to persistent failure of the early front forks! 

The venture was partially successful and a De-Luxe 

version was soon introduced powered by a 125 cc 

JAP engine and in November 1950 the design and 

manufacturing rights were sold to Ellis Ltd of Leeds 

who continued production until 1953. Total 

production was approximately 750. (I am indebted 

to the Bond cars website for much of this information 

– you can find more about the Bond range here. 

http://bondcars.net/Scooters.htm ) 

 

There are machines in this auction to suit most tastes 

and most pockets. You can find the full catalogue 

on Pugh’s website  

http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html 

  

Saturday & Sunday Feb 15th & 16th - The Classic Dirt 

Bike Show - The International Centre, Telford, 

Shropshire, TF3 4JH 

Does exactly what it says on the tin. A splendid 

display of classic off-road bikes with lots of trade 

stands and an outside Autojumble. If you’re 

interested in Classic off-road DO NOT MISS THIS 

SHOW. World Trials champion Bernie Schreiber and 

multiple British MX champion and one-time KTM 

importer Bryan Goss have been confirmed as the 

star guests. 

  
Admission is a reasonable £14 and once again, 

there is the miserly early booking discount of £2, or if 

you prefer the Morton’s Media marketingspeak, 

version “a fantastic saving” .Tickets are available by 

phone 01507 529529, or on line at:-  

https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/category/TIC

KET 

 

Thursday Feb 20th - 7.00 pm at the Moon, Mordiford 

HR1 4LW – Club night  

Club night - a chance to chat to friends and meet 

like-minded people.  

 

Sunday 23rd Feb – The John Langford run - Meet at 

the Market Square, Bromyard, HR7 4BP at 09:30 for a 

10:00 start. 

Pete Howells has plotted a 60 mile route for this long 

standing run. We are the guests of the 

Worcestershire section. Let’s hope the weather is on 

its best behaviour. 

 

Wednesday Feb 26th The World Premiere of Finn 

Varney’s film, THE CHARGING BULLET – The Conquest 

Theatre, Tenbury Rd, Bromyard, 7:30 p.m. 

We are delighted to announce that Artisan Electric 

will be supporting the evening and will be showing 

their well-established “EV2000R” scooter and their 

new “Horwin CR6” motor cycle. 

 

 
These fantastic “twist and go” scooters are proving 

hugely popular with urban commuters. 

http://bondcars.net/Scooters.htm
http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html
https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/category/TICKET
https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/category/TICKET


The newly launched “Horwin CR6” (above) with its 

motorcycle styling, its 90 mile range and fast re-

charging technology should appeal to a different 

sector of the market.  

I can hear the gnashing of teeth and the tearing up 

of VMCC membership cards, but this is the future 

and even if we don’t think it’s for us, we should at 

least understand it. Motor cyclists have always been 

interested in new technology and I for one am 

fascinated to see what this particular technology 

has to offer riders.  

Artisan Electric staff will be on hand to answer any 

questions you may have. You might also like to take 

a look at their website.  https://artisanscooters.com/ 

THE MAIN EVENT 

The main event is film of the fascinating story of Fred 

Spaven’s ground-breaking electric powered Royal 

Enfield. The film tells the whole story from the initial 

design concept through to its first journey from 

Land’s End to John O’Groats. 

 
The story didn’t end at John O’Groats. Since then, 

the bike has been fulfilling its real purpose as 

everyday transport and his “Charging Bullet” has 

been a familiar sight to commuters on the Hereford 

to Bromyard road. Perhaps it’s best to hear of his 

commuting experiences in Fred’s own words. 

“I travel 20 miles each way daily so the range is 

sufficient to get me to work, turn around to head 

straight home, encountering a significant detour on 

the way and still get back with range to spare – the 

worst realistic scenario I considered. In practice this 

is more leeway than I need and I rarely bother 

charging it up at home and, even faced with long 

detours resulting from the recent (November) floods, 

I’ve never come close to running out of charge. I 

am, of course, lucky in having a couple of petrol 

bikes and a diesel car for longer journeys, but the 

Bullet still covers roughly 70% of my road miles due to 

my long commute and now has about 4,500 electric 

miles on the clock! 

RELAXING TO RIDE 

In fact, and unexpected even to me, I hardly 

touched any other vehicle over the summer and for 

three months didn’t buy a drop of petrol or diesel. 

The bike, as expected, rides and handles just like a 

petrol Bullet but with perfect torque control, no 

gears, no clutch, no noise and no vibration it’s an 

incredibly relaxed bike to ride; perfect for everyday 

use. 

Of course there is always room for improvement and 

plans are afoot to improve the power a touch by 

increasing the system voltage and, while it’s beyond 

my budget for the moment, swapping my 2011 

Nissan Leaf batteries for the current version would 

almost double the range. As with any old bike, I’ll 

probably never stop tinkering with it!" 

   

Fred and the bike (probably cleaned by then) will 

be in attendance and there will be a question and 

answer session after the film 

Tickets are just £5 and are available now. You can 

book on line by clicking on the “Buy a Ticket” button 

on this link to the Conquest Theatre’s website.   

https://conquest-theatre.co.uk/whats-on/ 

VERY IMPORTANT FOR OUR SECTION 

These evenings at the Conquest have not only been 

very popular, but they have made an excellent 

contribution to section funds. Please do your best to 

attend and don’t forget to promote the evening to 

friends and family.   

https://artisanscooters.com/
https://conquest-theatre.co.uk/whats-on/


Thursday March 5th – Club night west - The 

Greyhound Hotel 3 Garth Road, Builth Wells, Powys, 

Mid Wales, LD2 3AR. 

The first club night based in the west of our newly 

enlarged section. Your chance to meet up with 

likeminded people in your area. Bring a bike if you 

can and park it at the front of the hotel – we would 

like to make a show. The Greyhound offers good 

food at sensible prices. 

 

Sunday March 8th – Bromsberrow village Hall 10:00 

a.m. – Autojumble 

 

 

Thursday 12th March – Tesco to the Moon. Meet at 

the café at Tesco Belmont HR2 7XS at 09:30 for a 

10:00 start.  

A great ride to the SW of Hereford. Stopping at 

Grosmont castle for a look at the amazing ruins and 

then the Bell at Skenfrith for coffee (NP7 8UH), before 

finishing  at The Moon at Mordiford for lunch. About 

45 miles in all. 

 
Martin Lyall recommends the hot chocolate at 

Tesco’s café. He assures us that with the addition of 

a few marshmallows, it is “The drink of Champions” 

 

Thursday March 19th - 7.00 pm at the Moon, 

Mordiford HR1 4LW – Club night  

Club night - a chance to chat to friends and meet 

like-minded people. 

 

Saturday April 4th – VMCC vintage training day 

Curborough Sprint course Netherstowe Ln, 

Lichfield WS13 8EJ 
The first of these ever-popular Club training days will 

be held at Curborough Sprint Course on 4th April.  

This is your chance to ride vintage hand-change 

machines including the club’s own Reed Scott, 

Brough Superior SS80, and Triumph SD plus many 

other machines kindly brought along by VMCC. 

Training days make ideal gifts for birthdays or 

Father’s day.  

Curborough is situated just off the A38 trunk road 

between Burton on Trent and Lichfield. For full 

details, call Pam at Allen House 01283 540557 

 

Sunday May 31st 2020 – The British Motor 

Museum , Gaydon CV35 0BJ - Banbury Run 

2020  
Up to 500 machines, all built before Dec 31st 1930 will 

be on show. You can view them all at the start and 

finish in parc ferme or you can watch them on the 

roads around Gaydon and Banbury.  

 
The first machines will start at 10:00 and will return 

from about 1:00 p.m. onwards.  

It costs just £35 per machine to enter and it really is 

a “bucket list” event. If you don’t have a suitable 

machine, to ride, then make the effort to go and see 

this amazing spectacle.  



To add to the fun, there will be approximately 100 

autojumble stands. 

Entries are now open and forms can be found here 

on the VMCC website. Entries are on a strict “first 

come – first served” basis, so don’t delay. 

https://www.banbury-run.co.uk/Info-Forms 

 

Sat & Sun July 11th & 12th VMCC Festival of 1000 

Bikes – Mallory Park 
Bob Abberley and John Macklin have kindly 

arranged to look after the section stand in the 

“Avenue of Clubs”. Last year, we put on a superb 

display of machines and would like to do the same 

again in 2020. If you have an interesting or unusual 

machine and would like to offer it for display, please 

contact Bob on 07850 270677. There are free entry 

tickets for anyone offering a bike for display. 

 
This is a great weekend, with a dazzling array of 

bikes, of all eras circulating the track for almost all of 

the 2 days. The Saturday is given over to road going 

machines where ordinary members like you and I 

can feel what it’s like to ride the hallowed racing 

tarmac of Mallory. The Sunday is about race 

machinery – famous machines and famous riders 

are everywhere. No John Cooper v Ago this year, 

but there will be a host of stars in the “Past Masters” 

sessions.   I would urge you to make the effort to go 

for at least a day, but a better idea would be to 

camp (or caravan) for the weekend. You won’t 

regret it. 

Entry forms for the 2020 VMCC Festival of 1000 bikes 

can be download from the VMCC website, or you 

can call the VMCC office.  

SWM RESTORATION – PART 2 

The transformation continues. The Rotax engine has 

been rebuilt by Mordiford motor-cycle engineer 

“Mitch” - friend and saviour to many section 

members!  

andrewhughmitchell@gmail.com 

Bits were not too hard to find, but the kick-start shaft 

was a problem and Chris managed to find the last 

new one in captivity. Isolastic swinging arm bushes 

are poor quality and can be problematic to fit. 

Chris’s needed some serious fettling to install. The 

swinging arm has been modified from the original by 

the addition of a fourth shock mounting hole, 

inboard from the rest. This modification, which raises 

the ride height was normally only done on works 

machines and then only for taller riders. This raises 

the possibility that the machine may have been 

ridden by Arthur Browning – more research is 

needed 

 
ATM vapour blasting based on the Rotherwas 

Industrial Estate in Hereford, restored the rims 

and hubs and organised the powder coating. 

http://www.atmvapourblasting.co.uk/ 

The wheels were re-built by Mitch, using new 

stainless spokes.  

 

https://www.banbury-run.co.uk/Info-Forms
mailto:andrewhughmitchell@gmail.com
http://www.atmvapourblasting.co.uk/


Whilst 1001 smaller jobs still remain to be completed, 

the last major item is a wiring loom and Chris is 

hopeful the bike will be on its wheels and ready to 

roll in the next few weeks. 

We will complete the story of Chris’s restoration in the 

next issue. If you would like to share details of your 

restoration, please contact us, we would love to 

hear from you. 

 

Harris Matchless G80 
The question to which there can be no answer is 

“What is the ideal bike for VMCC club runs?” We all 

have a bike we love and probably one (or two) we 

love to hate. 

A bike which has always intrigued me and which 

always looks good on the road is the Harris 

Matchless.  Like the ‘70s Goldstar, many dislike the 

use of the Matchless name, but there is little we can 

do about it. 

We occasionally see Paul Harris’s machine on our 

club runs and I am grateful that Paul was happy to 

write a piece about his own bike………… 

 

“My 1987 Harris Matchless G80(pictured right), 

known in our house as Big Harry,  was purchased in 

May 2017 after  a bit of search to find a good one 

that was going suited my needs. 

ELECTRIC START 

I wanted a bike that was relatively light, had electric 

start, sound braking, was sure footed and 

comfortable to ride for 100+ mile rides. Reasonable 

performance yes but if it would trundle along at 50 

to 60 then that would be fine.   I did try a Honda XBR 

which I liked but for long rides I thought would be 

uncomfortable.  

IMPRESSED 

A fair amount has been written about Les Harris’s 

Matchless, Real Classics, and it seems many really 

like them, some are not so impressed but I am very 

pleased with mine. 

GREEN LANER? 

The previous owner was Eric Mulraney, who I am 

advised in his earlier life had been a very successful 

Moto-X rider mainly on the West Country circuit. He 

had done a reasonable amount to maintain and 

improve the machine to ride in the Cotswolds and 

its green lanes but sadly had passed away and the 

bike had stood unused for about 12 months.  

 
 

 
WHICH CARB IS BEST? 

When purchased it was not running but replacing 

the battery plus a bit of fettling and an end to end 

service and it was ready to ride. It took a bit of 

patience to sort the carburation and achieve 

sensible running and fuel consumption and 

although many advocate changing the carb to a 

Mikuni I retained the Dellorto which is fine for my 

needs. Eric had fitted a small gearbox output 

sprocket to give low gearing and I increased the size 

of this to give a better road riding machine. 

ROTAX 500CC MOTOR 

Although designed by the Les Harris team, 

principally Brian Jones, they are a bit of a Euro 

special. I understand they had the frame made in 

Italy and used Italian suspension. Laverda petrol 

tank and the excellent well proven Rotax 504 500cc 

unit and quite a few parts are Triumph T140, from the 

Bonneville they built.  

I have covered over 3k miles since purchase with 

approximately 200 in a single day. It’s not at all a big 

single plonker and needs to be spinning at 2.5k plus 

for things to happen but for me it does the job well. 

ELECTRIC START IS BEST 

They do come up occasionally in fact there was one 

for sale in the November VMCC journal although it 

sounded as if it was a kick start model which would 

be fine except the left hand lever is set high and not 

that easy to use.  

ITALIAN COMPONENTS 

Launched in 1987 by motorcycle spares 

businessman, Les Harris, and designed by Brian 

Jones,[5] a new "Matchless G80" single was released 

powered by an Austrian Rotax 4-stroke, single over-

head cam (SOHC), 500cc engine. Components 

from Italy such as front and rear Paioli suspension, 

Dellorto carburretor, Lafranconi silencers and 

Brembo disc brakes were used [6] whilst, harking 

back to his licence-built Triumph Bonneville T140s, 

the frame doubled up as the oil tank. German 

components included the Varta battery and 

Magura switchgear. The model was offered in 

colours of silver, black or metallic burgundy. 

Although electric start and twin disc brakes were 

options, priced at £2700 (£500 more than a Yamaha 

motorcycle of similar specification), this was not a 

successful machine and production ended by 1990. 

………….Paul Harris 

 
SOME BACKGROUND ON HARRIS MOTORCYCLES 

Licensed to produce Triumph Bonnevilles whilst the 

John Bloor-owned company developed an entirely 

new range of up-to-the-minute models, Les Harris 



also bought the rights to the Matchless name in 1988 

and manufactured the G80 at his small factory in 

Newton Abbott, Devon continuing for 10 years. 

Designed by Brian Jones, production of the Harris 

Matchless began in 1987 and continued into the 

early 1990s, towards the end to special order only. 

Reportedly some 850 units were produced in three 

colours; black, metallic burgundy and silver.” 

 

POSTPONMENT OF OUR PLANNED TRAIL RIDE 

Please note that, owing to a clash of dates we will 

not be holding our planned trail ride on April 25th. A 

new date, close to the original will be found and we 

will update you in the next newsletter. 

 

NORTON MOTORCYCLES 
Sad to report that one of the most famous names in 

British motorcycle history went into administation on 

Jan 29th 2020. Lee Causer, of administrators BDO, 

said: "We are taking all necessary steps to ensure 

that customers, staff and suppliers are supported 

through the administration process. Our job is to 

determine and execute the most appropriate 

strategy as swiftly as possible to protect creditors' 

interests, bearing in mind the need to minimise 

distress for all parties."  

 

Fine words, but of little comfort to those who work 

there, those suppliers with unpaid bills and those 

who have paid deposits and not yet received their 

machines.  

RUMOURS 

Rumours of financial difficulty have been swirling 

round the company for some time and in early Jan, 

majority shareholder Stuart Garner announced that 

the company had been working with HM Revenue 

& Customs to avoid a winding up petition. 

 
Now here’s a thought..........…..I wonder if Triumph 

might pick up the pieces – after all there is a 

precedent for these two brands to live under the 

same roof – think back to 1973. 

 

Updates and other stuff can be 

found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire 

section. Feel free to post to it. 

 

VMCC MEMBERSHIP FORM 

For those who can’t sleep at night because you’re 

not VMCC members. You can put your mind at rest 

by completing the attached form and sending it off 

with your cheque for £37. You can also join on-line 

(and pay by PayPal) by following this link:-  

https://www.vmccshop.net/membership 

 

https://www.vmccshop.net/membership

