HEREFORDSHIRE SECTION NEWSLETTER

……………Issue 30 – Dec 2018……………
Editor Geoff McGladdery herefordvmcc@outlook.com
Welcome to issue 30 – This will be distributed electronically to
those who have an email address and will be available in printed
form at Club events. If you do not wish to be receive further

copies of this newsletter please let me know and I will
remove you from our mailing list immediately.

PAST EVENTS
THE CHARGING BULLET COMPLETES LEJOG .
On November 1st some 22 days after leaving Land’s
End, Fred and the Electric Enfield reached the end
of their epic 1400 mile journey to John o’ Groats.

For the full story, take a look on Fred’s website
http://charging-bullet.co.uk/2018/10/10/and-wereoff/
The film of the whole story should be out early in
2019. We will keep you up to date on when and
where you can see it. We’ll leave you with Fred’s

own words at the end of the journey. “As I
approached the road’s end I had plenty of charge
and opened the taps to make the most of the last
few miles and cruised into JoG only to meet the van
coming back out. We met up by ‘The Welcome at
the End of the Road’ sign to film my riding in; then
made an entrance proper. Down below was a
signpost, the twin of the one I’d left three weeks
earlier but no tacky tourism here. Two chip shops
overlooked a tiny harbour and the edge of the
Orkney Islands. We walked out to the end of the
harbour wall and had a slice of our expedition cake
(thanks Di!) and a snifter of whisky we’d brought
along. None of us were quite sure what to do, now
we’d run out of road.”
Fred would like to thank everyone who gave their
time, money or electricity to make the project
happen.
SUNDAY Nov 4th – The London to Brighton run –
starting from Hyde Park at 06:59 (sunrise!)
They made it! John Macmillan (on the left), piloted
the VMCC’s 1902 Dreadnought to the finish. A
fantastic achievement for John and the bike. This is
the first time 2 wheelers have been invited to join the
event and it looks as though the successful
experiment will continue in 2019. We will keep you
informed of what you need to do to get an entry.

There are a number of “Pioneer” motor cycles in our
area. Section member, Derek Foxton’s 1904
Blackford, was actually made in Hereford and the
small inset picture shows it prior to restoration.

Friday 9th November - H&H Classic Motorcycle
auction – National Motorcycle Museum
(all prices include Commisssion & VAT)
The James Cadet and the 1929 Sunbeam 9/90
featured in our Nov issue made £1800 and £9562.50
respectively, confirming that quality sells. Echoing
the same theme, this sweet 1960 Vespa 150 with
period accessories, looked fair value at £3487.50,

whilst this beautifully presented 1949 350cc AJS
16MC trials bike made a well-deserved £7762.50.
These Ajays in both 500 and 350 format were hugely
successful in their heyday.

rides starting on your doorstep, you will have to give
some of your time to helping out. The Section folded
once before and without support, it will fold
again….and that would be a sad day. Thanks to
Mike Bertenshaw, who since the AGM has offered to
attend committee meetings when he is needed.

Financial position
The section accounts were presented and
approved and as you can see, we are in a very
healthy financial position.
SUMMARY 2018/19 - issue 1

You can find the full results on the H&H website.
https://online.handh.co.uk/m/view-auctions/catalog/id/90/?page=1

Saturday 10th November, Fforest Inn, Llanfihangelnant-Melan, LD8 2TN 12:30.
The 2nd meeting for old bike fans in the Mid-Wales
area, passed off without flood, famine or pestilence.
The plan is to meet every second Saturday of the
month from 12:30. A great chance to meet new
friends and find out what is happening. All are
welcome, so please give it your support. Will usually
be the 2nd Saturday of the month.
Thursday 15th November – CLUB AGM
An excellent turnout may have just possibly been
connected with the subsidized fish & chips, but let’s
gloss over that for the moment. The good news was
that Geoff McGladdery, Roger Bibbings, and David
Brand agreed to remain in office. The bad news is
that no-one else volunteered to join the committee
and no-one offered to run the proposed website.
There is a real issue here as both Roger and Geoff
have taken on bigger responsibilities for the VMCC
and will not have the amount of time they had in
previous years. Sorry to wag a finger here, but if you
want a thriving club, you want to continue to
receive a newsletter and you want to have great

31/10/2018

Income
Event entries
Talks
other events
Donations & Grants
Subs
Income for year
Balnce carried forward from year ending 31/10/17
Total Income

Value
£652.00
£722.52
£0.00
£60.00
£0.00
£1,434.52
£621.51
£2,056.03

%
45.5%
50.4%
0.0%
4.2%
0.0%
100.0%

Cost of income
Media & Advertising
Advertising
Equip & Facilities Hire
Event awards
Postage & stationary
Expenses
1st Aid & Security
Other (inc Paypal fees)
Total Cost of Income

%

Surplus

Value
£0.00
£142.00
£183.65
£355.45
£62.89
£116.40
£0.00
£16.16
£876.55
£1,179.48

Total
BALANCE C/F
Surplus/deficit

Value
£1,082.36
£89.49
£7.63
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£1,179.48
£1,179.48
£0.00

%
91.8%
7.6%
0.6%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
100.0%
100.0%

Cash position
Natwest Current Account
Paypal Account
Cash in hand
Invoives still to pay
Our Invoices not yet paid
Other

100%

0.0%
16.2%
21.0%
40.6%
7.2%
13.3%
0.0%
1.8%
100%

issues of our newsletter in the last year – one per
month plus a special AGM edition. We had a wide
spread of content including the daring deeds of
section members, notably Fred Spaven and his
Electric Enfield plus Tony Page and his Alaskan ride
on a Vincent.
Reports on past events and diary dates for
upcoming events are included in every issue, along
with local auction reports and VMCC news.
Facebook page – this has proved very popular with
the most successful thread being “Nessie”, which
led us on to Mead & Tomkinson’s plus all the other
bike shops in Herefordshire. Thanks to those who
contributed some great old pics to the thread. Most
section events were covered along with VMCC
news like the “Dreadnought” story in this issue.
It is not unusual to get 300+ views per post. The page
needs more expertise to make it more effective. If
you think you can help out, please get in touch.
Website – we would love to have a website. VMCC
HQ have developed an excellent template, which
can be used free by Sections. They even offer some
training and support to help sections to get up and
running. We need a volunteer to take this on. Please
don’t be shy. If you think you would like to give it a
go, get in touch.
Speakers – We once again sold out the Conquest
theatre in Bromyard for Geoff McGladdery and
John Roach’s slide show about the Trans-America
trail.

Chairman’s report
The 3rd full year of our re-born section has built on the
successes of the first 2 years.
Communications – We now have a mailing list of
more than 120 – not all members, but definitely
section friends and supporters. We distributed 13

For 2019, we are delighted to have booked the
Conquest for Helen Lloyd to speak about her

experiences travelling on a motorbike in Africa. Put
the date in your diary. Tickets will be the usual
bargain £5 and will be on sale in the New Year.
You can read all about Helen and her amazing
exploits on her website http://helenstakeon.com/
We would like to arrange a few more talks in the
winter months, but we need to find a smaller venue
and some good speakers. The same volunteer
request applies!! Can you help?
Section Rides – we organized more than 20 rides, a
mixture of midweek, evening and Sunday rides and
were rewarded with increased participation. Thanks
to all our leaders who organized the events and to
all of you who came to ride. Ride of the year was “In
search of the Green Man – the sight of you all on the
model railway will live in the memory for a long time.
Thanks to Steve and Cath Sumner for all their efforts.
They have volunteered to run it again in 2019 – Don’t
miss it!

Best supported ride was the Brass Monkey ride on
Boxing Day. We have carried forward all of the
popular events from last year and have added a
few others. There will be a “Café-Racer” ride which
we hope will attract riders from all our neighboring
sections plus a 3 wheeler ride – “Three wheels on my
Wagon”. In our great tradition of bribery, we will
have special stickers printed for these two events.
Another innovation is our “Off-Road” training day.
Rob Woodford has kindly offered us the use of his
fields and a number of section members and friends
have agreed to do some teaching and to lend
some period off-roaders for you to use. There will be
a short and very simple trail ride in the afternoon,

which can be completed on road bikes on road
tyres. Finally, we hope to gather enough people to
take a Section stand at the Festival of 1000 bikes at
Mallory Park. It will be wonderful to see you all
dragging your knees round Gerrard’s. The full event
calendar will be mailed to everyone on our list.
High profile Events – we ran 3 big events in 2018 all
of which were highly successful
Herefordshire on the Edge made a £200 contribution
to club funds thanks to generous sponsors and a
strong entry up on 2017 by 15%.

We will run it again on Sunday June 23rd with a
format more or less unchanged from this year. We
hope to attract at least 100 starters. We need
support from you, firstly to enter, but if you can’t ride,
then to organize sponsors and to help with routeplanning, code boards and various “on the day”
tasks. Please contact us if you want to help.
Bike show – a spectacular success, building on the
first show in 2017.

Our thanks go to Alan and Karen at the Moon, who

were such welcoming hosts and provided great
food, to David and Surrey Brand, who organized it
and to all of you who brought your great bikes and
made it such a good evening.
National Relay Rally – Excellent weather and a great
location made checkpoint 30 at Shobden one the
most visited – in the top 20% of all checkpoints –
pretty impressive given its remote location. Thanks to
Martin Lyall, Roger Bibbings and Steve Sumner (aka
Music Man) for manning the checkpoint.

Finally and sadly we have to report the passing of 3
long time VMCC members in 2018. Phil Moss, Les
Thick and Dave Wynter – may you rest in peace.
Sunday 18th November - Section ride - Ludlow and
the Teme Valley

An excellent turnout, boosted by North Birmingham

and Worcester Section members made this a most
enjoyable ride on a beautiful late autumn day.
Bill Danks’ lovely Greeves Roadster seemed like the
ideal bike for the route, as would Stuart Monroe’s
purposeful Suzuki-engined CCM SR40, but despite
being greatly admired, it showed “prima Donna”
tendencies and after less that an hour, refused to go
another step further. Thanks to Chris Lawton-Smith
and Mick Smith, who tried to coax the errant CCM
back to life.

It was great to see Richard and Jude Caddick out
on their early Gold Wing.

These splendid mile eaters first amazed the world
back in 1975!! (The year the Vietnam war ended)
Back then they weighed less than 300kg, before
morphing into the much maligned mega-monsters
(that’s enough alliteration for now) of later years. As
you can see Richard and Jude’s bike is in superb
condition…….don’t forget, and before you get all
self-righteous, “It takes all kinds to make a world!”

Some of the 17 who joined us on the day at the Café
on the Green in Ludlow.

Saturday 24th November 10:00 a.m. - HJ Pugh
Ledbury - Auction
The usual big crowd turned out to watch 75 or so
bikes cross the block. It was a typical eclectic or
even eccentric mix of bikes and, as was to be
expected, there was something for everyone. The
star bike, the much hyped, Banbury eligible, flat tank
490cc Norton Model 18, recently featured in the Nov
issue of Real Classic and with all its documents made
£13000 on the hammer.

– the top price paid for a bike. An honour which it
shared with the rarer than rare 1961 250cc Manx
Norton (yes 250cc) and the unique 525cc Yamaha
TZ triple, allegedly ridden by American superstar and
Daytona 200 winner, Gene Romero.
Two tiddlers caught the eye, making strong money,
and showing how much interest there is in smaller
useable bikes. The innovative 1955 65cc Moto Guzzi
Cardellino made an impressive £2,300.

The very complete 1959 98cc New Hudson
“Autocycle” (moped to you and me) was
hammered down at a modest £800. Unusually a
second New Hudson was listed. Incomplete, without
any documents and in not such good condition it
made just £450. If you bought both bikes you would
have an easy route to restoration and spares for life,
all for less than £1,500 (inc commission).

If “full fat” British Beef is your thing, this unfashionable
but hugely competent 650cc 1959 Ariel Huntmaster
would be a good choice. Described as an easy
starter and good runner, you could expect steady,
if unspectacular performance with good reliability
for your £3,500. The Ariel Owners club is to be highly
recommended. They provide strong spares back-up
and active riding programmes, making Ariels of
whatever era some of the easiest bikes to own and
ride – see below!

FUTURE EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY

TONY PAGE IN GERMANY
Much travelled section member Tony Page was
touring in Germany in October, riding his Ariels – a
1938 Red Hunter and a 1950 KH500 Twin. It’s so good
to see these bikes ridden.

Wed December 26th – Boxing Day. 11:00 a.m. The 3rd
running of our popular Brass Monkey ride. Starts and
finishes at The Moon at Mordiford, HR1 4LW.
Last ride of the year – a chance to blow away the
cobwebs on this short 1 hour ride – All shapes, sizes
and ages of rider and machine welcome. This free
sticker will be presented to all starters along with a
Mince Pie – WHAT IS THERE NOT TO LIKE ABOUT THAT!!

Thursday 17th January – CLUB NIGHT from 7.00 pm at
the Moon, Mordiford, HR1 4LW – Great chance to
wear your Christmas jumper just in case you didn’t
do it on Boxing Day. For the avoidance of doubt NO stickers and NO free food!
Sunday 27th – 10:00 a.m. for 10:30 a.m. start - The
Castles ride. Starts and finishes at the Market Square
in Bromyard, HR7 4BP.
Roger Bibbings is plotting a route to visit or pass-by
as many castles as he can find in this first ride of the
year. We will definitely be stopping for coffee at
Croft castle. More details in the Jan newsletter.
Thursday 21st Feb – CLUB NIGHT from 7.00 pm at the
Moon, Mordiford, HR1 4LW – A chance to meet up
and chat.
Sunday Feb 24th John Langford run - Market Square
in Bromyard, HR7 4BP. Meet at 09:30 for a 10:00 start.
We are the invited guests of the Worcestershire
section on this long established run, led by Pete
Howells. Finishes at the Watering Hole Cafe,
Aymestrey, Herefordshire, HR6 9SR for lunch.
The Cotswold section arrange a number of social
meets throughout the year, usually in pubs and
often not associated with any specific ride. These
meets are all at 12:00 noon and are simply places
where members from any section can meet up with
other like-minded souls. The next 3 runs are:
Jan 1st 2019 - Carpenters Arms, Miserden, GL6 7JA,
OS Sheet 163 937 088.
Sunday Feb 3rd 2019 - Royal Exchange, Hartpury,
GL19 3BW OS sheet 162 799 250
Sunday Feb 17th 2019 -Gloucester Old Spot, Piffs Elm,
01.01.20
Carpenters Arms, Miserden 01285
821283 SO 937 088

RIP ROCKINGHAM
November 24th saw the chequered flag come down
on motor racing for the final time at Rockingham.
The loss-making Northamptonshire circuit will close
at the end of the year after 17-years. Designed and
built to host Nascar events, this impressive facility
never really got the chance to serve that need and
proved unsuitable for more traditional UK racing.

WILL OLD BIKES STILL DO THE JOB?
Thanks to section secretary Roger Bibbings for this
thought provoking piece

Faster and faster means better and better; still part
of the endless mantra of modern consumerism
perhaps - the zeitgeist, the triumph of modern
technology over the limitations of time and of
distance, shortening the time bound nature of our
humble earthly existence. To worship at the altar of
speed has been the unquestioned duty of designer,
manufacturer, seller and rider of motor cycles since
the beginning. But as with so much of the false
triumphalism of modern transport technology exposed by the folly of congestion, pollution and
rising cost - so speed too has taken a tumble.
Optimising speed to maximise safe traffic flow in
motorways gave us the 70 mph limit; 30 mph was
introduced to reduce crashes in towns; now 20 mph
to protect vulnerable pedestrians. With 50 mph the
maximum now permitted on many “A” roads it looks
like outright speed has had its day. Fuel economy
too has started to become more important again.
And yet machines are still sold in their thousands on
the basis of their massive (but legally unuseable)
speed potential.
IS IT STILL A FANTASY?
It looks as if one of the great attractions of motor
cycling, the ability to travel very fast while exposed
to the elements, has been more or less extinguished.
But was high speed ever the reality that made this
marvellous form of conveyance so attractive? Was
it not, and is it not still, part of a fantasy - a feeling
that you could go that fast if you wanted too - rather
like the city commuting owner of the big BMW GS
who could go to Africa on it if they were one day so
minded?
LUGGAGE
Motor cycles are indeed for going places. And it is
‘the going places’ experience which ought to
determine how we view them. Are they capable?
Do they handle and brake well? Are they
comfortable? Can they carry luggage? Sure; can
they perform? But in reality this means, can they
enable you to overtake a slow moving car safely,

not can they break the world speed record for a
powered two-wheeler?
Many riders who travel long distances but quite
slowly across whole continents, testify to being able
to absorb so much more of the world around them.
Like the travellers of the Middle-Ages, many of
whom went backwards and forwards - often as
pilgrims - to Rome and other places, on horseback
and in crude carriages, more and more motor
cyclists today are beginning to testify to the
personally transformative effects of slower journeys.
But of course, for this they need the luxury of more
time. And time is the thing that so many in this crazy
consumer get-ever-richer-ever quicker driven world
do not have. Hence the allure of speed remains
when in reality we will never average more than 30
miles in the hour, even when we’re trying to ‘press
on’.
TOO HEAVY?
What’s driving all this philosophising is whether to sell
my mile munching but now too-heavy-to-pusharound-easily 2003 BMW R1150 GS and rely instead
on my VMCC elgible 100,000 miles BMW R80 or my
MZs (250 and 150), my old Serow and the cherished
1954 Ariel VH.

.
Unlike many riders, I use my old bikes as basic
everyday transport. When working full time I used to
do 25,000 miles a year. Now I do a fraction of that.
Do I really need a modern motor cycle? I can and

do regularly cover longer journeys on the tiddlers. I
do not really resent the extra time my journeys take.
Indeed I get a sense of satisfaction at having
completed them on a smaller/slower machine. The
problem is more to do with the difference in my
speed when compared with the rest of the traffic,
the feeling that you are always holding someone up
or that an inexperienced car driver will pass you too
close and/or cut in front of you.
Just how practical and satisfactory might it be for us
to rely for our transport needs only on older bikes?
There are a lot of very serviceable 1970s and 80s
machines out there. VMCC members will have
different perspectives I suspect, according to the
way they use and relate to their machinery - but it is
an increasingly valid question that needs to be
revisited.

Books for Christmas

“British Motorcycles 1945 – 1965 from Aberdale to
Wooler”. From the forgotten Aberdale, of Llwynypia,
Wales, to the ingeniously eccentric Wooler, of NorthWest London, here is alphabetical coverage in no
less than 608 pages of British motorcycle makes of
the period 1945-65, among them great names such
as AJS, BSA, Matchless, Norton, Royal Enfield,
Triumph and Vincent. In this intensely detailed study
the author gives the histories of the companies and
then provides details of the models produced, using
original material from sales brochures for the
illustrations, not only to identify the bikes and to
highlight model changes and revisions, but also to
give the flavour of the times when they were to be
seen going about their business. The 1500-plus
illustrations are accompanied by generous and
informative captions which help to convey the
strengths, weaknesses and character of the
machines, as well as providing technical insights.
Not cheap at £60, but it’s in my letter to Santa.
Motocourse 2018-19 – This will be the 43rd edition of
this definitive book. It covers the MotoGP season
and its 19 Grand Prix races in all three classes
(MotoGP, Moto2 and Moto3) in great detail with
every race report backed by qualifying times, full
race results and MotoGP lap charts. There are
compelling features reflecting the key stories of the
season, a team-by-team review which analyses the
fortunes of the competing MotoGP squads
highlighted by the superb bike illustrations by Adrian
Dean. Often contentious, the editor chooses his top
ten riders of the season and ranks them on the basis
of their performances throughout the year. If you’re
a Moto GP fan, this is the only book to have.
Not content with providing 240 pages of MotoGP
coverage, Motocourse 2018-19 also gives extensive
space to the World Superbike Championship which
includes reports and photos of all 13 rounds, and a
review of the riders and teams and bikes. Other
categories featured in Motocourse 2018-19 include:
 Red Bull Rookies
 Teenage riders aiming for the stars
 The World Supersport Championship

The highly competitive British Superbike
Series.
At 328 large format pages, Motocourse 201819 provides the most comprehensive record of the
year's sporting action published anywhere in a
single volume. It truly is the bible of world
championship motorcycle racing.
You can buy it now for around £35, but it will not be
released until March 5th 2019


Lone Rider - In 1982, at the age of just twenty-three
and halfway through her architecture studies,
Elspeth Beard left her family and friends in London
and set off on a 35,000-mile solo adventure around
the world on her 1974 BMW R60/6.
Reeling from a recent breakup and with only
limited savings from her pub job, a tent, a few
clothes and some tools, all packed on the back of
her bike, she was determined to prove herself. She
had ridden bikes since her teens and was well
travelled. But nothing could prepare her for what lay
ahead.
When she returned to London nearly two
and a half years later she was stones lighter and
decades wiser. She'd ridden through unforgiving
landscapes and countries ravaged by war,
witnessed civil uprisings that forced her to fake
documents, and fended off sexual attacks, biker
gangs and corrupt police convinced she was
trafficking drugs. She'd survived life-threatening
illnesses, personal loss and brutal accidents that had
left permanent scars and a black hole in her
memory. And she'd fallen in love with two very
different men.
In an age before email, the internet, mobile phones,
satnavs and, in some parts of the world, readily
available and reliable maps, Elspeth achieved
something that would still seem remarkable today.
Told with honesty and wit, this is the extraordinary
and moving story of a unique and life-changing
adventure.
Elspeth Beard is an amazing woman and this is a
great book. If you’re interested in travelling by
motorcycle – this is a “must-have” First Published in

2017 it is hard to find a new copy, but second hand
copies can be bought for about £12

Jupiter’s Travels - The first and still the best motor
cycle travel book. In the late '70s Ted Simon rode his
trusty Triumph 63,000 miles over four years through
fifty-four countries in a journey that took him around
the world. Through breakdowns, prison, war,
revolutions, disasters and a Californian commune,
he travelled into the depths of fear and reached the
heights of euphoria. He met astonishing people and
was treated as a spy, a welcome stranger and even
a god. Available in hard back, paperback, new and
second hand. Anywhere between £100 and £7.49

twins, the nicest of which seems to be a highly
original 1947 350 cc 3T.
To view the full catalogue visit their website
https://www.brightwells.com
WORKSHOP EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Large, Free-standing parts washer. (approx. 30” x
21”) Motor is broken, but a new one is included.

BIKES FOR SALE
Alan Reed is revamping his collection and is looking
to part company with this bevvy of British beauties (I
said no more alliteration!!). Both bikes have V5s. You
can contact Alan on 07761 088349 or by email
alanreed48@yahoo.co.uk

BSA BB32A trials 1956 fully restored ex Arthur Lampkin
road registered oiro £8,500

STOP PRESS – BRIGHTWELLS AUCTION
Wednesday 28th November 2018 at 11am. Viewing
on Tuesday 27th November, 9am - 7pm and on the
day of the sale.
A mixed bike and car auction inexplicably missed
out of our October Newsletter. There are more than
20 bikes on offer, including a highly original 1930
Rudge Whitworth and a matching numbers 1951
Vincent Comet. For those of us with more modest
tastes, there is a nice looking ’72 Commando, with
lots of history and a clutch of mainly 350 cc Triumph

BSA A10 1959 with Triumph 6T thunderbird engine
excellent runner £4,500. (Ed. You will have seen this
bike on section runs. It goes as well as it looks)
It will need a bit of work to get it to fit, hence the
low price - £25. Buyer collects. Contact Geoff
McGladdery on 07588 559698 or by email on
geoffmac@globalnet.co.uk

Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire
section. Feel free to post to it.

