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surfaces and their smaller wheels and retired shortly
after taking a leisurely lunch at Hay-on-Wye.

……………Issue 26 - August 2018……………
Editor Geoff McGladdery herefordvmcc@outlook.com

If you missed this year’s event, then make a date in
your diary for June 23rd 2019. Entry details out in Jan.
6th 7th & 8th July - Festival of 1000 bikes at Mallory
Park
As ever, the event was hugely popular and it seems
it even managed to make a small surplus for the
club. Well done to those who organised it and those
who took part – it looks like a lot of fun.

Welcome to issue 26 – This will be distributed electronically to
those who have an email address and will be available in printed
form at Club events. If you do not wish to be receive further

copies of this newsletter please let me know and I will
remove you from our mailing list immediately.

BUMPER 6 PAGE ISSUE
PAST EVENTS
Herefordshire on the Edge June 2018

Pete and Jan Howells managed an excellent
“Ragged Edge” Gold in their 603 Citroen based
special. This is their third Gold in 3 attempts.
12th July – The Forest of Dean ride.
Mike Bertenshaw’s ride was thoroughly enjoyed and
will certainly be in next year’s calendar. The Forest is
a fascinating place, with great history, great
scenery and great roads.

Lack of space prevented us covering the fate of all
our local entrants in issue 25, but we can correct that
now. Let’s start with a round of applause for Chris
Lawton-Smith, who had a torrid time on his 1954
Sunbeam S7 De Luxe, including a 3-mile push after
he ran out of petrol! He finally arrived at the
Traveller’s Rest at 8:40 p.m. (2hrs after the check
closed) and sent this evocative photo…..…Respect!

Phil Hodges and pillion Gail Lucas won “Ragged
Edge” Gold on their Kawasaki Tengai, having won
Gold on the same bike in 2017. M. Druce won
“Ragged Edge” Gold on his 1984 Yamaha XT600
and Mike Bertenshaw managed a “Ragged Edge”
Silver on his 1959 350cc Enfield Bullet.

Thursday 19th July - The Moon Inn, Mordiford –
Our annual Bike Show This is the 3rd time we have
Andrew Sumner kindly offered to share his ride on
the New Imp after his Dad’s 1926 BSA seized on the
way to the start. We reported on their challenging
ride in last month’s issue. Bromyard’s Andy Rollings
and his scooter group, struggled with the rough

organised this event and this one was undoubtedly
the best so far. We were delighted to see a huge
range of bikes covering the whole spectrum of
motorcycle history and design. Thanks to all of you
who supported it, To Dave and Surrey Brand who
organised it and to Landlords Alan and Karen for

laying on the excellent barbecue, for providing the
Trophies and – most importantly - for making
everyone so welcome.
PRIZE WINNERS
The three prize winners were chosen and the prizes
presented by Karen the landlady of The Moon,
Top Bike Trophy was taken by John Macklin with his
racing Douglas,

We are indebted to Ben Stringer for these excellent
event photos, which he has kindly allowed us to use.
Rob Woodford’s “C” Series Triumphs look superb in
the evening sunshine.

The CTT model was introduced to the public at the
1929 motorcycle show and then added to the
range for 1930. It was described as a 'Sportsman
machine'.”
There were plenty of later Meriden Triumphs on show
like this tidy 750cc Bonneville.

Oldest Bike Trophy was awarded to David Payne
and his stunning 1920 model H Triumph.

The Bizzare Bike trophy was won by Roger Moss for
his quirky Royal Enfield combo and it's ornaments,
one of which was Andy (Mitch) Mitchell whose head
protruded way too far out of the top of the side car

This yellow bike is a 1929 CSD 550 SV and the blue
bike is a 1930 CTT 500 OHV. Rob tells us that “The new
range of 'C' series motorcycles was announced in
October 1928 and included a 350cc OHV (CO), 500
SV (CN) and 550 SV (CSD). Triumph introduced a
number of new features to this range which were a
huge step forward as previous models had been
based on a 1906 design. The same cradle type
frames were used across the range, and the engines
had a semi-dry sump circulating oil system,
replacing the former total loss system - a first for
Triumph.

This beautiful Vincent/Steib Combination was the
bike I would have loved to have taken home – and
I don’t even like sidecars!

The 150 mph speedo is worth more than some of the
Bikes I own! Not sure who owned this wonderful
piece of engineering, but many thanks for bringing
it along.

Thursday July 26th – H&H Classic Motorcycle auction
– National Motorcycle Museum
The Moto Morini Corsarino and the 1938 500cc NSU
featured in last month’s newsletter made £2,250 and
£16,875 respectively. The 150mph Vincent speedo
went for a paltry £1,012.50. For the same money, you
could have bought this 1967 D10 Bantam and an
Ariel 3 and still had more than enough money left for
a bag of chips and the bus fare home!

Japanese bikes were not forgotten – this Honda CB
72 made most British bikes look desperately old
fashioned when it launched back in 1963.

Prices were generally strong, with a reasonably high
“Sold” rate, but there were some potential bargains
to be had. This 1970 Honda CL175 street scrambler
went for £618.75. A non-runner and requiring UK
registration, it seemed to be mostly complete and
original. The all-important (and hugely expensive)
silencers seemed sound.

Adding to the diversity was a group of Harleys and
a couple of scooters. This TV175 looked superb.

Thanks again to David Brand (seen here surrounded
by his adoring fans) for organising the show.

This part-restored “Barn-find” 1932 Royal Enfield V
twin model K, looked worth the risk at £9,225. The
engine had allegedly been re-bored and new
pistons fitted.

in the County. Following the mountain road to
Olchon Brook water splash (optional), dropping
down into Hay for lunch at the Granary and then
back by the splendid B4352 to Bredwardine, where
we cross the Wye, take a look at the river from
Brobury scar - the 8th wonder of the world! - and
finish at Oakchurch Farm shop for well-earned tea
(and cake?)

This “Barn-find” 1966 Velocette Thruxton went for
well over top estimate and looked expensive at
£18,000, proving the enduring popularity of this fine
old British marque.

Thursday August 16th - 7.00 pm at the Moon,
Mordiford HR1 4LW – Club night and evening
ride. An hour around the lanes to Hole in the Wall
and then back alongside the river to the Moon.
Meet at 7:00 p.m. for the ride and 8:00 p.m if you just
fancy a chat and a beer.

Saturday 18th Aug. 10:00 a.m. - HJ Pugh Ledbury
Salerooms HR8 2AQ - By direction of Bob Gallier

All prices quoted above include buyers commission
and the VAT on that commission. If you want to see
all the auction results, click on the link below.
https://online.handh.co.uk/m/viewauctions/catalog/id/88/?page=4

FUTURE EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
9th

Thursday August
- Midweek ride - High
above Hay, including Arthur's Stone and
Brobury Scar. Meet at Tesco cafe Abbotsmead
Rd, Belmont, Hereford, HR2 7XS at 09:30 for 10:00
start. To Bredwardine and then up the steep and
rewarding climb to Arthur's Stone and then on
through the lanes to Red Darren - the highest point

motorcycles (retiring). Auction of Motor-cycles,
electric bikes, Mini-Motos and quads. Could be
some very interesting bikes at this one, so look for the
catalogue, which will be on line prior to the auction.
http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html

Sunday August 19th – A ride across the roof of
Mid-Wales. Meet at the OK Diner Ludlow
Road, Leominster HR6 0DQ, 10:00 FOR 10:30
Start
Main roads will take us close to the source of the
Wye and the Severn on Plynlimon and then around
Nant-y-Moch reservoir then homewards via
Machynlleth, Llyn Clywedog, Llanidloes, Llanbister
and Presteigne, before returning to Leominster. At
155 miles, it is a full day’s ride. Morning coffee is at
Carol’s Tea room and cake shop in West Street,
Rhayader, lunch at the Quarry Café Machynlleth
and afternoon tea at the Royal Oak in Presteigne.

THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NAVIGATION RALLY
September 2nd
Starting between 09:00 and 10:00 at The Grange
Sports Ground, Northampton Road, Earls Barton,
Northamptonshire, NN6 0HG The object is to visit
various places in Northamptonshire, collecting
answers to questions on your travels. Similar to
“Herefordshire on the Edge”. You choose your route
and the order you visit the various locations.
Entries are £10, (£15 for non VMCC members) if you
want a form, contact Trevor Pinfold, the Secretary of
the Meeting, at 18, High Street, Blisworth,
Northampton NN7 3BJ, as soon as possible – entries
close by August 19th 2018 and late entries are not
accepted. This is a well-run event which takes you to
some beautiful locations in this picturesque county.

Thursday Sep 13th – The lanes of NE
Herefordshire. Meet at Bringsty Vintage Café
alongside the A44 at Bringsty, (near Bromyard)
WR6 5UJ - 09:30 for a 10:00 a.m. start
A gentle 2 hour meander around the lanes of
NE Herefordshire, starting from the Bringsty
Vintage Cafe and returning there for lunch.
Suitable for all types of bike and those who
simply like to potter.
Saturday 15th Sept 10:00 a.m. - HJ Pugh Ledbury
Salerooms HR8 2AQ - Auction of Motor-cycles,
old bikes parts and Automobilia.
A typical Pugh’s Auction – if you’ve never been to
one then you’ve missed out. Always a good mixture
of bikes and parts and always some “gems” to be
found. Entry is free and viewing is usually on the
Friday afternoon and the morning of the sale from
09:00. A catalogue will be on line a week or so prior
to the auction. http://www.hjpugh.com/new.html

Saturday Sep 15th – VMCC Training day –
Curborough Sprint course, Netherstowe Lane
Lichfield WS13 8EJ Great fun and a chance to
learn how to ride older bikes with mysteries like hand
changers, thumb throttles and manual advance
and retard mechanisms. These events are often fully

booked. If you fancy having a go, contact Steve
Kowalski at Allen House, by phone on 01283 540557
by email - events@vmcc.net

award is something to treasure. There is an
alternative shorter ride if you don’t fancy the “Big
One”.

THE CHARGING BULLET
An update from Fred Spaven on his Electric Enfield
project
“The Charging Bullet electric conversion project has
stepped up a notch since I last wrote. The all
important steel subframe was finished and filled up
with electrical gubbins to test everything did what it
should. The contactor clicked, the controller
beeped and the rear wheel spun up with only the
whine of the chain to indicate the 16kW available at
the twist of the grip.

MOTO PISTON 2018 Sep 23rd – 30th – Santander
North Eastern Spain and Los Picos
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS NOT A SECTION OR A VMCC EVENT

Based once again in the 4-star Hotel Santemar in
Santander, this is probably the most fun you can
have with your clothes on. Claimed to be the most
important Classic motorcycle meet in Southern
Europe, it is a chance to ride some superb empty
roads set in stunning scenery. More than 500 people,
from all corners of Europe took part in last year’s
event. The organisers are welcoming, laid-back and
incredibly helpful.

5000 Curves
The highlight of the week is the famous 5000 curves
ride, which usually covers 300+ miles and (as the
name suggests) includes at least 5,000 bends. It is a
fair test of both man and machine and a finishers

There is an organised ride each day, covering
approx 150 miles with plenty of (FREE) food and drink
stops along the way. Route cards are issued to all
entrants and when you set off and with whom is
entirely your choice. The excellent hotel is just 100
metres from the famous El Sardinero beach and has
secure underground parking for your bike. We still
have some spare places in vans and a spare bunk
on the ferry – if you are interested, call Geoff
McGladdery on 07588 559698. To find out more
about MOTO PISTON, take a look at their website
http://www.mcpiston.com/ukpistonrally.html

It was a sunny day and I couldn’t resist a test ride
around the yard. Although only half finished the bike

performed well, handling smoothly and very easy to
ride - the ideal country lane or city centre bike - very
relaxed with no vibration or noise worth mentioning,
only the crunch of gravel under the tyres.
Sadly I could not play forever and I have now
stripped it down and sent the subframe away to be
powdercoated and am eagerly awaiting it’s return,
the final build and the first ride out on the open road!

BIKE FOR SALE
Many of you will recall Fred Spaven’s story of his epic
ride to Italy with his mate “PB” on their Bantams. Fred
still has his Bantam and until recently, it was his
regular ride to work. “PB’s” Bantam has seen little use
since its Italian epic and, as “PB” is emigrating to
Australia it is now for sale – details and pics below
…………………………………..
1962 (with dating certificate)

and bobs want attention. A little TLC should produce
a good, easy and reliable starter classic.
V5 present, MOT and tax exempt, VMCC eligible
(obviously). £1100 ONO. For further details, call or
email Fred Spaven on
07817 490423 or fred.spaven@gmail.com

STELLA ALPINA
or – to give it its full name

'Stella Alpina Motociclistica Internazionale'
A date for your 2019 diary? One of the truly great
European events, which has taken place every year
since 1966 Don't be put off by the prospect of riding
off-tarmac. The Stella is intended to offer road-riders
an opportunity to experience roads which they
would not generally use and the track can be
negotiated on any well-ridden road bike. You
certainly don’t need an "Adventure" bike. Proof – if
any were needed – from “Herefordshire on the
Edge” regular Bob Murdoch, who kindly sent this
picture. Bob successfully ode the “Stella” this year on
his 1950s Enfield.
Mileage unknown but engine fully rebuilt in 2011
prior to our Bantam Italia trip (c. 6,000 miles) and top
end overhauled (rebore & Rex Caunt piston) on our
return. Fitted with Rex Caunt electronic ignition.
While the bike itself has progressed, so has the film
and Finn the filmmaker has been down a couple of
times to document our progress ahead of the Land’s
End to John O’Groat’s run. Another, updated short
film is now available online at:
www.charging-bullet.co.uk/support
You can also contribute to the making of the film always an expensive business - and receive
exclusive goodies in return including (if you are
generous enough) a day’s pillion ride on the LeJog
trip itself!
If you’d rather just keep up to date then follow us on
twitter @chargingbullet or keep an eye on our build
blog at:
www.charging-bullet.co.uk

For more info - http://www.stella-alpina.co.uk/
The bike runs, rides and stops fine and it looks tidy
but there are a few little jobs needed to get it
useable. The electrics want attention (new battery
and ignition switch might do it) and a few other bits

Updates and other stuff can be
found on our Facebook page – VMCC Herefordshire
section. Feel free to post to it.

