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PAST EVENTS 
Thursday June 13th - Mid Wales Meander  

A poor forecast and a rainy start to the day meant 

a small turnout. The sun really did shine on the 

righteous and despite the forecast, we enjoyed 

good weather on this excellent ride over the Eppynt. 

  
Thursday June 20th -  The Moon, Mordiford HR1 4LW – 

Club night and “Bring and Buy sale”  

By any standards, the “Bring and Buy” was a bit of a 

flop and this judgement isn’t just because no-one 

wanted to buy my tandem frame! The evening was 

enlivened by this beautiful Vincent outfit   

and rounded off with a blast up the road on Terry 

Pickering’s new PE Suzuki. Life is good! 

 

Sunday June 23rd - HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE 

EDGE 2019 – The best entry yet was confronted by 

the worst weather yet. A late afternoon storm 

caused an unusually high level of retirements.  

 
Whilst some riders and machines found the 

apocalyptic rain a terminal challenge, others just 

seemed to rise (float?) above it. Colin Durnall, with 

the minimum of fuss and fanfare, rode his 1937 

350cc Red Panther from Wolverhampton to the 

Leintwardine start, visited 24 waypoints, collected 

his gold medal and rode the 45 miles back home. 
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All this on a 3 speed hand change machine with 

modest brakes, girder forks, no rear suspension and 

about 15 hp. We bow down to you Colin! 

  
Terry Pickering and his riding partners, Ollie and Toby 

Victor-Trott managed to visit every waypoint, 

Ragged and otherwise and claim their well-

deserved “Ragged Gold” medals. They might have 

arrived at the Ross finish a little earlier if they hadn’t 

spent almost an hour searching for a non-existent 

waypoint which had mysteriously found its way into 

Terry’s Satnav. Who needs technology? 

The “Ragged Edge” waypoints were a big 

improvement over 2018. This was largely due to the 

 

generosity of the Downton, Kentchurch and  Eastnor 

Estates who granted us special permission to ride 

their roads. The event’s regulations promised that 

these unsurfaced roads would be “passable on 

road bikes on road tyres” as was ably demonstrated 

by Andrew and Steve Sumner on their ’26 BSA and 

’28 New Imperial, seen here at Shelderton and Keith 

Johnston on his BMW R80 ST seen here at R25 on 

Brilley Mountain. Not everyone’s first choice for a trail 

bike! 

 
Steve and Andrew both collected bronze medals, 

the first time either bike or rider had finished the 

event. Steve summed up the day perfectly “Got lost 

a bit, laughed a lot, chatted to folks, bounced along 

some lanes, got wet and came away with a medal 

each. Two very happy boys. Thanks to the 

organising team for a proper gradely day out.” For 

those of you unfamiliar with the dialect favored by 

the quaint northern peoples of our great country, 

“gradely” is the ultimate expression of approval. An 

accolade rarely bestowed, but much appreciated. 

Chris Lawton-Smith doesn’t seem to be enjoying life 

on the 1936 Brough SS80, but he did manage an 

excellent Gold on a bike perhaps better suited to 

the banked oval of Brooklands than the tiny lanes 

above Hay. There were some excellent 

performances from section regulars, who claimed 

over 30% of the medals awarded. 

 
Herefordshire on the Edge 2019 organisers - Roger 

Bibbings and Geoff McGladdery would like to thank 

Adie Turford for allowing us to use his excellent 

photographs, the Plumer family for once again 

running the Ross-on-Wye start, Cath Sumner for 

doing the same at Leintwardine, Maggie 

McGladdery for untold hours of office work, Ray 

Whittaker who designs the event stickers and last but 

by no means least, our erstwhile codeboard “putter-

upperers”, Ian Taylor and Richard Hale. 

We are grateful to Sally’s Place (known to all as 

British Camp café), The Lion at Leintwardine, who 

once again allowed us the exclusive use of their 



“Top” bar and provided the excellent special lunch 

and afternoon menu, Café Hay, new supporters of 

the event, and the Traveler’s Rest, who, once again 

allowed us office space and car parking for the start 

and finish. 

NEXT YEAR 
The 2020 edition of Herefordshire on the Edge – 

planned for Sunday June 28th will be the 5th in the 

series. It has grown from being a local/regional 

event attracting 50 starters to a nationally significant 

event attracting almost 100. The VMCC 

Herefordshire section can be very proud to host this 

event.  Herefordshire on the Edge 2020 will follow a 

similar pattern to its predecessors, with a focus on 

improving the entrant’s experience and invoking 

whatever gods may exist to provide better weather. 

We are looking for volunteers to work with the 

existing team, to discover how it all works, with a 

view to taking greater responsibility in future years. If 

you think you might be interested, call Geoff 

McGladdery on 07588 559698 for a chat. 

 
 

Sunday June 16th - THE BANBURY RUN 
At least four section members entered this year’s 

“Banbury Run”, surely the VMCC’s flagship event. 

Entrants must ride bikes manufactured before 31st 

December 1930. More than 450 started from The 

British Motor Museum, Gaydon, and what a 

wonderful spectacle it was. The paddock area must 

be the best living motor-cycle museum in the world.  

Our intrepid 4, all of them first-timers, had 

mixed results. Terry Pickering was unable to start due 

to a dislocated knee, Chris Richards, John Macklin 

and Geoff McGladdery all finished, with Chris 

winning a silver award. 

John Macklin is seen here looking cool calm and 

collected on the smart 1929 350 Raleigh he bought 

specially for the event is seen here leaving the start. 

 
Chris Richards, raring to go, is mounted on Rob 

Woodford’s 1929 550cc CSD Triumph.  

 

Memo to self, must get more “period appropriate” 

clothing for next year! 

 
 

FUTURE EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
Wednesday 10th July 11:00 a.m.- Classic car and 

bike auction - Brightwell’s , Easter’s Mart, Leominster, 

HR6 0DE  

As usual with these mixed auctions there are only a 

few bikes – usually the last lots at the end of the 

afternoon, but amongst them, there are some 



attractive offerings, like the 1986 Honda NS400R - a 

street-legal 3 cylinder two-stroke inspired by Honda's 

NS500 Grand Prix -bike ridden by Freddie Spencer. 

In deference to Japanese market regulations, 

capacity was restricted to 383 cc, but Its lack of 

capacity, is more than offset by HRC’s trickery. The 

engine is smooth, with a wide spread of power and 

for just 73 BHP, shockingly quick. The handling is 

outstanding. I only rode one once – some15 years 

ago, but I still have a vivid memory of this amazing 

machine. Guaranteed to turn heads. 

 

“It’s a Rudge Ulster Jim, but not as we know it!” This 

one started life as a standard “Ulster” in 1938, but

 

has been extensively updated with 50’s BSA front 

forks and brakes alloy rims and a swinging arm. A 

triumph of pragmatism over originality! Said to be in 

good mechanical condition this would make an 

excellent machine for local conditions – definitely 

not one for the purists! 

If you’re looking for something to bring to our café 

racer ride in September, your search is over. 

Lot 208 is a TRIBSA, first registered as such in 1968! 
According to their catalogue this one is “….the result 

of cross-pollination between a 1957 BSA B31 and a 

Triumph Thunderbird and has all the right bits in all 

the right places: Rocket Gold Star petrol tank, 

Goldie megaphone ‘silencers’, T110 cylinder head, 

E3134 cam, Morgo oil pump, oil filter and Norton 

Roadholder forks.” I couldn’t have put it better 

myself.

 
For full details, follow this link  

https://www.brightwells.com/classic-motoring  

Friday July 12th – Sunday July 14th - The Festival of 

1000 bikes – Mallory Park, Kirkby Mallory, LE9 7QE. 

The Section has taken a 30ft x 20ft space in the 

Avenue of Clubs for the duration of the event. We 

need about 10 bikes to display for the Saturday and 

Sunday. Anyone offering to display a bike for either 

or both days will receive a FREE pass – worth £50 - for 

the weekend, with priority being given to those who 

can attend for both days. The area is on the outside 

of the circuit, but anyone who has entered their bike 

for the Saturday or Sunday track day sessions, can 

park on the club stand and gain access to the 

circuit without problems. Camping is also available 

close by. If you are displaying a bike (and of course 

getting in for free) you will be expected to take a 

turn at manning the stand. If you want to display a 

bike, or just help out with the club stand, then 

contact Geoff McGladdery as a matter of urgency 

on 07588 559698. 

NO GINGER TWEED SUIT! 

It's unclear, just how many section members have 

entered the track day sessions, but Geoff 

McGladdery is a definite aboard his 1929 Ariel for 3 

sessions on the Saturday – the day reserved for road 

bikes. Sadly he has been unable to acquire the 

ginger tweed suit he aspired to, so less alarming 

clothing will be the order of the day. 

RACE BIKE DAY – SUNDAY 

The Sunday of the Festival of 1000 bikes is reserved 

for “Race” bikes and should provide spectacular 

entertainment. Amongst the “Past Master’s” will be 

the legendary Giacomo Agostini, John Cooper, 

Mick Grant, Steve Parish, Alex George and Trevor 

Nation. 

THE GROWLER 

Trevor Nation, will be giving the McGladdery family’s 

1984 F1 TT machine its first serious run in 30 years in 

one of the race sessions. The bike a 750 Kawasaki 

engined special was built by Geoff’s late brother 

Andy with the help of friends and family to compete 

in the TTF1 World Championship – the forerunner to 

World Superbike. As a penniless privateer, Andy 

piloted the Growler to 4th in the TT, 5th at the Ulster, 

6th at Villa Real and 8th at Assen, capturing an 
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excellent  5th place in that year’s World 

Championship.  

Sold at the end of the season to fund new Suzuki 

GSXR powered machines, the Growler did duty as a 

club racer prior to retirement. It was discovered in 

more or less original condition about 15 years ago 

and painstakingly restored by Vince Jaques and 

friends. After a few false dawns and some 

disappointment, she is now ready to run again, 

looking just like she did on June 4th 

1984………………………..we hope! 

 

 Saturday July 13th – Ross-on-Wye Cattle market – 

South Midlands Autojumble – 9:00 a.m. 

At just £4 admission, these Autojumbles are always 

worth a visit, with plenty of free parking and  a mix 

of traders and private sellers. If you want to clear out 

your garage or shed, it’s not too late to take a pitch 

- call John Harding on 01989 750731  

Thursday July 18th Bike show and Club night - The 

Moon, Mordiford HR1 4LW, commencing 7:00 p.m. 

The 3rd running of our "Open to All" bike show. As it 

says on the tin - all are welcome. No entry fees, no 

pre-booking and no restrictions. If it’s got 2 (or even 

3) wheels we would love to see it and so would a lot 

of people who turn up. Please note that this is not a 

concourse event! Quirky, weird, oily-rag and super 

shiny are all welcome. Prizes and barbecue. Bikes to 

be in place by 8:30p.m. when judging will start. 

 
 

 

Sunday July 21st – Forest of Dean ride - Meet at The 

Traveller’s rest Ross-on-Wye HR9 7QJ – 10:00 for 

10:30. 

A ride through the lanes of the Forest of Dean, 

stopping for lunch at the Rising Sun at Moseley 

Green, Parkend, Lydney GL15 4HN. ( it even has a 

sloping drive for anyone needing bump-start!) There 

is an interesting 40 minute route back to Travellers 

Rest via Blakeney, Littledean and Mitcheldean. Led 

by local resident Mike Bertensaw - around 70 miles. 

 

Tuesday 30th July – H&H Motor Cycle Auction - 

National Motor Cycle Museum - Coventry Road, 

Bickenhill, Solihull B92 0EJ (M42 Junction 6) 

The usual excellent catalogue of bikes has been 

assembled by H&H, with almost 250 lots already 

listed. Unusually, there are 10 Autocycles on offer 

and for our Welsh friends one of them is this very rare 

1950 Villiers engine 98cc Bown – a restoration project 

with some missing parts, but surely worthy of 

someone’s love and care. 

 
Forget the Vincents and the excellent collection of 

Hondas on offer, just feast your eyes on this 1975 

350cc Jawa Enduro machine - a genuine ISDT bike 

from that year’s event in the Isle of Man. By then 

these bikes were beginning to look a little old 

fashioned, but they were rugged and reliable and 

in the right hands they could still win Gold medals. 

This one was ridden to  a Bronze, by British rider HJ 

Goad.



 
If you fancy an Enduro bike but want something rare 

and sophisticated  – how about this Italian beauty? 

A rare Husky powered 1977 Laverda LH3. 

 
Staying in Italy, this splendidly eccentric 1955 500cc 

Moto Guzzi Astore would look great in my garage. 

Just how does that rear suspension work? 

To see what else is on offer. Just follow this link. 

https://online.handh.co.uk/m/view-

auctions/catalog/id/112/ 

 

Thursday 15th August - 7.00 pm at the Moon, 

Mordiford HR1 4LW – Club night and short ride  

A chance to get together, show off your favourite or 

latest machine, talk the usual nonsense and go for 

short ride  

Saturday August 17th – HJ Pugh’s auction – all details 

below. This looks like an interesting and unusual 

auction. There is a provisional catalogue, which can 

be seen by following the link below. We will feature 

some of the lots in the August newsletter. 

http://www.hjpugh.com/cyclesales/170819photos.

pdf 

 

Sunday August 18th – Off-road Training day. 

A venue for this event has yet to be confirmed, but 

it will definitely not be held at Foice Farm 

Llanfihangel Nant Melan, New Radnor. Apologies 

for the lack of hard information, but as soon as final 

arrangements have been made, we will let you 

know. The August newsletter will carry all the details. 

 

Sunday 2nd September – Café racer ride - CHANGE 

OF VENUE – THIS WILL NOW START AT Dom’s bike stop, 

Stoke Prior Rd, Leominster HR6 0QJ. There is 

adequate parking for vans and trailers and it is 

possible to camp overnight if you need.

 
 

A BIKE TRIP TO INDIA 
Paul Myers has shared a fascinating report of his 

motorcycle trip to India. We will be running it over 

the next few newsletters,  

PART 1 

We arrived in Goa after a long and tiring 16 hour 

journey. We’d had a short break in Bahrain airport 

during the overnight flight. The opulence in the duty 

free there was out of this world but very expensive 
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so my wallet stayed firmly in my pocket. It was all 

quite surreal. We’d had to take our hand luggage 

off the plane so we’d made contact with a few of 

our fellow companions for the next two weeks. The 

tank and helmet bags kind of gave us all away! 

There were three lads from Northern Ireland and a 

father and son from Essex. We had a doctor and a 

fully qualified ambulanceman in the party anyway! 

Queuing to pass through immigration took a while, 

especially as we were keen to get our first view of 

the country we had travelled so far to see, but 

eventually we reached the arrivals reception area 

to be completely surrounded by the local porters 

clamouring to help us with our bags (at a charge) 

It’s difficult to say no when you’re totally out of your 

own environment, tired and don’t know how to 

react. Fortunately the tour company we were 

expecting to meet us were on hand and took 

charge. Our bags were soon loaded on their 

minibus as we gathered all the members of the 

group together. There had been eleven of us on the 

plane, five of whom we had already made contact 

with. 

The other four were Archie and Harry, pals from 

Scotland, Richard a young father ‘on leave’ from his 

wife and children along with Dave a biker from the 

old-school who maintained and rode a garage full 

of various old English bikes including Enfield Bullets 

and BSA’s. 

CRAZY INDIAN DRIVING 

A fairly hectic 30 km ride in the minibus saw us 

introduced to the crazy Indian driving standards, 

which were rather scary and a bit of a culture shock. 

Soon we were delivered to the headquarters of the 

tour company www.blazingtrails.com , a large 

Portuguese villa from a previous age in the history of 

Goa. The house was one of dilapidated splendour, 

hidden from the main roads and guarded by various 

dogs and a monkey. 

ENFIELDS GLINTING IN THE SUN 

We were given a welcome, a bit of a safety brief on 

local riding standards and then an introduction to 

the bikes. Outside there was a line of about 18 

Enfields, mainly black with the chrome glinting in the 

sun. The bikes were chosen for us on the whole, by 

the mechanic, Jamal. We were shown how to kick-

start the Enfield (there were a few of us who had 

never experienced this) then asked, in turn, to start 

our own bikes,  having accomplished this it was 

followed by a short ride to familiarize ourselves with 

them. (Fortunately they didn’t examine our riding 

too closely and we all managed the bikes well 

enough for them to OK our riding! even if some of us 

had to have some help kick-starting the Enfields 

after they had been stalled) 

 
Then we were taken into the nearby seaside resort 

of Kalangute to our hotel for the night. The evening 

was taken up with a walk to watch the magnificent 

sunset over the sea. The beach was full of hundreds 

of people - locals and tourists all just there to watch 

the same spectacle of the sunset, a daily 

occurrence! Floating overhead were thousands of 

dragonflies in a myriad of different colours. The sun 

set really quickly and we walked back in the dark to 

supper in a cosy restaurant we found. It was pretty 

hot that first night and we were grateful that we 

were to be up early and heading for the cooler hills 

- colonial style. 

MASTERING THE ENFIELDS 

The next morning we were picked up at dawn by 

the mini-bus and taken back to the villa. We had 

now been joined by Angie, a rider from Preston who 

had travelled on a later flight. We were soon on the 

road, travelling east, although we stopped after 

about an hour for breakfast. Those early miles were 

quite a challenge for all of us, especially those who 

had never ridden an old British bike with its right foot 

gear change, one up, three down and left foot 

brake. There was also a considerable lack of power 

compared to the Harley’s Vanessa and I were used 

to. The Enfields are very pleasant bikes to ride 

though and ideally suited to the Indian roads and 

traffic. 

 
BADLY DAMAGED ROADS 

We soon left what had passed for comfortable 

habitations, into the countryside. It was quite a 

shock to see how some of the villagers live. A tangle 

of branches by the road side daubed in mud would 

often reveal itself to be a home for a large family. 

The route deteriorated and we were now riding on 

a very uneven track, albeit twenty feet wide. We 

had arrived in Goa just at the end of the monsoon 

season. The roads are usually badly damaged or 

even washed away during the monsoons and much 

of the dry season is spent rebuilding and repairing 

them, mainly by hand with only basic tools.  

POTHOLES AND RUTS 

This particular road had suffered more than usual 

and for about 30 miles we lurched between ruts and 

potholes. We were both glad that we had been on 

an off-road course just before we travelled to India. 

At times we were riding through soft red mud and at 
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other times we were being covered in red dust, 

constantly dodging the continuous stream of lorries 

making much slower progress in both directions. 

Although traffic was essentially driving on the left as 

in England, it seemed not to matter too much 

especially on this road where occasionally there 

simply wasn’t anywhere to go other than on the 

right-hand side. 

NEED TO KNOW 

I should also say that at this time we had no idea 

where we were going or what kind of places we 

were to stay in each night. The tour was run on a 

“need to know” basis which worked very well as 

each stop was different to the last and was a 

surprise. As well as the paying customers the group 

consisted of Ryan the leader, Jamal the mechanic 

and tail ender, Clint an outrider, Ali the support 

vehicle driver and Josie the medic, who sometimes 

rode in the van and sometimes pillion with Jamal. At 

times we did get spread out but Clint’s job was to 

drop off at the junctions to make sure we didn’t miss 

any turnings. This system worked well and no-one 

got lost. 

AT LAST – GREAT ROADS 

Once the track came to an end we had about 30 

miles of a wonderful biking road, empty of traffic 

and lovely sweeping bends on a well surfaced road 

before suddenly arriving at our destination for the 

night. Totally unexpected it was a jungle camp 

consisting of mud huts and a restaurant.  

Because we’d had such an early start it was only just 

lunch time when we arrived, which gave us plenty 

of time to enjoy some white water rafting before 

gathering round the campfire and enjoying a few 

Kingfishers. The campfire and the Kingfishers were to 

become a regular ritual over the next 10 days or so. 

….to be continued 

 

 

FOR SALE - 1980 Honda CB250RS 

Excellent, 250cc four-valve single with fresh 

paintwork and less than 20,000 miles. 8 months MOT, 

fully fettled & serviced, new battery, tyres, 

suspension etc. and in regular reliable use. Just won 

a Silver in Hereford on the Edge with pillion! Some 

rust on frame as well as scuffs on exhaust and 

indicator from being dropped (not by me!). Viewing 

welcome, contact Fred on 01885 482218 or 

Fred.Spaven@gmail.com. Beautiful, quick and 

lightweight bike ready to enjoy. £1,600. 

`

 
 

 

DES GRUBB 
We are indebted to Pete and Jan Howells for these 

memories of the life and times of Des Grubb, an 

enthusiastic member of the VMCC, Herefordshire 

and Worcestershire sections who passed away on 

the18th May. 

Des, born in 1937, attended Broadwas School and 

Christopher Whitehead’s in Worcester. He took 

piano lessons and could read music.  

THE COUNTRYMEN 

Des, his brother Derek and friends formed a group 

called The Countrymen where he played the 

double bass.  HIs lifelong interest was church organs 

and he played in most of the churches in 

Worcestershire.  He was also accomplished on 

piano and concertina. Bromyard’s Bill Morris used to 

organise rail excursions from Bromyard to Blackpool.  

On the very last one Des entertained the passengers 

in the dining car with his accordion which he just 

happened to have with him! and continued in 

Blackpool station because the acoustics were so 

good. 

THINGS WITH SPARK PLUGS 

He was apprenticed at Crown East Blacksmiths and 

attended Hereford College where he qualified as a 

Farrier, but said he was more interested in things with 

spark plugs. 

His National Service was with the REME and spent his 

time down south working on amphibious vehicles - 

DUKW's and enjoyed the sea trials for testing.  While 

he was there he re-built a Triumph Tiger 100. In the 

1956 Suez crisis he was again called up but was 

posted to Lancashire!   

Back in civvy-street he worked for Denco in Hereford 

and was considered a very good welder particularly 

in aluminium. 

Des owned 3 vintage tractors and entered 

ploughing matches with great enthusiasm. Awards 

and rosettes adorned his kitchen walls. 

LIFELONG MOTORCYCLIST 

He was a lifelong motorcyclist riding in scrambles, 

touring and rallies. At the end of one Shropshire 

Section Long Mountain run a concourse was 

organised in the car park.  There was an immaculate 

Enfield Twin which the owner fully expected to win, 

but tactical voting by the Herefordshire section 

members resulted in Des's very oily rag Ariel with an 

apple crate for a top box winning the award.  He 

was so overwhelmed he dropped the cup and the 

owner of the Enfield did not see the funny side and 

rode off - and was never seen again. 

ONE OF LIFE’S GREAT CHARACTERS 

 Des was knowledgeable and competent in his 

many interests, a true country gentleman.  Time 

meant nothing to Des, but time spent with him was 

always interesting and fun.  One of life's great 

characters.   He will be sadly missed by his friends 

and all who knew him.  We will not see his like again. 

Rest in Peace Des. 

 

 

 Updates and other stuff can be 

found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire 

section. Feel free to post to it. 


