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PAST EVENTS 
Sunday 27th January – The Castles ride. Roger 

Bibbings plotted an excellent 65+ mile route and 

despite the low temps and the promise of rain, there 

was a good turnout. Sadly we couldn’t persuade 

the powers that be at Croft castle to allow non 

Natiional Trust access to their café, so we just drove 

past the door, glimpsed the castle from across the 

fields and then rode on to the ever-welcoming (and 

busy) Watering Hole Café at Hill Barn Bungalow, 

Hereford HR6 9SR. (on the A4110 just North of 

Mortimer’s Cross). Highly recommended! 

 

Hopton castle was very impressive and the route 

from Aymestrey to Ludlow was excellent, if a little 

muddy in places. Highlight of the day was Steve 

Sumner’s surprise 65th Birthday cake, presented by 

his family and enjoyed by our greedy members! 

They even managed a candle! 

 
 

FUTURE EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
Saturday Feb 2nd 9:30 a.m.and Sunday Feb 3rd 9:30 

a.m. - Bristol Classic MotorCycle Show - Bath & West 

Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 6QN.  

This excellent but unhelpfully named show is actually 

at Shepton Mallet; as much as 45 minutes drive 

South from Bristol city centre. Always well supported 

by clubs, there are lots of interesting bikes to see, 

plus the usual array of trade stands and an outside 

autojumble. It’s well worth the effort even though it 

always seems to be bloody freezing and the queue 

to turn in off the main road is tedious. Tickets are £11 

in advance and £13 on the day. Book on-line at 

https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/category/TIC

KET 

Sunday Feb 3rd 12:00 p.m. – Charterhouse Classic 

Bike Auction at the Bristol Classic MotorCycle Show 

- Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset 

BA4 6QN.  

The event is held in the Exmoor Hall on the show site 

and viewing is possible all day Saturday and on the 

Sunday morning prior to the start of bidding at 12:00. 

Amongst the 95 fairly undistinguished lots, there is this 

tidy looking 1949 Vincent Black Shadow. 

 
This intriguing 1955 Peugeot Triporteur, formerly part 

of a French museum collection, was imported in 

2016 and comes with a history file containing French 

documentation, a sales brochure and sundry 

“paperwork.” 

 
You can view the full catalogue here 
https://www.charterhouse-auction.com 
 

Saturday Feb 9th 10:00 a.m. - HJ Pugh Ledbury 

Salerooms HR8 2AQ - Auction of Vintage & Classic 

Motor-cycles, Spare parts and Automobilia. Viewing 

mailto:herefordvmcc@outlook.com
https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/category/TICKET
https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/category/TICKET
https://www.charterhouse-auction.com/


on the afternoon of Friday Feb 8th and on the 

morning of the sale from 09:00 a.m. You can find the 

catalogue, on line at  

 http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html 

 

Saturday Feb 16th 10:a.m. - 5:00 p.m.& Sunday Feb 

17th 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. – THE CLASSIC DIRT BIKE 

SHOW -  The International Centre, St Quentin Gate, 

Telford, Shropshire TF3 4JH – Does what it says on the 

tin. Fantastic display of classic off-road bikes with lots 

of trade stands and an outside Autojumble. If you’re 

interested in Classic off-road DO NOT MISS THIS 

SHOW. Multiple world, indoor and British Trials 

champion Dougie Lampkin and the mighty BSA 

warrior John Banks have been confirmed as the star 

guests. If you’re looking for Autojumble bargains, 

Saturday is the best day and much as it pains me to 

say it, you should probably pay the extra £3 for early 

entry to the autojumble. (From 9:00 a.m.) Tickets are 

available by phone 01507 529529, or on line -    
https://www.classicmagazines.co.uk/product/show

/id/18  There is a miserly early booking discount. 

 

Thursday 21st Feb – CLUB NIGHT from 7.00 pm at the 

Moon, Mordiford, HR1 4LW – A chance to meet up 

and chat. 

Sunday Feb 24th The John Langford run - Market 

Square in Bromyard, HR7 4BP. Meet at 09:30 for a 

10:00 start. We are the invited guests of the 

Worcestershire section on this long established run, 

led by Pete Howells. Finishes at the Watering Hole 

Cafe, Aymestrey, Herefordshire, HR6 9SR for lunch. 

 

Wednesday 27th Feb- the Conquest Theatre 
Bromyard – 7:30 p.m. - Helen Lloyd and her 

African Adventures. Helen Lloyd will give an 

illustrated talk on her amazing motorcycling exploits 

in Africa. Not to be missed, tickets (£5) available 

from the Theatre website. Helen says she's an 

engineer, but she also writes books and spends most 

of her time doing other things... mostly in remote 

corners of the globe.  

That includes a lot of cycling - 45,000 km across 4 

continents and 45 countries, from the Sahara in 

summer to Siberia in winter - as well as hiking in the 

Alps, horse-riding in Kyrgyzstan and packrafting in 

Nicaragua to name a few.  

 
 

Wanting to try her hand at something new (and 

getting a bit lazy) she upgraded to a XT225 Serow 

and rode it from Cape to Cairo, which took 15 

months… Yes, she could have pedalled it quicker, 

but that’s hardly the point, is it?!  

This is the third evening we have promoted at the 

Conquest Theatre and the previous 2 have sold out. 

Not only have they provided great entertainment, 

but they have been a great source of Section funds. 

Over half of the tickets are already sold, so make 

sure you don’t miss it! Click on the website here ….. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/conquesttheatre/e

vents 

 
 

Saturday March 2nd - H&H Classic Motorcycle 

auction – National Motorcycle Museum Coventry 

Road, Bickenhill, Solihull B92 0EJ. Viewing from 9:00 

a.m. Auction starts at 1:00 p.m. 

As usual H&H have assembled an excellent wide-

ranging catalogue. These two big beauties take the 

eye. This handsome 1958 Ariel square 4 looks ready 

to tour with its period colour-matched Craven 

Panniers, whilst the rare 1932 Matchless Model X with 

its “over the Top” exhausts and massive V-twin side-

valve motor should waft you where you want to go 

in stately splendor. 
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If you are looking for a Banbury bike with brakes that 

work and a re-circulating oil system you could do 

worse than this 1929 350cc Velocette KN. 

 
You can find the full catalogue on the H&H website 

https://online.handh.co.uk/m/view-

auctions/catalog 

 

Wednesday March 6th Brightwells, Easter’s Mart 

Leominster HR6 0DE Classic & Vintage cars & 

Motorcycles.  

Currently there are no bikes listed, but keep your 

eyes on their website, because they frequently get 

some interesting bikes across the block. If you’re 

thinking of  selling, entries close: Friday 8th February  
https://www.brightwells.com/classic-motoring/ 

 

Sunday 7th April Bromyard Speed Festival  
FIFTY YEARS SINCE THE END OF THE SIXTIES 

Bromyard Speed Festival 2019 salutes the classic era 

of the 60’s. The streets of Bromyard will once again 

become automotive party central on Sunday 7th 

April 2019. This year’s festival celebrating the 

motoring golden years of the swinging 1960’s, as it is 

50 years since they ended! 

As well as 60’s feature cars, grids will also include; 

Vintage, Classic, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s Race Cars, Rally, 

Classic Karts, Hill Climb and Aero engined machines 

that shake the very foundations of this historic 

market town. 

 
The motorcycle section this year will celebrate the 

Triumph marque, with special recognition of the 

Bonneville. And as a nod to the epic 1969 film Easy 

Rider, a class for choppers, a spectacle to induce 

the spirit of its day with much sound, colour and vibe 

man!  

 
Section Chairman Geoff McGladdery is clearly 

enjoying himself on his 1950 Triumph Trophy at the 

2017 event as is Maggie McGladery, performing the 

“ballast” function for Robin James.  

 

https://online.handh.co.uk/m/view-auctions/catalog
https://online.handh.co.uk/m/view-auctions/catalog
https://www.brightwells.com/classic-motoring/


 

A special tribute this year will be to the late Whizzo 

of the Williams family, founders of the Bromyard 

based company Fastkart and to Kay his mother who 

is still with us at 104! 

 
Previous years have been enormously successful 

with the biggest crowds ever seen, for any event, on 

the streets of Bromyard. In 2017 over 10,000 people 

attended the street circuit. 2019 will be building on 

the previous year’s success. 

Our section will have a small space for members 

who are riding in the event and for a few interesting 

or unusual bikes. Simon Durrant is organising our 

contribution - more in the next newsletter. If you 

intend to enter a machine in the Festival, you must 

do so as an individual and as soon as possible! 

https://login.bromyardspeedfestival.co.uk/registrati

on/ 

Sadly the Bringsty Grand Prix will not be held this 

year, but is hoped it will stage a comeback in 2020 

 

 

April 20th,(Easter Sat) Ross-on-Wye Livestock 

Centre HR9 7QQ. - Autojumble 
The first of these popular and well-supported 

Autojumbles for 2019. Gates open to the public at 

9:00 and entry is £4.00. If you want to take a stall, 

contact John Harding on 01989 750731 or 01989 

769191 

 

WEB SITE 
Work on the section website continues – it is proving 

to be a much more time-consuming job than at first 

imagined. We are still looking for items to populate 

the site, particularly historical items. If you have any 

old programmes or photographs of events in the 

area, please think about lending them to us so that 

we can scan them. Herefordshire has a rich history 

of Grass Track Racing, Trials and Scrambles. We 

would like to capture and preserve this for future 

generations to enjoy. (see THE OLDEN DAYS below) 

PLEASE DON’T BE SHY – IF IN DOUBT, CONTACT US!! 

 

LOCAL DIRECTORY 
We have had a great response to our directory.  If 

you would like to be added to the list, free of 

charge, or you have suggestions for other local 

suppliers, please get in touch. We would like to 

include all local businesses who can help us keep 

our bikes on the road. 

 

THE OLDEN DAYS 

Before World War I when motoring and motor 

cycling were in their infancy, there were several 

locations in Herefordshire at which speed hill climbs 

and trials were used to test the capability of the 

machines of the day. One such was Fromes Hill, first 

used in August 1904 and last used in May 1907. It ran 

on the A4103 up the hill to the top starting near the 

junction with the B4214.  The course of the road was 

somewhat different from today as the road 

alignment was altered in the 1960s. The course was 

1,289 yards long with 100 yards at a gradient of 1 in 

6.8. Fromes Hill was used as a speed hillclimb venue 

for the ACGBI Light Car Trial based in Hereford. On 

30th August 1904 competitors drove to Worcester 

and climbed the hill on the way. The timed section 

excluded the steepest part but some cars still failed 

the hill.  J.B. Bee in a 6hp Wolseley made the fastest 

climb at 11.8 mph.  

 

On 17th June 1905 the Herefordshire Automobile 

Club organised the next meeting. M.H. Orr-Ewing 

made the best time of day in his 28/36 H.P. Daimler 

with 3 minutes 3.4 seconds. This was followed by 

climbs in the early summer of the next two years and 

the event on 3rd May 1907 attracted 110 entries, the 

most recorded for an event up to that time.  A large 

crowd turned up to watch the proceedings, their 

cars outnumbering the competitors by three to one. 

 

 
 

A two cylinder Rex motor cycle (like the one above 

Ed) was 21.2 seconds faster than the best car, H.C. 

Holder’s 35 HP Daimler. Unfortunately the crowd had 

taken to standing in the road, jumping out of the 

way just in time, and in making the best climb the 

Rex hit a labourer who had not moved fast enough 

and his leg was broken. A whip round was held for 

the man but even though this was generously 

supported, there was a local outcry and Bromyard 

Council banned further use of Fromes Hill.  

https://login.bromyardspeedfestival.co.uk/registration/
https://login.bromyardspeedfestival.co.uk/registration/


Taken from ‘Motorsport Explorer’ by Julian Hunt 2012 

Haynes Publishing ISBN 978 1 84425 634 1 A 

 
Unfortunately, we could only find this car photo. 

If by any remote chance, anyone has a photo 

of the event, or press cuttings, we would love to 

borrow them to scan and load to our website. 

 

YAMAHA SEROW AND THE EXETER TRIAL 
Roger Bibbings talks about his preparations for the 

MCC’s Exeter Trial.  

 
The trusty (slightly rusty) Yamaha Serow is now as 

ready as it will ever be to be ridden down to 

Somerset for the start of the MCC’s Exeter Trial.  I’m 

only entered in Class O, not the trial proper but if I 

make it to the finish in Torquay I will count that a 

success. 

The large amount of luggage on the carrier is 

because I have to carry my CPAP equipment with 

me. Using it every night it is a condition imposed by 

DVLA, if like me, as an OSA sufferer (see 

http://www.sleep-apnoea-trust.org ), you are to be 

allowed to keep your driving licence (- although I do 

not actually suffer from falling asleep while driving). 

There are nevertheless a lot of positive health 

benefits (reduced risk of heart disease, stroke etc) 

from using this kit. (So it’s not all bad news.) 

BORROWED TYRE 

Thanks to Geoff McGladdery for letting me have a 

brand new MT 43 off his Honda 350 project to go on 

the rear. I had to cut the old corroded on tyre off 

(see my Facebook page) and use extreme force to 

get the new cover on. Then, because the new 

(unworn) tyre had a bigger diameter than the 

clapped out old one, I found I could only get the 

clearance by dropping a tooth on the final drive 

sprocket to move the wheel spindle backwards a 

bit. (Good idea anyway for the steeper sections in 

the Trial). Thanks also to Lee motorcycles who sorted 

the carburation for me. 

ROUTE CARD READER

 
The route card reader this time is the whole route in 

the official instructions reduced to 3 sheets of A4 

(normally it about 8) laminated and wrapped 

around two mineral water bottles bottles taped end 

to end with a hole of the right diameter made in 

each end to enable to the whole thing to revolve 

on rubber grommets on the handlebar brace bar. 

Illumination is via small LED torch screwed to the 

mirror stalk. A bigger and much brighter 

rechargeable LED bicycle headlamp is also fitted to 

help light my way up the sections. (The standard 

Yamaha lights are pretty weak.) Oil has been 

changed, chain oiler filled up and basic things 

checked and I’m ready to go. 

Peter Henshaw, Editor of the VMCC Magazine, has 

kindly agreed that I can snooze on his floor in 

Sherborne before I set off for the start point which is 

at the Haynes Museum at Sparkford. I will be there 

just before midnight.  

What can possibly go wrong? 

I’m seventy next month, so whether or not I will still 

want to torture myself again next year by riding 

around in the freezing gloom in E Devon in the wee 

small hours, we’ll have to see. Funny addiction this 

motor cycling. 

(We will report on how Roger fared on the event 

next month – Ed) 

 

SUZUKI TS 185 
This lovely Suzuki drew wistful glances when Neil 

Copestake brought it to the Brass Monkey Ride on 

Boxing Day. If you’re of a certain age, this bike 

would definitely have been on your wish list. As Neil 

recounts in this cautionary tale, getting it to 

Mordiford was not as simple as you might think.  

 
The Suzuki was pulled out of a van at the Worcester 

Auto Club auto jumble in May 2018, my thoughts 

were, “What a nice little bike, I would like that.” After 

http://www.sleep-apnoea-trust.org/


persuading the wife we needed another bike I beat 

up the owner on the price and I duly acquired it. 
NOVA FORMS 

The bike, a USA import, had a NOVA form with it and 

as I had done this a few before I thought, “No 

problem getting it registered.” How wrong I was! 

After waiting 6 weeks for a response, the  DVLA 

refused to register it because  the frame numbers on 

the NOVA and American title document, which 

came with the bike, did not match the frame 

number on the bike “Very strange” I thought, “I 

checked all this before applying and they were the 

same” …………or were they? 

The number on the US title document and the NOVA 

form was TS185oo12345 and on the frame it was 

TS185-12345 

I Rang HM Customs and Excise, who’s position was 

“You can’t do any alterations as you didn’t pay the 

duty.” I contacted VMCC who were not able to 

help and I tried to explain to the DVLA that the bike 

was the one on the document, but they couldn’t be 

persuaded. 

A STROKE OF LUCK 

By a complete fluke, a name, written on the back of 

the US title document in pencil was recognised by a 

mate of mine who imports a few bikes, I contacted 

the person, who confirmed he had imported the 

bike 4 years ago. He offered to sort it out and a week 

later I had an email from him saying it was done. A 

really nice gesture considering he didn’t know me 

and I hadn’t purchased the bike from him.  

DATING CERTIFICATE 

If the manufacturers still exist you have to use them 

for a dating certificate, so, six weeks after paying 

Suzuki GB £90, I get a letter from them saying no 

records of the bike exist at Suzuki in Japan because 

they have no records of pre 1990 bikes. I eventually 

got my money back from them after a fight. 

Back to VMCC HQ for a dating certificate. After 3 

weeks, the VMCC inspected the bike and issued a 

certificate  

2 REGISTRATION NUMBERS! 

With the paperwork finally sorted, and the numbers 

matching, I send it back off to DVLA, and 2 weeks 

later it was registered at last! …………… Only to be 

told by DVLA that they had made a mistake and 

issued 2 registration numbers, I had about had 

enough, but they sorted their mistake within a 

couple of days.  

 
THE EASY BIT 

Since getting her I have fitted a genuine carb as it 

had a micky mouse one fitted, a pair of tyres and 

tubes (originals were rotted) sorted the electrics, 

gave her a service and a clean-up, it’s a cracking 

little thing and considering it came from Michigan 

which is a cold wet USA state it’s in remarkable 

unrestored condition with very low mileage for a 

1973 bike, It must have stood its whole life in a dry 

shed I was hoping to do Herefordshire on the Edge 

2018 with it, the bike was ready but not registered in 

time, so maybe this year or I may try do it on our TY50 

hummmm…… glutton for punishment eh? 

 

PROMOTING THE VMCC 
Heard this great idea for promoting the VMCC. 

When you have finished with your 

copies of ‘The Journal’, leave 

them in the waiting rooms of 

your doctor or dentist. 

There is a joining form in 

every copy. It still 

amazes me how many local 

people you meet, who are into 

older bikes, but have no idea what the 

VMCC can do to help them enjoy their hobby. 

BANBURY RUN 2019 – 16th June 

 

 
At least 3 section members have already entered 

this world-famous event and we are aware of 

another 2 who are seriously thinking about it. The 

Entry List will remain open until 28th Feb. and the first 

500 entries received will be accepted, so don’t 

delay, get your entries off as soon as possible. Even 

if you don’t wish to ride, it is a great day out, with all 

the bikes on display and an excellent autojumble. 

 

THE FESTIVAL OF 1000 BIKES, Mallory Park, 

Saturday July 13th & Sunday July 14th  

  



The Festival of 1000 bikes has now become the 

largest Classic Track Weekend in Europe and its 

eclectic mix of older “road” bikes and classic race 

bikes is almost unique. Don’t miss your chance to 

ride your own bikes in the wheel tracks of Cooper, 

AgostinI and Hailwood. Yes you really can ride your 

old road bike around Mallory, without leathers!! 

 
 Our section is planning to take a stand at the 

Festival for the whole weekend. We have no details 

at present but we definitely need a volunteer to 

organise our involvement. 

 

To find out how you can participate in the great 

event, take a look at the excellent website. 

http://www.festivalof1000bikes.co.uk/The-Event 

 

VMCC TRAINING DAYS 
There are still places available for both the May and 

September Training Days. These events offer a 

fantastic opportunity to try out some vintage 

machines and have a ride round Curborough Sprint 

Course at the same time.  

For more information or to book a place please call 

VMCC HQ on 01283 540557, but don’t hang around 

these events sell out very quickly. 

 

HEREFORDSHIRE – A LITERARY SECTION? 
In the last 12 months, section regulars have made 

significant contributions to the ‘VMCC Journal’ (I 

can’t get used to calling it ‘Vintage and Classic 

Motor Cycle.)  

Fred Spaven collaborated on the excellent article 

on his electric Enfield - The Charging Bullet, Roger 

Bibbings has been a regular and thought provoking 

contributor throughout the year and Paul Myers 

wrote the excellent article on his 2000 mile journey 

around the West of Scotland on his 1952 Enfield, 

which appeared in the January edition. The 

February edition, out in the next couple of days, will 

carry Section Chairman Geoff McGladdery’s 

account of riding the 5,000 curves on his 1929 Ariel. 

Are we the most literary section in the country? I’m 

sure you all have great stories to tell about you and 

your bike(s), so don’t be shy, keep up the tradition 

and get in touch with the Editor, Peter Henshaw c/o 

Allen House.  

CAN YOU HELP? 

 
Rod Thomson wonders if any Section members  may 

recall a trials or scrambles rider: J.O. (possibly 

Johnny)Wallis who owned this 500T Norton in 1950 -

52 and lived at Old School Lane, Hereford. The bike 

was supplied by Ashcroft of Thornbury. It has had a 

sidecar attached at several times in its life, but was 

believed to be used as a solo in the early fifties. 

http://www.festivalof1000bikes.co.uk/The-Event


ERROR  
In Issue 30 (Dec ’18) we listed some of the Cotswold 

Section’s social meets throughout the year. These 

meets, usually in pubs, are all at 12:00 noon and are 

simply places where members from any section can 

meet up with other like-minded souls. We incorrectly 

listed the meeting on Sunday Feb 17th 2019 at The 

Gloucester Old Spot, Piffs Elm. It is at Cheltenham 

GL51 9SY,OS sheet 163 SO 898 261. Apologies for any 

confusion caused and thanks to Peter Kent for 

pointing it out. 

HEREFORDSHIRE ON THE EDGE 2019 

 
We have already received 15 paid entries, some 5 

months ahead of the event, but we still have a long 

way to go to reach our target of 100 machines. This 

is our sections ‘Flagship’ event as well as a major 

contributor to section funds. Please do what you 

can to promote the event and to encourage 

people to enter. You have already received a set of 

Regs and an entry form. Please feel free to pass 

them on to anyone who you think may would like to 

ride,  

 

OBITUARY 
Sadly, Roy Lambert, Chairman and driving force 

behind the Worcester Section since its formation in 

1995 passed away on Sunday 16th December at the 

age of 88. Roy was a familiar and very popular figure 

to all VMCC members in the region. 

A “hands –on” Chairman, Roy took the lead in many 

aspects of the section’s activities, but was careful to 

build up an excellent team to share the load. 

Evidence of this can be seen in the very active 

programme of events which the section organises. 

It was at Roy’s suggestion, that, in order to promote 

the VMCC, the Section took a stand at the twice 

yearly, Malvern Classic Motor Cycle Show. Roy 

always managed to put together an excellent 

selection of bikes to showcase our club at its best. 

A lifelong passion for bikes saw him build up an 

enormous amount of technical knowledge and an 

impressive collection of spares and tools. He was 

generous in sharing these with anyone with an 

interest and many VMCC members are grateful for 

his help in getting and keeping their machines on 

the road.  

Roy participated in 30 Banbury Runs on his 1930 

Scott two speeder with his late wife Bet on the pillion. 

His last Banbury ride was in 2010, in his 80th year! 

After giving up riding in the event, he continued to 

organise the Worcestershire Section’s marshalling 

team.  

Roy remained active to the end, purchasing, in 2018 

a 1937 250cc M.O.V Velo from a club colleague and 

continuing his duties as a VMCC Machine Examiner 

in which role his very wide experience was of great 

benefit to club members. 

Fittingly, Roy was awarded the Syd Plevin Trophy at 

the 2018 VMCC AGM. The trophy is awarded to a 

member who has given outstanding service to a 

Section. Surely there could be no-one who deserved 

the trophy more than Roy. An example to us all. 

RIP  

 

 Updates and other stuff can be 

found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire 

section. Feel free to post to it. 

 

VMCC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
For those who can’t sleep at night because you’re 

not VMCC members. You can put your mind at rest 

by completing the attached form and sending it off 

with your cheque for £37. You can also join on-line 

(and pay by PayPal) by following this link:-  

https://www.vmccshop.net/membership 

 

  

https://www.vmccshop.net/membership

